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issues of faith, the social life of the parish, general education
and readers' letters. Nohra magazine is published by Nohra
Publishing Company, issued every two manths.

(1)Ownership and copyright held by Nohra Publishing
(2)Materials received by Nohra become the property of Nohra.
(3)Articles received by Nohra will not be returned fo the sender.
(4)Materials accepted by Nohra are not to be published by any
other publisher without the specific permission of Mohra. (5)
Nohra is under no obligation to publish articles received and
has the right to select time and date of any article published.
(6) Nohra has the right to edit any material received. (7) Nohra
is not legally responsible of any printing errors. (8)Authors must
include the sources of any information included in their articles.
Nohra reserves the right not to publish any article in which
sources are not supplied.
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possible. {3)Hand writing must be clear and legible.
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Baptism: July 09 — August 09

Larisa - Barnadett Noori Christina - Rita Yousef
Joseph - Patros Iskandar Oliver - Joseph Misho
Christian - Ammanuel Butros [zac Thomas Yousif
Jessicca - Margrett Batras Marios - Yousif Metti

Issac - Bahho Hanna Nicholas - Noel Goga
Yashwa - Shamoon Matti Rosemary - Mary yako
Shana - Rita Dankha Sabrina - Maryam Hermiz
Luisa - Shmony Matei Emmanuel Shabo

Marino - Khalid Dawd Channel - Rafqa Korkes
Patricia Hurmez Natasha - Mary Isshak
Adrian Madalou Yana - Rita Yousif

Nicolas - Patros Youhana Christina - Warenia Ushana
Rita - Tearza Korkes annabell - Teresa Mansour
‘Thomas - Gorgis Odish Emily - Mina Nissan
Mirna - Mariam Yalda Nathan - Sewrisho Hanna
Stephanie - Merry Nissan Chantal - Shamoni Issa
Alyssia - Regina Toma Marsella - Mariam Dinkha

Marriage: July 09 — August 09

Rafid Odish & Narmine Almanno
Petros Samano & Nashwa Maroky
Bassam Jameel & Riva Nissan
Fouad Mattosha & Angaim Siaed

Deceased: July 09 — August 09

Polis Michael Shamoun Matti
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Testimonies from a few

Melbournian Priests

Archbishop Dennis Hart
Archbishop of Melbourne

Nearly forty-one
years after priestly
ordination I have

never ceased to
wonder  at the
nearness and love
of God and what
he asks us to do.
I am conscious of
his protecting and
forgiving love, as |
have sought to be the instrument of that
love, teaching and goodness to people.

I was born on 16th May 1941, the
eldest of three children of Kevin and

Nancy Hart, in the old Saint Vincent’s
Hospital next to the Fire Station in East
Melbourne, not 200 metres from Saint
Patrick’s Cathedral.

After ordination as a sub-Deacon in
1966, a Deacon in March,
1967, I was ordained to the priesthood in
Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, by
Bishop Arthur Fox on 22nd July, 1967.
Sixteen young men were ordained priests
for Melbourne on that day. Coming to
the priesthood I was humbly reliant on the
wonder of what God had called me to do as
an instrument of his truth and holiness.

December,

In recent years when I have ordained
Deacons, Priests and  Bishops, |
have become even more aware of the
mysterious invitation given by the Lord
in youthful years, which if followed with
faith and courage will flower into a call
to the priesthood and the response, ever
generous though mysterious, which will
lead on to priests who are ardent and
gentle servants of the Gospel, of holiness,
of truth and of service. I remain in deep
wonder at the call that God has provided.
But I know that he has enabled priests to
become other Christs called to holiness,
committed to the rteaching of rthe
Magistcrium and with a mission to search
out and find those who have gone astray,
as well as nourishing God’s faithful in his
love for them.

I would hope that young people of today
would welcome the Lord’s invitation, follow
it with rrust because the Lord is faithful,
and also come to priesthood or religious
life. It remains mysterious. It is always
challenging, but it is constantly consoling
as the design of a loving Father to bring his
love to the people of our time.

