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Adrian - Francies Goreal
Alvaro - Dominic Moushi
Andre - Youhanna Hirmiz
Andriana - Mary Gorgis
Angelina - RitaYones
Chantell - Katrina Younan
Clarissa - Mary Garcia
Elisha - Elishwa Patto
Fadi - Carlos WArda
Frank - Aeramea Yousif
Johnson - Toma Nissan
Joseph Maroge

Leanne - Tereza Shamoun
Marcella - Mariam
Khoshaba

Maria Oghanna

Mario - Philips Hanna
Marybell - Marina
Shamoon

Melanie - Mena Sanaty
Nicole Hanna

Oliver - Paulos Hermez
Oneel - Emmanuel Sleiman
Samanatha - Rita Yousif
Samantha - Shmoni Goga

Sara Oghanna

Vanessa - Rita Yousif
Veronica - Warena Hormoz
Chantelle Matei

Joseph - Yousif Markas
Romel - Yousif Odisho
Samantha - Rapqa Mansour
Samantha -Tarassa Shamou
Sandra - MAry Youkhana
Bertilla - Maryam Solaka
Chantel - Mariam Hanna
Emily Jade Hermiz

Frank - Francies Gorges
Isaac - Joseph Daoud
Rozabella - Hellane Aziz
Tania - Mariam Georges
Carlos Minas

Eddie - Pauls Albenni
George - Odisho Odisho
Vince - Gorges Hanna
Andrew Bashir

Carlos - Haana Sindi
George - Gourges Goga
Grando - Atkane Mansour
Valencia - Ratka Aziz

Amir Arib & Basma Marcus
Louis Matti & Wisal Oraha

Majed Mourise & Samantha Prekatsounakis

John Khoshaba & Anna Matina

Waseem Rophaeel & Sonita Bidawid
Sizar Yousif & Vira Francis

Miron Oshana & Ayline Toma

Ziad Ishak & Christina Kintzoglou
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++ Catholic Encyclopedia: www.
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++ Catholic Youth Bible
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In a room plain and empty sits a young man
looking outside his window. He looks outside
and sees emptiness, looks inside his room
scanning every wall. Looks at the wall closest
to him and he sees nothing but the color of
the wall. He then compares the wall to his life,
empty. He then wretchedly walks to the light
switch and apathetically turns the light off. In
total darkness he then like a blind man starts
to touch the walls of the
room trying to reach
his bed. He lies on his
bed and then scans the
room again, He looks
above him and sees his
plain colored ceiling.
He scans the walls of his
room again he sees the
cross, helooksatit fora
while, drifting into his
deep thoughts, he then
realized that the more
he looked at the cross
the more he realized
that he was not alone.
In the darkness of his
room he still found the
Lord. He thought to
himself ‘finally I found
a friend’ Every night
he came home and
turned off the lights because he did not think
he needed the light. He thought that the cross
that his mother hung in his room was enough
to light up the whole world. Loneliness never
found his heart.

Too many commitments, too many rules to
abide by, and too many people to satisfy. We
live our lives on the run trying to do everything
at the same time. And when we finally come
home to rest we stumble on emptiness. We
look at our expensive furniture and our
beautiful chandeliers. Surprisingly we do not
find them beautiful anymore. Fortunately
we have a greater power on our side, we can
always turn to the cross that hangs not only

Too many
commitments, too
many rules to abide
by, and too many
people to satisfy.
We live our lives on
the run trying to do
everything at the
same time.

on our walls but also in our hearts, it hangs
beautifully and it never loses its color or trend.
Sadly despite the icons being hanged on every
wall, it is still possible for us to feel loneliness.
We feel loneliness most days, the other days
that we do not feel it, it is because we are too
busy to stop and face loneliness and other
times we are too afraid to stop. But at the end
of each day we go home and lie in our beds,
we look around our
bedroom walls, we
see nothing. The fact
remains that we cannot
escape loneliness, even
if we are surrounded
by millions of people.
We are not meant to be
alone.

Loneliness sometimes
comes from emptiness.
It is necessary that we
find a meaning or an
explanation to what we
are doing here. Search
for a meaning to life,
search for who you
are? Fill that darkness
in your soul with God’s
light, and soon you fill
be filled with his love.
Our friends might run
away, you family might not understand. But
the Lord understands. He lights up your walls,
fills your heart with meaning. But if loneliness
still remains then escape it, and never become
its friend, because it will leave you miserable
and cold. Life was never meant to be easy at
times we are cold and lonely and we need
the warmth of a person who can somehow
make us feel like we belong, a person who can
understand us and listen closely when we talk.
Regrettably that person is not very easy to find,
gladly we can always turn to the Lord. Replace
your loneliness with God’s light; never be too
afraid or too hesitant to let in the Lord in your
heart.
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Reflection

e pty we might be

By: Jwan Kada
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It's Sunday and the alter boys walk in along
with the celebrant priest holding a golden
cross. Grandmothers reach out their hands
trying to stroke that cross with rosary beads in
their other hand, while we mime the prayers
along with the rest of the congregation.

