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Tristan - Peter
Alsaamany

Silvano - Carlos Toma
Isaac Goro

Miriam - Barbara
Sadik

John - Youhana Yako
Christa Jacqueline-
Sarah Moshe
Christian - Rofael
Rofael

Patrick - Atkin
Younan

Charlize - Mariana
Patto

Matthew Kako

Sara Murkis

Clarke - Peter Botres
Savyo - Jabou Jabou
Christiano -

Youhanna Matti
Anata - Claire Gliana
Rossalina - Katrine
Ibraheem

Marvin - Matti Matti
Joshua - Marbeen
Georges

Joseph - Gorges Alyas
Alex - Niamet Bidawid
Merell Shaya

Dennis - Joseph
Shamou

Valentina - Ketroo
Rofael

Sandro - Giwargees
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Jesse - Ethala Astifo
Chanel Goro
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Maan Yousif &
Nathan Garske &
Amir Dinkha &
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Atalented young musician studied under
a famous violin teacher. Now it was time
for his first recital. He performed magnificently
and received numerous “Bravos!” Strangely he
seemed not to hear them, but kept glancing
anxiously at the front row. It wasn’t until a
white-haired man rose and nodded graciously,
that the young violinist started to smile. His
master had praised his work! Hed received the
only approval that mattered!

Rumours of the death of religion among young
people have been grossly exaggerated. It is
true that religion is declining its role in the
community year by year. Traditional styles of
worshipping are losing numbers. We live in
totally decadent times. We need to feel a longing
and to fight for what really matters, to become
acquainted with our faith and to discover our
language; not to neglect it and postpone it until
we are older engaged in works to please others.
While it is having to go to that birthday, which is
a must and not wake up the next morning to go
to church, just to avoid that criticism from the
rest of the gang. Wether 1 wonder why we get
bored at church and do not understand a word.
Or is it needing to buy that iPod and then. Then
what? Not set any future goals for ourselves,
always to busy dressing up to impress that guy
and make the other one jealous. Then God?
We have so much prosperity, we've got all the
clothes, the latest iPods and phones yet young
people are wondering how come we are still not
happy. After they immerse themselves in the
whole materialistic thing they feel an emptiness
and sentimentalism, to a certain extent. We
want go anywhere with Tom and Harry and
have our iPod tunes, so why do we so need to
please others and to have these articles? God
won't want to listen to the tunes of our iPods.
Yes | know it’s hard; there is hardly any spare
time. Especially as we live in conflicting
times. Torn between not only Iraqis & Aussies
the issue of adapting another culture and a
new environment. In addition, consumerism
and the need to sign up to worthy causes.
At the end of the day, we were born into an
Iraqi Eastern Christian family. Faith, our
religion and language is who we are, it affects

Reflection

every aspect of our lives, but it is not a blind
thing. It comes with understanding, which is
why we need to keep exploring it and asking
questions. Not to let die because we are young
and too cool.

Before, kids could ask their parents what it all
meant. Now some of the parents don’t even know
or because they don’t have the time. As they are
busy trying to be people pleasers too, making
visits up to Easter time from last Christmas so
the community doesn’t get cross with us. If this
is all we think of 20 years down from now will
there be a community, our religion and will we
even converse in our language?

Religious leaders worldwide and so many people
inside our church are having to try to reverse
this trend ignorance of religion. By modernising
of religious practice and introducing novel ways
for all to partake, from church in the party to
psalms by e-mails and SMS, camps, youth group
outings, sport’s groups, food, Etc.

Whose approval do you seek? Be honest! It’s
important to know how far you're willing to go
in order to win the praise of others, or let their
opinion influence you.

Paul said, “We speak as messengers approved
by God. Qur purpose is to please Him, not
people”(1 Th 2:4 NLT).

Take your focus off how others see you.
Cease being obsessed with the need to only
dress and impress. Don't allow the approval
of others to obstruct your view of yourself.
Concerning Jesus we read, “Some Jewish
leaders, believed in Him. But they wouldn’t
it because of their fear that the
Pharisees would expel them. For they loved

admit

human praise, more than the praise of God”
(Jn 12:42-43 NLT).

Remember, any time you set goals, establish
boundaries, or change old patterns, you're going
to get criticism from those who are used to you
behaving in a certain way. Have the courage of
your convictions to change and don't let that
stop you from doing what you know is right!
There’s spiritual a dry desert out there, we are
the ones who must water it to gain our Master’s
approval and his praise - the real praise and so
conquer that feeling of emptiness.

YooV clas— A a4 ¥



Win The
Real Praise

By: Loris Mikhail




This can be found in the Old Testament when
Moses asked ‘The Voice’ what name he could
give to people of Israel when relating certain
messages to them. When Phillip asked to
be able to ‘see the Father’ Jesus said, “When
you see Me you see the Father.. The Father
and I are One.” Again, in the Temple he said,
“I” not “God” so it was on this occasion that
His Godhood was speaking. We recognize
that He was speaking of His own death and
Resurrection but it is unlikely that a man
could have rebuilt the Temple in three days or
resurrected himself. But God could.