Bishop Christopher Prowse
Auxilliary Bishop of Melbourne

I became a priest
because 1 felt Jesus
calling me to this
special vocation. Jesus
calls me stll. It is a
gentle bur very deep
invitation everyday to
be the sort of person
Jesus wants me o
be. I have become
a servant in the
Church. T proclaim the Good News found
in the scriptures. I lead the people in the
celebration of the Sacraments and encourage
the community of the parish to grow in faith.

It is never boring being a priest. There is
so much variety. I teach theology - the study
of God - and try to encourage seminarians
and lay people to be educated better in the
Catholic faith.

Every person must strive to be happy in life.
I find T grow in happiness whenever [ pray
both on my own and in the community called
Church. The Catholic Church is our wonderful
mother in which the riches of Christ are so
fully found. The more I serve in our Church
the more [ truly feel “at home”.

Fr Andrew Keswick

Andrew was just a
young boy when he
first fele a call to the
priesthood. He saw
that the priest was the
instrument  through
which the gift of the
Eucharist is brought
before us. The privilege
of beinga man through
whom God acts in this
most special way made a deep impression on
his heart. This, along with the fact that the
priest has a very special connection with the
people to whom he ministered made Andrew
want to share in this twofold relationship with
God and his people. It was not long after that
that Andrew expressed his desire to become a
priest. He was only a young boy at the time. But
the call and the desire were strong. In the years
following Andrew became a server at Mass. It
was by ministering at the altar that Andrew
grew in appreciation for the liturgy and the
sacred office of the priesthood. Andrew felt
at home on the sanctuary but without taking
for granted the grear privilege. He was also
involved in parish activities, and as a young

Year of the Priests @

man was surrounded by an encouraging and
supportive community. Throughout his years
in school, Andrew mostly kept to himself his
interest in the priesthood: it was not exactly
a common vocation! Nonetheless, Andrew
did nor hide his love of the Lord and of his
Church. This proved to be challenging for
him, especially when so many of his friends
were either non-practicing or non-believers.
Yet the call that he received in his very early
years, while hidden, remained strong. During
year 12, Andrew attended a few inquiry days
and met a number of young men who were
also considering priestly life. It was very
encouraging to know that he was not the
only one thinking about priesthood, and that
everyone had questions and sometimes doubts.
The time just before entering the seminary
was wrought with indecision and uncertainty.
But the assurances and accompaniment of
his parish priest and spiritual director, as well
as family and friends, made the decision to
enter the seminary easier for him. Andrew was
ordained to the priesthood on 14 July 2007.

Nicholas Pearce
Interview with
Nicholas Pearce when
he was a third year
seminarian

Q. Who or what
influenced you
to study for the
priesthood?

It was at World
Youth Day in Rome in
2000 that I first heard
the call, but I was in
Year 11 at Aquinas College at the time and
not ready to make a decision. After finishing
Year 12 and working for a year at Aquinas
doing a traineeship, I started in 2003 at ACU
doing a degree in Youth Work. At the time
I was living in a St Vincent de Paul young
adult community where we had daily Mass
and the opportunity to do lots of voluntary
work in the soup van and kids activities. Fr
Anthony Denton was my spiritual advisor,
and knowing of my dissatisfaction with my
studies, he suggested I contact Fr Paul Stuart
who was then the Director of Vocations. The

consistent example of good priests such as Fr
Denton, Fr Stuart and my parish priest, Fr
Greg Pritchard, led me to know what it is to
be a priest. I was still waiting for a ‘lightening
bolt’ to make up my mind for me, but that
was never going to happen. | realized | had to
trust Christ, and having decided to give it a
go, | haven't looked back.
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@ A Catholic View

IN DYING WE GAIN
ETRNAL LIFE

n dying, we gain eternal life. These

words were spoken by St. Francis
many, many years ago. They are to
be found in that beautiful prayer of
his, “Lord, make me an instrument
of Thy peace.” And in saying these
words, he was reiterating the words
of Jesus who spoke of the death of
a grain of wheat and the abundant
life which followed this. Now how
can this be? It dies but goes on to
produce a good harvest. Something
of a paradox, wouldn't you say?