Trying to concentrate on what we are saying in our
prayers, however all we can think of is why that girl
is wearing a short top?
Because all she continues
to do is pull it down
every time she gets up
and sits down again. That
little voice of conscience
then reminds us we are
in church and need to
concentrate. In a while it
will be communion time
so we can glance at what
we think is this week’s
fashion parade. Then
goes that voice again,
preventing us from
judging why the relative
of the choirs tutor is
chanting the main part
of the hymn this week
also. Yet again, that voice.
Alternatively we look at
the paintings on the walls.
Our eyes swivel as far as
we can trying really hard
to keep our heads still,
avoiding people sitting
on the stools behind
from detecting that we are not focused. Instead
vanished in thoughts of the day’s plans.

'The paintings on the walls. Not just a get away to
gaze at when that voice articulates. As we move
toward the sideways of entering the church,
while also approaching Easter time. Endeavor
to analyze the significance of the Way Of The
Cross. 'The meanings of the paintings; they are of
a considerable importance, showing the painful
passages Jesus suffered and tolerated to save our
souls.

Initially, Jesus is condemned to death (1), as they
laid the Cross upon Him (2) causing Him to

“For God so
loved the world
that he gave
his one and
only Son, that
whoever believes
in him shall not
perish but have
eternal life”
(John 3:16).

fall in the third station. On the forth, He meets
his Blessed Mother then Simon of Cyrene, a
passerby is made to bear his Cross (5). Christ’s
face wiped by Veronica on the sixth and His
second fall on the seventh. He meets the women
of Jerusalem next (8) and falls the third time
on the ninth station. Stripped of His garments
we see Jesus in the tenth station before He is
crucified (11). While on
the twelfth, Christ dies.
His body taken down
from the Cross (12), as it
is laid in the tomb in the
fourteenth station. “For
God so loved the world
that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal
life” (John 3:16).

Jesus died on a cross so
that you and I don’t have
to; God sent His Son to
take our place because He
loves us. No other reason.
There isnt a Cosmic
Contract that said God
had to do it, there is no
Eternal Warranty that
forces God to redeem us.
He does it purely because
He loves us, with the
same tender love that we
see in a parent cradling a
child who is hurt.
weekend is getting
Chocolate bunnies and eggs are appearing in
greater numbers everyday. Pastel-coloured straw
baskets spread across the shops. As we approach
the cross and the empty tomb this year, take
some time to rediscover, or even discover for
the first time, the message, the power, the reality
of the cross.

Resurrection closer.

The stations need to be the devotional exercise
that voice reminds us to think about, and
remember that Jesus has destroyed the power
of sin which keeps us away from God. He has
shattered Satan’s hold on us and set us free.
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to Him we must live our lives according to His
Commandments which are concerned with our
spiritual and temporal lives and which, as we
know, are not despotic edicts but gentle warnings
against performing actions which would be
dangerous  to
ourselves, our
neighbours  or
to the world in
which we live, as
we relate to God
Very  simple,
really, this is our
mission and we
can carry it out
by conforming

basically to

those two great

commandments
as spoken by

Jesus:-

1. To love God
with all
our hearts,
minds,
strengths
and souls

2. to love our
neighbour
as ourselves
FOR GOD’
SAKE.

(We often forget

this last bit but it

is important and means that whatever we do for
or to our neighbour, we do to God.)

Some of us might do these things in our own
backyards, more or less. Others might do them
far from home according to how and where we
are called.

However, thereisanotheraspectofourmission
and that is the effect which our attitudes to
living have on everyone with whom we come
into contact.. Perhaps one has never thought
of this part of the mission. By our actions
we can reveal the love of God to those who
have little or no knowledge of God or even,
maybe, a distorted knowledge of Him. We

Church Teaching

might never know the results of this but God
knows and that is all that matters. Remember
we all have some potential in this field, to
the good or the bad. It is well to remember
this and so make efforts to ensure that the
consequences

of all our
actions are
honourable -

even admirable
- so that our
eventual return
to our Father is
full of joy and
happiness.

