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Domara Magazine is a Parish Magazine. It is concerned with: Parish news, issues of faith, the social ife

Journal of Our Lady Guardian of Plants Parish

Editor-in-Chief: Fr. Tahir Al- Sheikh
Managing Editor: Mukhlis Khamo
Relegious Editor: Saleem Goga
Arabic Editor: Dr. Ameer Yousif
Editorial Support: Hind Goga

Editors at Large: Youhana Bidaweed,
Qaisser Younan, Momtaz Sako
Published by: Our Lady Guardian of Plants
Chaldean Catholic Church

Design & layout: Mukhlis Khamo
Printed by: Hellas Printing

Postal Address

The Editor

PO Box: 233 Campbellfield Vic 3061- Australia
magazine@chaldeanchurch.org.au

Ph: 61 3- 9359 2657

Fax: 61 3- 9357 4556

of the parish and general education and reader’s letters. Magazine is published by Our Lady
Guaridna of the Plants Chaldean Catholic Church in Melbourne, issued quarterly.

(1) Ownership and copyright held by the parish of Our Lady Guardian of Plants Chaldean Catholic
Church in Melbourne. (2) Materials received by Domara Magazine become the property of the
magzine. (3) Articles received by Domara Magazine will not be return to the sender. (4) Materials
accepted by Domara Magazine are not to be published by any other publisher without the specific
permission of the magazine. (5) Domara Magazine is not obliged to publish articles received and
has the right to select time and date of any article published. (6) Domara Magazine has the right
to edit any material received. (7) Domara Magazine is not legally responsible for any printing
errors. (8) Authors must include the sources of any information included in their articles. Domara
Magazine reserve the right not to publish any article in which sources are not supplied.

All materials sent to Domara Magazine must be accompanied by: (1) Full name, address,
telephone number of the Author and email address if available. (2) Hard copy typed electronic
copy if possible. (3) Hand writing must be clear and legible.
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2. Sapiens. A brief History of Humankind. Yuval Noah
Harari. 2011, 498 pp- Vintage Books, London.

3. Leadership 2.0. Travis Bradberry & Jean Greaves. 2012,
264 pp- Talent Smart, San Diego.
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Catechist Mass

By Fr. Mahir Murad

atechist, leaders and volunteers are the
Cbackbone of our church, dedicating their

time and energy to help others grow
spiritually, emotionally, and socially. These
individuals play a crucial role in ensuring the
church runs smoothly and effectively, providing
support, guidance, and education to those in
need.

We gathered to celebrate and honor the
volunteers and teachers who play a crucial role
in our church community. The evening began
with a heartfelt mass, celebrated by Archbishop
Amel Nona where we came together to offer
our thanks and blessings to these dedicated
individuals who give so freely of their time and
talents.

After the mass, we transitioned to an
appreciation gathering where volunteers and
teachers were treated to delicious sweets and
special recognition for their service, by giving
them all agift. The atmosphere was filled with joy
and gratitude as members of the congregation
expressed their appreciation for the hard work
and dedication of these individuals.

Catechist, leaders and volunteers at the church
are equally important, helping to educate and
inspire members of the congregation through
engaging lessons and discussions. Whether
teaching Saturday school, leading a Bible study,
or mentoring young adults, they play a vital
role in helping others deepen their faith and
understanding of scripture.

Both volunteers and teachers at the church
often go above and beyond, serving as role
models and mentors for those they work with.
They provide a listening ear, a helping hand, and
a shoulder to lean on in times of need, creating
a sense of community and belonging within the
church.

In conclusion, catechist, leaders and volunteers
at the church are essential to the growth and
success of the congregation. Their selfless
dedication and commitment to serving others
truly embody the spirit of love and compassion
that defines the church community.
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Planning for the Journey

The Chaldean Youth Convention is an Archdiocesan
event that runs every 2 years gathering youth aged
between 18-35 in the spirit of faith where they
spend 4 days and 3 nights together at a camp centre.
Chaldeans from Sydney, Melbourne, New Zealand
and Brisbane unite together meeting young people
from other parishes and spending time together in
prayer, activities, reflection, worship, religious topics,
sport, and enjoyment. These young members of our
parishes are accompanied by his excellence Archbishop
Amel Nona among with many of the clergy across the
different cities as well as our Chaldean nuns who live
in Sydney. In 2016, the archbishop launched this event,
inspired by the success witnessed during numerous
World Youth Day events, aiming to cultivate spiritual
growth and a sense of community among the young
members of the church. This was established with the
objective of providing a platform for young Chaldeans
to connect with peers from the various regions the
archdiocese spans across and is an event that fosters
the opportunity for youth to meet and become inspired
by fellow church groups.