Let’s look at it more deeply. What
actually dies? The husk; the tissue
under the husk; the part which
can be seen and which comes into
contact with the world. Well, we
can understand that. So from whence
comes the fruitfulness?

It comes from the wonderful God-
given, inherent spark of life, the eternal
spark contained within. This spark
cannot develop to its ultimate ability
until the confines, the weight and the
hindrance of the body of the grain, are
shed. Initially these tissues are used to
support and nourish the developing
rootlets but it quickly outgrows this
and eventually becomes a mature plant
producing a rich harvest.
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By: Lau Ralph

Well, it is a nice, scientific little story
but how does it concern us?

Scientific? little?

How closely it represents us and the
way in which we live.

We also have a body and we also
have that wonderful spark of eternal
life, created and endowed by God our
Father, our spirit, our immortal soul.

One must admit that the body usually
receives the first care. We think of
what we need, want, or what we would
simply like. We take steps to fulfil
these desires and sometimes the steps
we take, the ways of living we adopt,
and the habits, which we develop,
are not always of benefit to the soul.
Physical satisfaction and comfort are
often paramount. We can see and
feel the body; it is always very much
present in our minds and in our living.
The spirit does not often make much
of an impact on our consciousness so
it only gets an occasional thought, if
ever. However, all that we do, all our
activities and habits, good or bad, are
echoed and reflected in the spirit. The
increase or the decrease of grace in the
spirit are dependent on the conduction
of our living; on our good works or our
bad ones.

And herewith lies the problem. The
body will die eventually and the soul
will be left alive, but in what state?
In order to ensure that the state of
the spirit at the physical death of the
body is a worthy state; it is necessary
for us to let our bodies die a little
throughout our lives. This does not
mean that we neglect the body, it is,
after all, a gift from God and should
be treated as such. It means that the
welfare of the spirit should come
first and the body should not really
take precedence over it. Sometimes
it is beneficial to perform some type
of penance, make an effort to help
another person in need, an extra
prayer or two or a read of the Gospel.
Now and again practise a spiritual or
a corporal work of mercy. A little
dying rather than risking the well-
being of the soul. This small dying
will give the soul the opportunity of
flourishing. To allow the body to die
in this way, allows the spirit to live,
to spread its rootlets and to continue
to grow in the graces and blessings
of God until it reaches maturity
and presents Him, when it is finally
separated from the body, with a rich
and abundant harvest



Catholic Teaching & Economy @

Pope Benedict XVT’s
Rigid Plan for G-8

By: Jwan Kada

Most of you have heard of the
economy crises we are facing

and yet to face in the coming future.
Yeah sure, it's scaring most people,
but we need to find a way to get past
that and find a solution instead of
dreading it. The G-8 conference that
was held in Italy brought together all
wortld leaders to discuss how we can
omit such predicament.

Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI
took part in the G-8; he released a
30,000-word encyclical titled ‘Charity
in Truth’. This document was observed
during the G-8 conference. The Holy
Father suggested that it might be
time for the world leaders to listen
to disadvantage countries instead of
only listening to the more advantaged
countries. His Holiness suggests that
we stop turning a blind eye and start
C()nf‘l‘()ntiﬂg issues SU.Ch as: P(]VCI'L—}"
that exists in developing countries,
where most Catholics reside.

He also sadly recognised that this
crisis is not only a result of individual
greed but also in the decline and

corruption of values in financial

institutions. We are now living the
result of the greed, whether it was in
the form of an individual or a country
itself.

In February, the Pope had said of the
financial collapse that “human greed is
a form of idolatry”, which the Church
must denounce “courageously”. The
church is most definitely against
greed and has been in the process of
influencing a change to poverty.

