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Christian - Benjamen
Khoshaba

Monica Hassky Matei
Christina - Rita Zakaria
Rita Lourdes Marcus
Rosemary Fatoohi
Annabella - Treza Shabo
Matthew Khoshaba

David - Dawood Petros
Martina - Sarah Stepho
Anita Hirmiz

Joseph - Gorges Alyas
Dominic - Atqin Hana
Marcellino - Youkhana Poles
Askherya

Clarence - Charbel Gabara
Joseph Yousif

Timothy Mansur

Angel - Miskenta Mekha
Savio Sada

Allan - Georges Shaaya
Matthew Kako

Jennifer - Mary Markhail
Martin - Marchleno
Yacoub

Matilda - Heni Rofael
Marcus - Yousif Jajou
Margarita - Rita Hurmiz
Julian - Joesph Pauls
Athena - Katerina Mati
Sara - Rita Korkes
Cecilia Sako

Anthony Sanaty

Aidan - Muntheer Khamo
Dlianna - Helen Hormis
Angelina Yousif

Joshua Petros & Anwar Yakoob
Martin Sulaiman & Majdolin Dawood
Hilal Yousif & Klodia Esho

Fernando Moshi & Ronak Audish
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World youth Day

What was the best part of the event?

The religious part as I learnt that there are
many people around the globe have strong,
infinite and pure love to Jesus and Mary,
young or old, female or male, black or white
all for one aim is to LOVE GOD from the
bottom of your heart and mind.

Did you make any friends? Who did you
meet?

In fact, I made so many friends that I lost
counting and from all around the world
religious and secular including. I met the
current Pope, Benedict XVI, the archbishop
of Sydney, George Pell, and many bishops
from different countries.

Where there any other people there that
you knew (maybe from Iraq)?
Unfortunately, the only Iraqi by origin
people represented Australia was me. I
did not meet any Christians from Iraq but
there were few Iraqis who were residents in
some European countries like Sweden and
Austria.

What do you advice us (the ones who have
never experienced it) and the Youth?

I believe that every person interested in
sharing his/her faith with other fellow

Catholics should attend the World Youth
Day, particularly now as the event is hosted
in Sydney which does not cost a lot of
money for many of us in Australia. Other
groups of age can also share and participate
in this global event even though it calls on

young people!

Would you go again and why?

Will I attend this even again, the answer is yes!
However, I am currently very busy with family
and work and also away from Australia.

Would you do anything differently?

The event is different every time is held,
which makes you thing that you are
experiencing a new thing! My primary
objective from this would be to exchange
ideas and thoughts about where are we
heading with our faith

I would like to thank Sebastian Marcus
for sharing with us his superb experience.
Whilst also anticipating that in the 2008
issue of The Nohra Magazine, there will
be many more people from our Chaldean
Parish in Melbourne attending World Youth
Day in Sydney. Who too, will share with us
their experiences. After all, in community
is strength!

Y"VQLH_.—F‘_JL"TI l)a}ﬂ'i



World youth Day

World Youth Day

An experience from the past

By: Loris Mikhail

A pastor heard that one of his parishioners
was going about announcing to one and
all that he would no longer attend church
services. This rebellious parishioner was
advancing the familiar argument that he
could communicate with God just as easily
out in the fields with nature as his setting
for worship. One winter evening, the
pastor called on this reluctant member of
his flock for a friendly visit. The two men
sat before the fireplace making small talk,
but studiously avoiding the issue of church
attendance. After a while, the pastor took
the tongs from the rack next to the fireplace
and pulled a single coal from the fire. He
placed the glowing ember on the hearth. As
the two watched in silence, the coal quickly
ceased burning and turned an ashen gray,
while the other coals in the fire continued
to burn brightly. The pastor’s silent message
was not lost on the parishioner. After a long
pause, he turned to the pastor and said «I'll
be back at church next Sunday.»

The core of this message is that as Christians,
we ought to congregate and let our light
shine bright throughout the whole world.
Not only as individuals. Rather as a team.
For the reason that a 100 stars illuminate
the sky way brighter then one dose and a
clap is not perceived with only one hand,
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but two. World youth day (Sydney - 2008) is
the perfect event to share and communicate
our faith and experience a Christian festivity
like no other, just as Sebastian did!
Sebastian Marcus is one of the sons of Qur
Lady Guardian of plants Church, who
currently lives and works in Dubai with
his family. He attended World Youth Day
in the year 2000, which was held in the city
of Rome - Italy and shared his experience
with us in an interview.

Following are the questions we asked
Sebastian with his answers:

What motivated you to attend the World
Youth Day?

The event itself, it is something unique to
experience and to share your faith with all
Catholics around the globe. Pope John Paul
II was also a motivation factor, I wanted to
see this holy man up-close and be touched
personally by Him as I see him one of the
greatest persons in the modern history and
hopefully a saint soon.

What was your experience?

I can not describe the experience I had
there but to put it in few words, I would say,
unique, fantastic, never to be repeated and
emotional.



comment that all the work was being left herself
but even asked Jesus, their guest, to tell Mary to
come along and help. And what did Jesus say?
“Martha, you fret over many things but Mary
has chosen the better part and it will not be
taken from her” Goodness! What did he say?
Did He really say that?

But more to the point what did he intend Martha
- and us - to understand by this remark.
Perhaps in this instance we can do a little
investigation. Point one. God made us having a
variety of needs. In fact, Jesus told us so when
he said, “Your heavenly Father knows you have
need of these things” Now. To go back to Martha.
She was, shall we say, pragmatic. She was a job
to be done and she went at it somewhat ‘tunnel
visioned. she even asked the guest to add weight
to her request for Mary to get up and help.