The Convention, under the guidance of Archbishop
Amel Nona and the clergy, not only offer moments of
spiritual nourishment but also stands as a testament
to the thriving spirit of the Chaldean youth. This unity
of faith and fellowship remains a testament to the
activeness and vicar of the young Chaldeans within the
Archdiocese.

This summer, the Convention will take place, for the
2nd time, in Melbourne, at Portsea Camp, and we
are expecting approximately 300-350 young Chaldean
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members to attend. This year, it will be a faith filled
program with guest speakers coming from interstate to
connect with the youth, as well as various workshops
and activities, some in Arabic and some in English. This
convention is hoping to strengthen the youth in their
faith through these activities but most importantly,
through the outdoor mass that will be held on the
campsite as well as the adoration set up on the beach.
Based on the remarkable experiences from previous
conventions, this upcoming event promises to be an
unmissable opportunity, rich with valuable experiences
you would not want to let slip by.

The Journey Started

The convention was a beautiful event, creating an
avenue for our Chaldean youth to explore their faith,
and identity in Jesus Christ. During this time, | was able
to connect with Christ in many ways and was lucky
enough to see the light of Jesus in my fellow Chaldeans.
After spending 4 days together, we grew closer as a
community, and explored the depths of what it means
to love Christ. | made unforgettable mementoes, and
walked away with friendships | will cherish for the rest
of my life. This was an experience | will hold dear to
my heart; it taught me the importance of gathering
intentionally to celebrate our faith.

| am extremely excited for the upcoming convention
in 2025 and encourage all Chaldean youth members
to take the leap and come along to the New Zealand
event, as | am sure they will have the experience of a
lifetime!

By Shamasha Andre Mikho
and Alesia Francis



the Gospel of John, the evangelist says,
“There are many more things that Jesus
did. If all of them were written down, |
suppose that not even the world itself
would have space for the books that would be written.”
To make room for the important bits, | have to omit so
much because | am so limited in my writing.

Ip

Growing up in Australia was a fun experience, despite
my birth in Irag. The older | got, the farther | drifted
away from my faith and the church. In certain aspects,
Australia is not accommodating to faith, particularly
Christianity. Growing up, | did what a typical Christian
does: partying, clubbing, getting in trouble, not listening
to others, believing in my knowledge, and not caring
about the faith. My life was like that for a long time,
until I had a dream one night.

On May 5th, 2007, | had a dream. This is how the dream
played out.

On a sunny day, my friend and | were walking on the
beach in the city. As | looked towards the ocean, |
noticed an image appearing in the sky from a distance. |
was drawn to it and tried to figure out what it was. | told
my friend there was something over there in the sky.
<Let>s go and see what it is.>» We started to run towards
it, and as we got closer, the image became clearer. My
heart pounded fast as | saw him in the sky, stretching his

My
DREAM

hands from side to side, while wearing dazzling white
clothing and a red robe from his shoulder to his waist.
His hair was beautiful, long, and looked like a goldish
color. His height and beauty were exceptional. His face
was so clear, without any blemishes or wrinkles. When
you looked directly into his eyes, they seemed like a
double-edged sword that could pierce your heart.

By Fr. Mahir Murad

While | stared at him, | shouted to my friend, <Look,
look! It>s Jesus!» My friend looked up, but was unable
to see Him. | replied, (Hess right there.» However, his
eyesight prevented him from seeing Him.

Jesus began speaking in the sky, but the background
noise was too loud for me to hear his voice clearly. |
shouted, <Jesus, | can>t hear what you»re saying to me!»

He started speaking again, but the only thing | could
see was his lips moving, and | couldn»t hear his voice
because the background noise was getting louder.

So, | shouted, desus, | canst hear you. What are you
saying?> Jesus spoke for the third time, but | still
couldn>t hear him.

Then after the third time | said, <I can»t hear yow, he
disappeared.

When | woke up the next morning, it felt like my spirit
had left my body, an experience that was out of this
world. | felt transformed, but still unsure about why
Jesus would appear to a sinful person like me, and it
was a mystery to comprehend what He was trying to
convey to me. | searched for answers from various
priests, but only one of them has remained with me
until now. The priest said, <Jesus is calling you to follow
him. The reason why you couldn>t hear Him is because
you are too busy in the world and your world is too
loud.> It is true that at times we dream various things
that we see throughout the day that our minds produce
that are not from God, but | wasn>t a man of faith. | did
not care less about faith or the church for my mind to
produce such a dream.

Regardless of what and how, | cannot deny the fact
that my dream has dramatically transformed my life
without hesitation. It is with complete confidence and
assurance that the dream was a divine intervention and
a visit from God Himself.

Praise be to our Lord Jesus Christ.
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