The encyclical released by the Holy
Father is seen as a very harsh and
inflexible plan. However, the purpose
of his plan is to raise social justice
awareness and a chance for global
governments to make a change. The
church has become a part of protecting
the right of private property for a very
long time, the Pope suggests that
the government do the same and
start looking at making those rights
available to the broader community
and help people gain rights to their
political freedom.

We are all in this together; therefore,
what I decide to do with my money

is somechow going to affect others

around me. Hence, the Holy Father
suggested that we live more prudently
and become more aware of others’
welfare. Just because 1 can always
afford it, therefore, 1 should spend.
However, us the universal church,
should stop spending big and stop
living as if we are the only people
here, but instead recognise that we are
a part of something bigger and there
are others around us who might be
affected by how we decide to live.

This economy and market crisis
might have been predictable
because of capitalism; it might have
been the result of many actions
taken by financial institutions as
well global governments. In spite
of this, we need to find a way to
do something about it. Caritas
proposes that world leaders need to
fight against world poverty and not
just turn a blind eye to it because
by doing that according to Caritas
we are “Robbing the poor to feed
the rich”. This will be a tough one
to debate against because of how

true it appeals to be.

Sources:

1. ‘The Age’; http://www.theage.com.au/opinion/popes-worthy-plea-up-against-market-forces-20090713-dig4.html; Retrieved July 14th 2009.
2. Zenit’; hitp:/fwww.zenit.org/article-26358 ?!=english; Retrieved July 6th 2009.
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@ Youth & Media

Exposed by the media

By: Fadia Hirmiz

ow why when we all look back,

we all wish we could have at
least gone back and fixed a situation
in our lives. This goes to show that
not everything goes our way. We all
need to wake up from this fantasy
dream world. In this world, to be
perfect is almost impossible. We need
to realise what life is throwing at us
today. When you wake up, media
flaunts the most invaluable garbage
at you whether it is through listening
to the radio as we are going to work
or school, watching television or even
in the paper on the way back home.
Now the media has its purpose in
our lives. Yes, I'm referring to its
manipulation. Now not all media
does this and you don’t even realise
this until you begin to think what
the messages and purposes of these
materials are. There’s a great example
of this: the internet as great source
of information which is not utterly
reliable but still efficient in occupying
time for those who find time to
themselves as boredom. Facebook is a
great social network but how many of
you class each other by the amount of
friends each has. This can be explained
because how many of you honestly
catch up with all those friends on
Facebook. In fact, today a “friend’s”
definition should be rephrased to a
“social marketing tool”. We have all
most likely been brainwashed as to
what we value most these days. We
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have been shifted away from being
individuals with an identity which
stands out and represents each and
every single one of us. This means
we all are beginning to have the same
thoughts and perspectives towards
things. Let’s say the “cool thing” to
d.o Would bC to g() outon a Saturdﬂ.y
night. Have you ever stopped to think
how many people would pray to live
another night in their lives? Where
this leads us to be is a place where we
are dominated by actions, facts and
sources that evolve around us. From
this, we are afraid to speak out; afraid
of being an outcast. This is where
reality hasn’t hit in that one day we all
have to face the consequences of our
actions. One day, someone will need
to be the one to do the small thing
in his life that makes a difference to
an innocent person’s life. This can
be done from donating five cents
to a homeless man on the street or
complimenting a lady’s beautiful eyes
or even just a simple thank you to
mum for making you breakfast each
morning. It's not hard, and secondly
this is purely from the good will of
one’s effort. Unfortunately, this is not
recognised in everyday society. We
never have really taken a moment to
stop and thank those who do the small
things in this world. Saying hello to
someone might not be of a grear cost
to ask for, but the smile put on the
person’s face is priceless. This means

