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1. Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith: ‘DECLARATION ON
PROCURED ABORTION” www.
varican.va/ roman_curia/ cnngrcgations/
cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_
doc_19741118_declaration-abortion_
en.html.
2. Pro-Choice Movement: hetp://
en .wikip cdia,orgﬁ wiki/Pro-choice.

3. The Herald Sun Newspaper.
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Baptism: September - October 2008

Marbella - Mariam Mikhael  Youllunda - Hanni Koro

Veron - Sorisho Bidawid Marissa Kako

Oriana Gurges Pearlene - Bernadette Tello
Jassica Bahjat Sebastian Toma

Emanuel - Metanios Hanna ~ Emilio - Yousif Mushy
Laurence - Shamoon Toma Lavinia - Mary Hanna
Isabelle - Vibronia Hanna Daniella Jarjis

Elijah - Elli Oraha Chloe - Mariam Alsaamany
Gloria Yousif Patrick Zuhair Hankla
Natalie - Maryem Sheba Nancy - Rita Toma
Kyrollos - Mina Warda Savio - Hermiz Toma
Patrick Majed Sanity Jacob Matei

Kerlose Murad Danny - Christiano Habib
Elsina Hanna Andrew Mansur

Rosemary - Rahiel Odish Valentina - Tanya Al-Gaznakhi
Carlos - Mina Bniamen

Marriage: September - October 2008

Bachelor Degree of Business Chris Odish &  Sefa Youans

. Bassam Odeesh &  Suzan Sadiq
Accounting graduated on 24th of Yass Thomas &  Gvaziella Vincitorio

October 2008 Zeya Merouki &  Rana Hana
s sy il o] b ) Al puds Roni Isho &  Jamie Melissa Way
- - L“Sfﬁ i ¢ Saad Oraha &  Sandi Yacoob
el d
90 ol gsds

& dumolad] g 5 Bolgd o W dunlis
2008 JhosY duwlowe

What is a computer’s first sign of old age? WBysl Y A Clid jwgedl BB b e Ul Ldlasdl wyde diully) ikl
Loss of memory.

Teacher : Peter how do you definea kilom<‘:trc? e o gz § uS] cclistas ooy wﬁ::ij
Peter: It’s casy sir even an infant could tell it. - ) . R, S /

Teacher : Then tell me. Laerab dnbll b dalyd diace Loiegd L;B?H e dtas b ey el
Peter : Sir a kilometre is the distance in meters LlSTs &I ghaby 50l Labls daleyd diasie
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Mar Aphram Festival of Arts 2008 @

on stage which drew our attention

to the truc meaning of the Festival.
Poems, plays, hymns, video clips
you name it, we had it! Oh, and
how could T forget, the amazing
David Ficld, actor/director, joined
us for this very special tradition of
ours. Another exciting part of the
program for the Festival is taking
a tour around the wonderfully
presented Arts Centre. This year
was unbelievable as there were many

wonderful things to look at. It is so
good to see that many people from
our community are actually taking
this chance to show off their talent
and not only that, but to also share
their hobbies with the rest of us.

DAY 2

This brings me to the second and
final day of Mar Aphram Festival
of Arts 2008. With approximately
500 and more watching, the

amazing Mesopotamia Group
started the evening off performing
for us the amazing traditional
songs that most of us grew up
listening to, and boy are they
talented or what? Also we had
the more talented students from
Mar Aphram Saturday school
who performed for us hymns and
prayers for Mother Teresa. We
then had the pleasure of having the
junior youth group perform for us
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@ Mar Aphram Festival of Arts 2008

The Two-Day Journey Of

MAR APHRAM!

et me begin by saying “WOW”!

What an amazingjourncy it was
to be involved in what I would call a
tremendous, well organized festival
that was full of joy and excitement.
Being the MC made it much more
exciting, because we got to see
all sorts of emotions that people
felt backstage. Emotions such as
excitement, anger, laughter, nerves
and fear. Having to see so many
new faces, the young and the older,
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By: Nashwa Maroky

wanting to show their talent to our
community, and that is one of the
main reasons why Mar Aphram is
becoming more and more of a hot
topic each year.

DAY 1

We started and ended this year’s
Mar Aphram Festival with an
outstanding performance that had
everyone sitting on the edge of their
scats. The play by the senior youth

group entitled, ‘Be My Witness' had
so many meanings that it actually
gave me goose bumps. It was a way
of telling the youth that God needs
you as much as you need Him. Then
we had our very own church choir
do what they do best. They sang the
amazing hymn that is sung each and
every year of the Festival. We could
even now call it the anthem of Mar
Aphram Festival of Arts. We then

began having more and more talent



Mar Aphram Festival of Arts 2008 @

years. He had received many awards
for his talent including Sydney
Theatre Critics award for Best actor
2005, and also Helpmann award
for Best actor 2004. He is also a
director who has just completed a
film which is a Lebanese Australian
film set in Western Sydney called
“The Combination’ It was such an
honour having Mr. David Field with
us for the two days of Mar Aphram.