And the answer she got is known far and wide.

So what did she do wrong? It was necessary to
prepare the meal, wasn't it? Well, yes, but she
went at the business alone, she forgot, in her
labours, to include their friend. She could have
listened to Him as she worked, maybe asked
and answered questions. She might even have

Biblical

said, “Hang on a minute while I fix this, or that”.
Her housework should not have precluded
communication between Him. He is not a
stranger to what goes on in a household. After
all, He lived with His widowed Mother for many
years, until He was thirty years old, in fact. And
L, for one, am sure He gave her a hand whenever
necessary. Who knows, He might, whilst talking,
have given Martha a little help in the kitchen.
According to Luke, (12; 32-40), ‘be waiting for
Him and when He comes and knocks, invite
Him in (with Love)” It is more than possible
that He will sit you down, don an apron and
serve you. One of the Family who loves and
wants to help you.

We should learn a lesson from Martha and
Mary. Include your God in All that you do and
don't fret about so many things. It may be that
we needn't fret about many things at all if we
have Jesus alongside of us in whatever we are
doing. Remember, our Father knows we have
need of these things but, “Seek you first Hi and
His kingdom and all these will be given to you.”
All our needs will be fulfilled.

Poor Martha. Happy Martha to have the dear
Lord set her straight, face to face.



Biblical

What Did
He Say’

By: Lou Ralph

It seems that we do have a problem when
reading/studying the Bible, especially the
New Testament. It is that we tend to put all
the characters whom we encounter in those
pages onto a plane different the one which we
occupy. We look at them as not being quite the
same as we are and, therefore, we are unable
to see ourselves in the same settings. But we
should remember that people are people and
have not really changed over the centuries. Just
like us, most of them lived uneventful, mostly
monotonous, lives with few high spots and only
occasional excitements.

There were some, at the time of Jesus, who
were beginning to see some different reasoning
behind their day to day existence but even so
those who had contact with Him and became
His friends still lived a they had always done - as
we do today. They worked in or out of the home,
rested, conversed, prepared and ate their meals,
cleaned the house, shopped, played and prayed;
the whole gamut of ordinary, daily living.

We know that Jesus’ public life was very busy.
He traveled greatly, spoke a great deal answering
questions or arguments and amazed people with
His knowledge and deeds. At the same time,
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whilst many people were ready to follow Him,
many were not. His public life was not easy.
You can imagine what must have been His relief
when He was welcomed into the home of the
two sisters, Martha and Mary (maiden ladies it
would seem) and their brother Lazarus.

Their daily loved friend had arrived at their door,
tired and dusty. Most likely they didn’t expect
Him, communication was not so good in those
days, but were delighted to see Him. Then, there
apparently being no servants, Lazarus would
bring water for washing His feet and general
hygiene (the Jews were keen on good hygiene).
“Sit down, have a drink” Discuss the latest
news, families, friends, the state of the Nation.
You know. It has happened to you.

Then, the visitor settled, Martha bustled off to
prepare a meal, perhaps to get a bed ready in case
He wished to stay overnight. Lazarus content to
sit, watch and perhaps throw in a word now and
again. Mary to continue the conversation and to
listen to what He was saying,

Than a rough note.

Martha, possible becoming somewhat hot and
bothered, decided she needed Mary to help
her in the kitchen. Not only did she make the



Women stepping
into the light

By: Jwan Kada

Education has always been important, it is the source
of light that shines upon us; the source on which we
rely upon in our everyday decision making. There is
famous saying that says knowledge is power. 1 believe
that knowledge is happiness; it helps you climbupto a
place where you once thought that you can never reach.
Education gives you a personality; it provides you with
all the necessities that you require to become a certain
individual with deep rather on the surface needs. In
other words you become a deeper person who gives
more attention to the things that matter most rather
than the things that he can get in a blink of an eye.
Regrettably the percentage of women studying in our
communily is not to the level we would wish for it
to be. However we are hoping to change that in the
coming [uture. Over the centuries women were not
given the opportunity to study, instead they had
other responsibilities to take care of: such as looking
after their families and doing their chores around
the house. However we are now in the 21st century,
women are showered with opportunities that are
equal to men. Therefore women in our community
are given the chance to study and educate themselves.
Yet they still find it hard to do so. So the question
we ask ourselves often is why women aren’t educating
themselves? Why aren’t they giving themselves a
chance to experience what could become something
important in their lives?

It is advised by many that you should always finish
each chapter in your life before starting the next.
There are a lot of reasons for this theory, one of
them is because you do not want lo start a chapter

and you are half way to the end, then jump on to the
next chapter. You need to complete everything you
start because you will not be totally satisfied with
what ever il is that you will experience. Each chapter
in your life that you start is somehow important
to who you will be as a person. The completion of
each chapter will complete a part of you. Sadly girls
find it hard to complele a chapter in their lives. For
example some of them can be studying, but tend to
stop their studies for marriage. Certainly we are not
against marriage; however completing your studies is
an important step, not just for your present life but
for your future. Education surrounds us everyday,
education is having an open mind; thinking beyond
our expectations. For those who are educated, have
an extra advantage not just for better jobs but for
healthier lifestyle.

It is very important that girls put education before
marriage, because education will not work against
them but instead it will work with them towards
their coming future. Maybe a girl who studies for
four years will never get to work in her degree, but
I assure that her education will still come to a good
use. Because when she is married and forms her own
family, she will have the greater power to provide for
her family not just a sel of clean and ironed clothes,
or our gourmet food, but instead she will provide
wisdom and confidence to her children, who need to
learn of her all the positive qualities. Therefore give a
chance to education, you will not lose but gain much
more than you expected. Educate yourself so that you
have the ability to educate your children.
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