simplicity has been wiped out in the
media. We have been caught in this
cycle where the latest celebrity adopts
another child is a great hero. But do
we really need to stop and listen to
the good these people are doing, as
we too are people just as they are,
but an ordinary person who would
just as well adopt a child doesn’t get
the same media coverage as these so
called celebrities are put out there.
My greatest fear is that people are
being judged and classified according
to ridicules criteria. This may include
not having the latest fashion trend,
technological gadget or even hair
style. We have become creatures with
no real sense of compassion, trust,
dignity and respect. In this society,
we must not forget that we are gifts
in this world; each with their own
talents and abilities. We must take
advantage of these valuable blessings.
I understand being a Chaldean
catholic, being a perfect person must
seem achievable but in reality, like
everything, if you do not give what
is from your heart then what you
get out is not the best achievable
outcome. We all have potential and
we should use it in every possible
way, which can be fun, but at same
time decent in form and beneficial
to yourself and those around you. As
your actions may not seem to affect
you but they will certainly affect
those around you.



Catholic Teaching & Evolution Theory @

EVOLUTION

By: Merna Maroky

never been formally condemned by
the Roman Catholic Church. St
Augustine’s position on evolution in
the 4th century as being the work
of God evidently proves that the
misconception does not exist and that
the Roman Catholic Church has in
no way expressly disapproved of the
evolution theory. Pope Puis XII also
stated in 1950 thatevolution wasavalid
scientific approach to the development
of humans. In 1996, Pope John Paul
I1 also made a stance on evolution and
said that Charles Darwin’s theories on
evolution were sound, as long as they
took into account that creation was
the work of God, and that Darwin’s
theory of evolution was “more than a
hypothesis.”

In today’s day and age, the Roman
Catholic Church does acknowledge
and accept the evolution theory to
a certain degree. Pope Benedict XVI
stated in his book Creation and
Evolution that the clash between
evolution and creationism is an
absurdity because of the “...scientific
proof in favour of evolution...”
Furthermore, Pope Benedict XVI
continued to state that evolution did
not answer all the questions and could
not exclude a role by God. The Pope
praised progress gained by science,

but cautioned that evolution raises
philosophical questions science alone
cannot answer.

Thus, if scientific proof is in favour
of evolution, what does this essentially
mean for creationism? What about
the book of Genesis? The Catholic
position on Scripture has always been
that it is the word of God, word for
word. This is not to be disputed in
any way; the Scripture is the word of
God! However, the language of the
Scripture needs to be interpreted in
the correct light. When interpreting
the Scripture and what it is saying
to humanity; close attention must
be given to the genre that is being
presented. Some sections of the Bible
are historical facts, some are allegories
and others are poetic. If the genre
is misinterpreted, Gods message in
that particular Scripture may also be
misinterpreted.

In regards to the Scripture of Genesis,
St Augustine did not believe that God
was making scientific assertions; he
may or may not be right. However,
regardless of whether we agree or
not with St Augustine’s position on
Genesis, his opinion that intellectual
humility is a necessity when reading
the Scripture stands. A Catholic
may interpret the book of Genesis

literally or as an allegory. Some
faithful Catholics believe that God
created the universe and all that is in
it exactly word for word as it is laid
out in Genesis, others regard Genesis
as a metaphor and would say that in
the book of Genesis God was using
the language of Love, rather than the
language of science. Whether or not
the book of Genesis is interpreted
literally or as an allegory in no way
diminishes faith. God is in search of a
faithful heart, not a degree in science!

Overall, it seems that the theory
of evolution is not something to be
feared, but rather, a theory to be
understood. The Catholic Church
has not set itself against science,
nor does it every
whim of the scientific community.
The Church does not propose
that religion become science or
science religion; rather that they
are interdependent. The theory
of evolution along with science is
not something to be feared as it
expands our knowledge and brings
us great insight. The evolution
theory is no way a threat to the
existence of God. Science cannot
prove or disprove God’s existence
because God is outside the limits of
empirical measurement.

subscribe to
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Catholic Teaching & Evolution Theory

GREATIONISIV

=

“Science can purify
religion from error and
superstition;

Religion can purify
science from idolatry
and false absolutes.