And what a wonderful speech he
gave us in the end.

At the end of day two, we
had the pleasure of giving our
wonderful  volunteers their
deserved award. And of course, we
also had the amazing raffle tickets
in which were drawn at the very
end. Congratulations to all the
winners and better luck next time
to the rest of us!

COCLUSION

In conclusion, on behalf of all the
people who worked really hard for
this year’s Mar Aphram, I would like
to say a big thank you for everyone
who participated, everyone who
came and everyone who performed
on these two very special days of
mar Aphram. I hope that there
will be many more years of joy and
excitement to come.
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@ Mar Aphram Festival of Arts 2008

a play entitled ‘FREE’. A play that
also had many of us thinkingabout
the ten masks that were worn by
our actors, which represented
drugs, alcohol, temptation, fear,
jealousy,  rejection,  revenge,
family, peer-pressure and friends.
In other words, it is these ten
‘masks’ that are holding youth
back from freedom. We also had

the pleasure of hearing poems on
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the final day of Mar Aphram. We
then had the beautiful talented
little actors from the junior church
choir perform for us the story of
the little girl named Bernadette.
She was a 14 year old girl from
Lourdes who had seen a lady’ in a
cave on the 11th of February 1858.
The Church believes that these
visions of this ‘lady’ to have been
of the Virgin Mary. These little

children did such an amazing job
at performing this story, that we
are really thankful.

[ then had the pleasure of
introducing David Field, our special
guest, who had kindly taken the time
to join us for the two days of our
special tradition. For many people
this name would just seem to be like
any other name. In fact, Mr. David
Field is an actor and has been for 25



On Saturday the 4th of October
the children of Our Lady
of Plants
waiting anxiously, for they were to

Guardian Parish  were
receive Jesus Christ into their hearts.
for the first time. After ten months of
preparations, including the teachings
of both Catechism and the Vigils of
Mass, the day had finally arrived.

Before commencing the ceremony, it
was evident to all those who surrounded
the children that they were quite anxious
and excited. [ recall hearingsome children
whispering in animated voices that they
had “butterflies in their stomachs” The
children seemed to be aware that this day,
for which they had been preparing during
the last ten months, would be an integral
part of their lives as Christians.

The First Holy Communion is the
“Holy Sacramentofthe Eucharist'”. The

1. World Book International, World Book Volume Ci -
Cz , Printed United States of America, 1996, pg 238.

The

Parish Events @

First Holy

Communion

2008

last supper is when Jesus gathered
all of his disciples together at the
table of his love and asked them
to eat and drink. the bread and
wine as this was his body and his
blood. The body and the blood of
Jesus Christ symbolizes for all that
Christ is the assurance of hope and
the assurance of unwavering love.
The class of 2008 consisted of
123 students and 6 teachers varying
across three campuses including
Roxburgh Park, Dallas and Mill
Park. The students and the whole
community were united at Our
Lady Guardian of Plants to celebrate
this magnificent day. The students
were all dressed in white robes on
this sacred day. Many ask, “why is
whiteworn? This is simply due to
white symbolizing purity. The mass
was conducted among our Holy
Communion Class by three priests

By: Mtutiima Manoky

and displayed unconscious hope
to all in the future generation of
our congregation. Proud parents,
families, teachers and parishioners
watched as the young people invited
Jesus into their hearts and minds,
thus declaring that they want him to
be a part of their lives forever.
Thanks are due to all who devoted
their time to help these young
parishioners fulfil another step
of their Catholic lives, especially
the teachers dedicated
countless of hours in preparation
and committed themselves wholly

who

to help the students receive the
Blessed Sacrament. Also a big thank
you to all the families and friends
who supported the First Holy
Communion class by attending the
mass: you are all responsible for
the wonderful memories that these
children will have.
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@ Flower Section

My Experience
During Planting

By: Roseanne Rofaeel

Hello,

My name is Roseanne Rofaeel and I will be telling you about my experience
during planting.

A couple of weeks ago, I got to go to planting with 9 other children that are making
their First Holy Communion at Mar Aphram Chaldean School in Roxburgh Park.
It was a great experience and this is why:

We all had a task of planting 10 — 15 plants each. First of all, some children had
to make some holes with ‘hole makers. The other children had to take out the
plants and sticks and lay them down next to a hole. When we had enough holes we
started to do the best part, planting. We were so excited because we were doing a
very good thing for our planet Earth.

When Pope Benedict XVI came for World Youth Day in Sydney 2008 he left a
very important message. ‘KEEP I'T GREEN; he said. This message meant that our
world is getting really polluted with Global Warming and we had to do something
about it. We knew that a lot of animals were dying because all of their habitats were
getting destroyed. We also knew that for every plant we planted it gave us more
clean and non polluted oxygen.