It can be
difficultattimes
to carry out our
<missionary>
work especially
if we get some
not-so-nice
reactions from
those
us. There are
many little
“martyrdoms”.
Alone we
cannot manage.
We need the
support and the

around

co-operation
of our fellow
travellers and
we particularly need the help of the Lord.
If we feel it is all too much we should have
a word with Jesus.. He has been there and
done that and He knows exactly how you
feel, in fact more so. Tell Him, trust Him,
learn more about Him and what He did.
And, when the opportunity arises, discuss all
this knowledge with any interested persons,
hoping it will have some good effect on them
or their acquaintances. Do your best and
leave the rest to Him.

And don't forget to add a little prayer for those
of us who do go to the faraway places, carrying
the Good News of the Lord to all His children.
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Church Teaching

Missionary!!.

Who? Me?

By: Lou Ralph

“Mission” and “Missionary” are words from which
we tend to shy away. It’s all right for those special
people who are brave enough - (or rash enough?)
- to go off to those uncharted, often hostile,
places in order to try to convert or to serve the
local populace. But it would not do for us. So we
throw a couple of coins into the collection plate
once or twice a year, maybe listen to some person
speaking about the missions, and that is about
the extent of our involvement.. except, perhaps,
for a sneaking feeling of admiration for them and
now and again an odd prayer or two. Unless. Of
course, something disastrous or tragic happens
and then we experience a period of shock-horror,
trotting out all the old platitudes, - but!, well!, you
know!. And we then go on with our own living.
The Missions are not really within our province.
How wrong we are. Think again.

“Mission” means “sent” and we have all been

37 Nohra January - February 2007

“sent”. None of us arrived on this earth of our
own volition or choice. We were <sent> and
we all have a major mission in this life. It is to,
RETURN TO OUR SENDER..

But who is the Sender? The Sender is God, our
heavenly Father. For this mission were we born.
And to this mission we should respond.

Qur first response is contained in our Baptism
in which we were “Christened” that is, we were
marked with the sign of Christ and by this we
made a primary acceptance of the benefits
of His Mission and were thus released from
original sin and given grace. In return for these
we made certain promises (or vows) to God
in the presence of witnesses and the Church.
It may be that, as infants, these promises were
made for us on our behalf but they are still the
initial steps of our mission.

From this point onwards in order to get back



Before the
Throne of God

By: Sakhi Warda

very book we read, every conversation we

have, and every situation we experience
conjures new ideas within us, and completes
others. This completion brings forth realization.
So we begin to understand life for what it is.
The inspiration for this article came from the
title of a short story by Khalil Gibran, which is
part of a collection published under the name of
“Broken Wings”. The title of the story is: “Before
the Throne of Death”. The thought that came to
my mind when I read that title was; based on
the chronological order of events according
to our beliefs, the next throne we would stand
before is that of God.
There was a second and minor source of
inspiration for this article, which was a story
told by a friend of mine. While he was sitting at
work one day, two of his colleagues asked him
to resolve a question they were discussing. The
question was: “Was Jesus a Jew or a Christian?”
As funny as it sounds, these two were really
trying to work that one out.
These experiences conjured a question within my
mind: “When we are standing before the throne
of God, what do we stand as?” Are the different
layers of identity that most of us cling to so
strongly of any importance at that stage?
Considering the beliefs that I have grown up
with and learned over time, I concluded that I
will stand before the throne of God as a Human
Being. No more, no less. All my identities will
disappear. I will not have my nationality, I will
not have my religious denomination, and I will
not even have my name. Our identities are a
social construction, we were not born with them,
we were born into them. Our parents lived in
X country, they practiced Y religion, and they

named us Z. This happened to them as well, as
their identities were defined by their parents.

By clinging to our various layers of identity, we
become dangerously bigoted and unchristian.
We fail to meet Jesus' call to become like
children. Children tend not to hold prejudices,
and they accept everyone for what they are. God
created us pure, joyous and accepting. It is the
parents, the community and the greater society
that instils prejudices within a human being.
History is full of stories of extreme raciest
attitudes. Even in our modern world we see
that one the biggest reasons for all the blood
shedding is the attitude of “I am right, they're
wrong. And the only way to deal with it is to
eliminate them?”

I tossed and turned this idea round and round,
but I could not invalidate it. I could not find any
bases for the retention of any of our identities
once we stand before the throne of God. So
the question now becomes, what is all the fuss
about? Why is everyone fighting each other? Is
it in human nature to do so? But that can’t be
true, because we were created in the image of
God. So obviously it stems from the evil that,
sadly, exists amongst us. So any form of racial
prejudice is an act of evil.

In our quest to be closer to God, we must strip
away our identities, and in doing so we rid
our selves of prejudices that we may hold. The
cultural diversity that exists in the world is a
beautiful thing, and should be cherished. But
bigotry is evil, and it comes in many forms;
religious, cultural, tribal, etc. But in which
ever form it comes, it should not be practiced
as it means feeding the very evil that we try to
overcome with our faith.
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