Each can draw the other
into a wider world, a

world in which both

can flourish. We need
each other to be what
we must be, what we are

called to be.”
(Pope John Paul I1)
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he debate between creationism

and evolution has been ongoing
since Charles Darwin’s theory; Origin
of Species was introduced 150 years
ago. Darwin presented compelling
evidence that all species of life have
evolved over time from common
ancestors; through a process he called
natural selection. Darwin’s theory of
natural selection laid the groundwork
for the modern evolutionary theory;
that all living things are related to one
another to varying degrees through
common decent and have developed
from other species.

In the past, the evolution theory
was disregarded by Catholics as it
undermined the basic theory of
creationism. Creationism in the
widest sense is the doctrine that the
material of the universe was created
by God out of no pre-existing subject.
The theory of evolution essentially
contradicts the book of Genesis; that
God created the heavens and the
earth. Thus, creationism and evolution
have essentially been presented as
alternatives that exclude each other.

However, it is a common
misconception that the Catholic
Church denounces Darwin’s theory
of evolution. Throughout history,
Darwinism and evolution have



Iraq

talkmg to her

By: Karmen Markis

My life changed that day.

That day the sky rained,

But there were no clouds;

No wind or lightning

It wasn’t raining from the heavens,
It was rain sent from hell.

It left holes in the walls,

Shattered the windows,

Killed my children

And destroyed my life.

They said that they came with a flag of peace

They said they came to break my chains,

They said they came to set my spirit free,

But they came and tore down my flag;
Burnt it and trampled all over it.
They added more locks to my chians,
And they incarcerated my spirit

My life is a fate worse than death.

And yours my children,

I cannot begin to imagine what
your life is like.

I see you flee,

I see you starve

I see you cry

I see yo die.

What have I done to you?

The gifts I was given,

In turn were gifts I gave to you.

And are the curses that you now carry.

You cannot remember times of bliss
like I can;

Cannot comprehend a time when
you were not running,

When you were not rebuilding,

When you were not dying,

You have been denied me.
Yet you die for me.
You allow yourself to be killed for me,

For those of you that have left,
1 do not deplore you or look down on you,
I know that even from places

afar you seek to protect me.

Self Esteem

how does one find it?

By: Anne Ayoub

Estccm means o Vall.l{: or to ﬁnd
worthy. To have low self esteem is
thinking of oneself worthless. People
with low self esteem never feel in
charge of their own lives. They
often feel like victims, outsiders or
unimportant.

Low self esteem has two faces. One
is the personality that seems to always
be the negative one, the one who
says: | can’t, | shouldn’t, and I have
to. The other face is the person who
seems very critical, very independent,
an obsessive perfectionist and often is
in leadership positions. To be truly in
charge of one’s life, one must eliminate
anger, the feeling of loneliness and the
desire to control others.

Those with true self esteem are in
charge of their lives. They take full
responsibility for everything that
happens. If a part of their life is
not working out they tap into their
creative, intuitive side to change
the outcome or simply accept the
situation as a good life lesson. Instead
of blaming others and wasting time
saying, if only I had a better job, if I
only had money, If I only did this and
that, set about discovering why this is
presently your situation.

True self esteem is when one can say:
I can do, I can have, and I can make
my life what I desire it to be. One
must be satisfied with the steps one
takes for the goals one sets. Focus on
being better, not better than everyone
around you.

This week try and be aware of
the times you feel uncomfortable,
depressed, discouraged, frustrated,
out of control, very independent,
critical and ask yourself: where am [
not valuing myself?

Remember to love yourself as much
as anybody deserves your own love
ﬂnd l't:spﬁct.

Reflections @

What influences
me?

Reflectioon on St. Francis

By: Mahir Morad

What influences me?

What influences me from Saint
Francis of Assisi’s story is the courage
and love towards God, the church and
his people. St. Francis gave up all his
fortune, wealth, entertainment, and
sexual desires. He followed a homeless
beggar who asked him for some
money who could have easily been
Christ himself begging. St. Francis
transformed his life.