After a while it started to get cold and we were all tired, but we felt a special power
working with us to help us keep going. It was the HOLY SPIRIT sent from God.

Our communion teacher had taught us a special message saying, ‘Love God and
Love Others’ and that message was working. We thought of it like this: God was
all the plants and we were the others so we were doing something for the others,
by giving them more clean and non-polluted oxygen and we were helping God by
giving more animals homes and plants. This means we were saving his wonderful
creation.

So that is why it was a great experience and I hope that one day you can go and do
your bit for our environment and help save our planet Earth!
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Dear Friends

Do you remember your first day at a
new school? Or maybe when you started
karate lessons? How about if your family
moved to a new state? Ugh! The feelings
of being new! Not knowing anyone.

Then, with time, you find someone
who likes what you like. Friends are great
gifts in life. I, too, had good friends. Not
that they were perfect. Sometimes they
talked too much. Sometimes they asked
a lot of me. I knew I demanded a lot of
them. I knew what my Father wanted
and [ had to do it. I wanted my friends
to do the same.

My first command was to love. Total
giving. Forgiving70x7 (and 24/7)! Being
merciful and gende. I told my friends,
in other words, to love one another as [
loved them, (see John 15:12).

Believe me, these things didn’t come
casy for my friends. But they gradually
became more kind and considerate. My
love for them was slowly transforming
those loving persons. Oh, not that
there were no disagreements or
misunderstandings, That’s a part of life.
But I wanted them to go beyond the
difficulties by accepting each other.

Love comes as we work on ir, as we
listen to and try to understand each other,
even if it’s hard at first. A true friend loves
at all times.

Your Friend,
Jesus



Mar Aphram School Project @

Meriynston

he Merlynston Creek Restoration

projcct has been a great success, with
around 200 students participating in the
planting of close to 2,000 pIants along the
Merlynston Creck in Dallas. I was proud to
have been a part of the initiative, and will
continue to seck opportunities through
Hume City Council’s Greening Program
to restore and enhance the environment
in partnership with the Mar Aphram
Chaldean School into the future.

The project was founded in late spring
2007 when Mukhlis Khamo approached
me to discuss the future of tree planting
with the school fullowing a successful
year of planting at Galada Tamboore in
Campbcllﬁcld. In that year, Hume City
Council and the Mar Aphram
Chaldean School had undertaken
four tree planting days, with over
150 students avidly participating
in the restoration of Hatty Ct
Parkland, gaining a sense of
()wncrship and prid{: over their
local environment.

The school had a vision of

“"hﬂl' thC)’ wantcd o ﬂCl’liCVC

-

or thC environment in l'hC

|
n esto ratl 0 n furure, and he prcscntcd this as

By: Damien Harrison

Hume’s Greening Ofhcer

a project proposal for 2008. The

concept was not unly unique, it
also demonstrated strong cnvironmental
initiative and leadership. They wanted
to run 18 planting days in 2008 that the
school would coordinate independently.
This meant that the school would run
their own planting days without direct
assistance from the Council. To achieve
this, I assisted the school to first idcntif}' a
site in need of restoration and then to apply
for a grant through the Nestlé Community
Environment Program Grant to undertake
the works. Nestlé¢ were very supportive of
our submission as the site was very close
to their Campbellfield factory and the
benefits to both the community and the

local environment were high, The Mar
Aphram Chaldean School were to manage
the funding, which was a new venture for
the organisation in the environmental
field.

The Metlynston Creck Restoration
Project was officially launched with an
opening day in April this year, attended
by representatives from Nestlé, the Mar
Aphram Chaldean School and Hume
City Council. All parties spoke proudly
about their involvement in the project. |
outlined to everyone the environmental
objectives of the project, which were to
improve habitat for local native animals,
improve water quality in the creck, return
indigenous vegetation to the site and to
foster environmental awareness in the
next generation. The first planting day was
held shortly thercafter, with 100 plants
planted by 10 cager students. Having a
smaller number of kids at cach planting
was beneficial. It meant that supervisors
could spend more time teaching cach child
about how to plant trees and about the
importance of protecting the environment.
The feedback from the students and
organisers has been great.

Throughout the project, I took every
opportunity to revisit the site and watch its
transition from a rubbish and weed-laden
site to an indigenous garden bed richly
planted with a variety of locally indigenous
trees, shrubs, grasses and wildflowers. The
site has come a long way. The introduction
of a number of small shrubs will greatly
improve habitat for small birds travelling
along the creek corridor, and the exposed
rocks and native rtussock grasses will
provide good habitat for a range of ground-
dwelling animals, including lizards. I
hope that the children will have cvery
opportunity to return to the site in years
to come and see the benefits of their work.
The Mar Aphram Chaldean School should
be proud of their achievements.
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