And after the resurrection when the apostle
Thomas said, “My Lord and My God.” Jesus did
not deny this and He certainly would have if it
were not true. In St. John's Gospel (10:27-30)
when speaking of the Good Shepherd he said,
“The Father and I are One” Nothing could be
plainer than that. On another occasion, when
He was casting out devils from a person, these
devils knew Him and who He was and they

Church Teaching

screamed it out loud.

If we look closely at the New Testament we will
find more incidents, including those wonderful
miracles, especially raising people from the
dead, in which Jesus lets us know who He
actually is.

Jesus often called Himself “The son of Man,
meaning that at least one of His parents is
Human. That parent, as we know, is Mary, Our
Lady. He also called Himself “The son of God!
Meaning that the other parent is God the Father.
We must also remember that Jesus is God the
Son, the second Person of the Blessed Trinity.
The MOST important fact among all this is that
unless Jesus IS God as well as Man it would be
impossible for Him to carry out our Redemption
and the agony, torture and death would be tragic
waste of a good life if it were all for nothing.
This then begs the question, “Why was it
necessary for God Himself to take on the mantle
of our Humanity in order to redeem us?”

But that is the subject of another article.
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Really

God?

By: Lou Ralph

eriodically this question is asked among

the populace, in the media or a member

of some religious group comes to your
door and states that Jesus is not God but only
a holy person who came to tell us ‘something
The Gospel itself is sometimes challenged as
to its truth and veracity. All this is not now.
The same question was bandied about during
His lifetime, in the early centuries and later
There were great discussion, heated arguments,
questions and theories. The then great cities of
Antioch, Alexandria and Constantinople all
developed their own schools of thought, some
becoming heretical and even schismatic until
in the year 451 AD at a place called Chalcedon
a STATEMENT OF FAITH was issued,
accepted and established. The Nicene Creed
was written. This Statement read, among other
things, that — “Jesus is perfect in Godhood: is
perfect in Manhood. Truly God and truly Man,
acknowledged in TWO NATURES, without
confusion, without change, without division,
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without separation”

Unhappily, there are still people who refuse to
accept this statement. These people should not,
in actuality, call themselves Christians.

A most important fact which we must remember
is that while it is essential that we believe this
statement it is not necessary that we understand
it or be able to give it a scientific formula. We
are a finite people with finite minds and there
is no way that mere Man, during his sojourn on
earth, can comprehend or even faintly grasp the
omniscience of God. We take His word and that
is - or should be - enough.

However, to help us, there are several incidents
recorded in the Gospels during which Jesus
Himself, out of His own mouth, gives us
precisely to understand that He Is God. One
of these is when the Jewish elders said He
could not possibly known Abraham simply
because of the difference. To which Jesus
replied, “Before Abraham was made, [ AM” ]
AM is the name which God gives to Himself.,
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World Youth
Day 2008

By: Jwan Kada

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses”
(Acts 1:8).

We are called upon by all the youth in the world
to join them to celebrate and share our faith.
Youth are the difference that can be made in the
world. Young people have the opportunity to
make a difference; our community is invited to
make that difference.

In preparation for world youth day our church
deacon Saleem Goga and myself have been
attending every meeting that has been organized
by the committee of WYD2008. We are
fortunate to become part of something so huge
and important. We are also fortunate because
The 2008 WYD event is taking place in Sydney,
which means it will be easy for us to find a way
to get there and take part in this event.

Our parish is in the process of making a
committee for the world youth day. This
committee will have regular meetings to discuss
the events that will take place on July 10-14
2008. We are expected to welcome youth from
all around the world; we are to welcome them
into our homes. We need everyone’s support
during this event.

WYD is an event thought up by Pope John
Paul, the intention of this event is so that all the
youth in the world can join each other and share
their faith in prayer and other activities. This
event is not all about praying and meditation
but there are other interesting activities, for
example concerts and sports and much more.

But the most important, there will be a mass for
everyone in the world in Sydney prepared by
Pope Benedict XVI himself.

“And now, as the living presence of the Risen
Christ in our midst nourishes our faith and
hope, I am pleased to announce that the next
World Youth Day will take place in Sydney,
Australia, in 2008. We entrust to the maternal
guidance of Mary most holy, the future course
of the young people of the whole world”
HisHoliness,PopeBenedict XV1,21 August2005.
During the pilgrimage of the world youth day
there is a cross that will travel all the way to
Sydney during July 2008.

The World Youth Day Cross is the most
significant tangible symbol of World Youth Day.
Originally the idea of Pope John Paul 11, the 3.8
metre high wooden Cross was built and placed
as a symbol of the Catholic faith, near the main
altar in St Peter’s Basilica during the Holy Year
of 1983. At the end of that year, Pope John Paul
gave this cross as a gift to the youth of the world,
to be carried through the world as a symbol of
Christ’s love for humanity.

There will be more updates in the coming future
about this holy and great event. But for now if
you have any enquires about this event log onto
www.wyd2008.0rg or contact Saleem Goga or
myself. Hope that you can join us in this event
and Gods bless you all.

Jwan Kada: 0434615230
Saleem Goga: 0402632235
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