Saint Francis had a vision of Jesus
Christ saying, “Francis, Francis, go
and repair my house which, as you
can see, is falling into ruins”. This
really inspired me to do the same
thing Saint Francis did as he devoted
his life for God, the poor and the
church, which I value to be the
most important aspects of my life. It
inspired me to serve the church with
all my heart by giving all my time I
am capable of giving.

Saint Francis was a great preacher,
which is my other passion. He also
inspired me when he challenged the
Muslim King to test true religions in
fire but they retreated, when Saint
Francis entered the fire first and left
unharmed, they gave him permission
to preach, this inspires me to preach
the word of God everywhere. T try
and preach everywhere, whether it’s at
work, out with the boys, in the train
or on tea breaks, so that they may hear
the good news and may acknowledge
Jesus as the Lord and Saviour, giving
them a chance to lead a happy life and
enter the kingdom of Heaven.
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@ Flower Page

Sinned

By: Sandra Mansour

I had a dream that continued for three
days. ..

I saw Jesus surrounded by bleeding
roses, nails and thorns with dripping
blood. Sadness filled the space.
Jesus was wearing a white rope that
was covered with blood and he was
crying with a heart that is broken
into pieces. Jesus was surrounded
by the devil, who was laughing
and ridiculing Jesus saying, “I won
another child of yours, and your
believers continue to decline as I
slowly win them over to me.” Jesus
was hurt by this. So I decided to stop
sinning. I went to church the next
day, prayed to Mother Mary and
asked for her help. I confessed to my
parish priest, I told him how sorry I
was and that I wanted to start all over.
The next day 1 had another dream,
which was beautiful. I dreamed of a
place that was surrounded by Howers,
angels and Jesus, who was very happy.
“T am proud of you”, He said happily.
So I made a decision to change my life
and start afresh and never break His
loving heart, for he loved me so much
that he died for me. I will continue to
strengthen my faith in Christ and I will
always be proud that [ am His child.
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The
Memorare

By: Dr. Shamoon Yacoub

How precious is your loving kindness
O, Lord, therefore, we put our trust
under the shadows of your wings.
We are abundantly satisfied with the
fullness of your house and you give us
drink from the river of your pleasures;
for with you is the fountain of life. In
your light we see light. We will bless
the Lord at all times. His praise shall
continually be in our mouth.

Our souls shall make their boast in
the Lord; the humble shall hear of it
and be glad. O, magnify the Lord with
us and let is exalt his name together.

As for me, I will sing praise with my
whole heart. I sought the Lord and he
heard me, and he delivered me from
all my fears. I will sing of mercy and
justice to you, O, Lord, i will worship
you.

Vindicate meinyourloving kindness,
create in me a clean heart O God and
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

Thank you very much Lord for giving
me a holly mother. I will mention a
very few of them under the title: “The
memorare” which is a precious prayer
I have learned from childhood and
is a prayer which can’t be missed by
anyone.

The prayer “The memorare”:

“Remember, O most gracious
virgin Mary, that never was it
known, that anyone who fled to
your protection, implored your
help, or sought your intercession
was left unaided. Inspired with
this confidence, I fly unto you, O
virgin of virgins, my mother, to
you do I come? Before you I stand?
Sinful and sorrowful.

O, mother of the word incarnate,
despise not my petitions, but in
your mercy hear and answer me..

Amen”.

2009
Year of the

Priests

Prayer for Priests

What is a Priest?

A priest is a Christian, a member
of the Church, called by God to
proclaim the “Good News” of
salvation to the world and to lead
God’s people in worship, especially in
making present the saving sacrifice of
Jesus on the Cross in the Eucharist.
He is also privileged to bring Christ
to people in the Sacraments: he
gives the life of Christ to people in
Baptism; he forgives their sins in
Reconciliation; he anoints the sick;
he officiates at weddings. In general,
the priest brings Jesus Christ to
people in their spiritual needs.

A Prayer for Priests

Heavenly Father, we thank you
for our priests whom You have
chosen, anointed and sent to us to
be instruments of Your salvation
and sanctification for us.

Pour out Your grace upon them.
Let them remember that in
responding to Your call, they are
never alone.

Relying on Your almighty power
and believing in Christ, Whose
priesthood they share, may they
devote themselves to their ministry
with complete in  You.
Strengthen them with the gifts of
the Holy Spirit, and help them to
serve those entrusted to their care.
Through them may Your Word be
truly proclaimed, and may Your
sacraments, especiallythe Eucharist,
be faithfully administered and
devoutly received.

Amen.

trust



Year of the Priests @

Priesthood

By: Fr. Anthony Denton STL

Director of Vocations, Archdiocese of Melbourne

he priesthood is a vocation primarily

to serve others and Holy Orders is
the sacrament by which it is conferred. As
the Catechism of the Catholic Church states,
“This sacrament configures the recipient to
Christ by a special grace of the Holy Spirit, so
that he may serve as Christ’s instrument for
his Church. By ordination one is enabled to
act as a representative of Christ, Head of the
Church, in his triple office of priest, prophet
and king.” (CCC 1581)

The feast of St John Vianney (4th August)
falls during National Vocations Awareness
Week in Australia, and this year especially
the Holy Father has asked us to look to St
John Vianney as a model for the priesthood
during this Year for Priests. Also known as
the Curé of Ars, St John was named patron
saint of parish priests by Pope Pius XI in
1929 due to his heroic example of ministry
as a diocesan priest. Born in Dardilly, France
on the 3rd May 1786, St John endured
many obstacles and difficulties before he was
ordained on the 12th August 1815. In 1817
he was assigned to the tiny village of Ars-
en-Dombes near Lyons. For 42 years, the
Curé of Ars laboured in this remote country
parish until his death on 4th August 1859.
In the last years of his life over 100,000

people were travelling to Ars each year for
Confession and to seek the wise counsel of
this holy and humble priest.

During a holiday in Europe a couple
of years ago [ visited Ars and celebrated
Mass on the altar at the foot of the crystal
reliquary containing St John Vianney's
incorrupt body. There are signs directing
the pilgrim to Ars but it remains today
something of the sleepy village that it
was when St John first went there. The
chroniclers recount the story of St John’s
arrival at Ars. At a cross road some
distance from the village he met a young
boy to whom he said, “If you show me
the way to Ars I will show you the way
to heaven.”

In a nutshell this is the vocation of every
priest: to lead peopleto the Triune God who
is a communion of love which reaches its
fullness in heaven. The Catechism quotes
St John Vianney’s famous description of
who the Catholic priest is and what his
vocation entails: “The priest continues
the work of redemption on earth... If we
really understood the priest on earth, we
should die not of fright but of love. ...
The Priesthood is the love of the heart of
Jesus.” (CCC 1589)

In this Year for Priests we pray that many
young men will generously offer their
lives to Christ as his priests:

O God our Father, You promised “I will
appoint shepherds for My sheep who
will shepherd them so that they need no
longer fear and tremble: and none shall
be missing” (Jer. 23:4-5).

Hear the prayers of Your flock. Through
the intercession of Your beloved priest, St
John Vianney, we beg You to call to the
sacramental priesthood generous men
who will desire nothing more than to
serve You in imitation of Your Son, Our
Lord Jesus Christ, our Higﬁ] Priest.

And rzﬁe?‘ You call them, we pray that
You sustain the dﬂubg(id, console the
dismumged, and frrmg‘fbe?i the weak
as they start the long and demanding
Prfpﬂ?‘ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁr rbfprf:efr}é‘ﬂﬂ!i

Mary, mother of priests and example of
faithful, humble and joyful acceprance
of God’s will, help all those who are
called to the priesthood to apen their
ears and hearts to the gentle call of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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