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By: Captain
Robyn Black*

oAk D e o g

* Captain Robyn Balck
is assistant officer at the
Salvation Army’s Sydney
Congress Corps. Her article
‘Not meant to be along,
Pipeline Magazine, The
Salvation Army Australian
Eastern Territory, Nov 2006,
Vol 10, Issue 11, Page 4 - 5.
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Teacher: Why you are late, Frank?

Frank: Because of the sign.

Teacher: What sign?

Frank: The one that says, “School ahead, Go
slow”

Teacher: Glenn, how do you spell “Crocodile?”
Glenn: “K-ROKODIAL’

Teacher: No, that’s wrong

Glenn: Maybe it’s wrong, but you asked me how
I spell it.
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Teacher: Winnie, name one important thing we
have today that we didn’t have ten yers ago.
Winnie: Me!

Teacher: Maria, go to the map and find North
America.

Maria: Here it is.

Teacher: Correct. Now class, who discovered
America?

Class: Maria!!
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morphine). These pain-killing drugs can have a
deleterious effect on the consumer. Codeine and
morphine (and also heroin) are classified under
the group of opiates, one of the four types of
drugs that have an effect on consciousness. The
opiates’ molecules (when the drug is consumed)
connect to the natural found pain-killers - called
endorphins- to block out pain and produce a
pleasurable feeling; euphoria. Sure, they may be
quite useful as a one-off, but when used many
times, the body cuts
back on the production
of these endorphins
and, as a consequence,
the user finds them
self in a large amount
of pain. They feel they
need more, and want
more, so that the pain
may go away. This is the beginning of the cycle
of addiction.

Depressants are used to reduce anxiety and also
treat insomnia. What we do not realise is that
the most widely used drug in this group is in
fact alcohol. We cannot come to terms with this
because we feel that it is safe, and only because
of society’s more positive outlook on it. But it
has, when a large amount is consumed, the same
effect on people. It gives the person a temporary
feeling of happiness and then a longer feeling of
depression (hence the name “depressants”).
Stimulants are the group of drugs that increase
alertnessand stamina, and boost self-confidence.
These may include amphetamines (such as the
new drug Ice), cocaine, nicotine and caffeine.
Obviously, caffeine and nicotine have less of
an impact on the user than the amphetamines
and cocaine may have, but they still have the
positives and consequences to a certain extent.
The consequences associated with this group
of drugs include hallucinations (cocaine and
Ice have been shown to create hallucinations of
bugs crawling under the skin) and, as with most
of the other drugs, a long feeling of unhappiness
which is experienced after a short feeling of
happiness or well-being.

Reflection

The group of hallucinogenic drugs cause the
user to have an altered way into looking into the
outside world and also an altered sense of time.
Sound and colour may be changed, for example,
seeing in soft focus or blurred vision. The
person taking the drug loses a sense of being
an individual, and more becoming like others;
blending into their surroundings. They may feel
paranoid if the drug is not taken regularly, which
has been known to cause many accidents. Drugs
in this group include
Ecstasy and LSD.
LSD was, until 1950,
used by psychiatrists
to “access a part of
consciousness that are
normally blocked” It is
now not used because
the negatives greatly
outweigh the positives.
There are many reasons to why people, mostly
young, take these drugs. Peer pressure can be
a large contributor to the choices made by the
youth of today. A group of friends may tell one
about such a drug. At the fear of being outcast
by the group of friends, the person agrees to try
it. This will lead to addiction. So this is why they
need to strengthen their conscience and have
a good sense of priority, and become ethical
decision makers. Parents have the responsibility
to ensure this to their children, by leading by
example.
Another reason may be depression. Someone
may be very depressed, and so search for a quick
fix solution. This solution is drugs. But what they
are not aware of is the consequences of drugs.
All who live in today’s “civilised” world need
to be informed of this. Being unaware of the
negatives of drugs causes most of the problems
today. So, if we practise good judgement on the
basis of knowing the consequences of drugs, we
may steer away from it.
One cannot reiterate enough the importance of
education in this subject. It is paramount that we
do make rational decisions on this to guarantee
a healthy future.

Yoot ¥ osilS — B0 s |oa e VY



¥

-

‘)Bi’ Fi_ldﬂ Daniel

rugs. An inevitable problem in
today’s society. Drugs. A problem
you might think you may never
face. Drugs. The truth.
In today’s world, drugs - both legal and illegal-
have become a part of everyday life. In today’s
world, drugs are everywhere. But we are not to be
fully blamed for this. Many thousands of years ago,
drugs were used for specific ceremonies or rituals.
Opium, a pain killer, was found in Sumerian
tablets that dated from c. 4000 BC. Vikings battlers,

33 Nohra November - December 2006

known as Berserkers, used to work them selves up
for battle by consuming fly agaric.

Drugs today have been found to serve different
purposes. For illegal drugs the purpose is to
escape life; to escape reality. They are used to
gain what is known as a “high”, a temporary
state in which the user experiences a pleasurable
feeling of happiness.

Some drugs may relieve tension. Therefore,
some of them have been legalised due to their
medicinal value (for example codeine and



ying on our bed listening to our favorite

songs, reminiscing those childhood

memories, where we used to play for
hours in the dirt, or playing our favorite games.
'The girls brushed their doll’s hair and the boys
played with marbles. We slowly start to lose our
collection of marbles, we notice that one of the
kids playing has his stash of marbles behind him
and if we took a few he would not notice. As we
are about to steal some of his marbles the thought
of God strikes us. Then we pull our hand away
because we do not want to be punished by God.
'Therefore we build this wall between us and God.
We become too afraid of him because we are
aware of how powerful he is.
Too afraid to imagine what the world would be
like without love? How can we then imagine the
world without God?
Love is all around us, It has the capability to
grant us strength. It gives us hope for a better
day. The experience of love is overwhelming,
whether it is a love for a child or a love you feel
for your first crush. Either experience the goal,
for every love is a desire for a relationship or a
desire for a connection. Love is inevitable, and
most often it is unexpected. So we are left with
this question: can we live life without love? I
assure you we cannot, because even if we lived
alone somewhere, far in the caves like hermits
we can never escape love.
As catholic children we are taught from a very

Reflection

By: Jwan Kada

young age that God is Love. However we have
also been given the impression that God is cruel,
he is going to punish us. We do not perceive
God as one of our, action heroes, because in our
child-like mind we believe that action heroes
only punish the criminals. They will punish
us. However, God is perceived to be harsh and
cruel, therefore he will punish us despite the
minor of our sin. Therefore we misunderstand
that most important of all; God is love.

How can we imagine the world without God?
Because God and Love are connected, it is
impossible for anyone to have one but not the other.
How is it possible for anyone to fear God who is the
creator of something so beautiful called love.

The word awe means different things, awe
means: admiration, amazement, astonishment,
respect, reverence, veneration, terrify. I, like
most of you, thought how can you have one
word that describes so many things? Then [ find
out that this is one of the words that can describe
God. God is awe, he is everything amazing and
everything that is full of respect and reverence.
God is truly full of clout and strength we can not
begin to envision. But we can never forget that
God is not awful but instead, he is full of awe.
He is full of beauty. And we can never know that
unless we let go of those childhood Ideas of who
God is. God is not a super hero or a villain in a
movie. God is our creator; he is everything that
is true. Live in awe of God but do not fear him.
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or no logical reason or purpose, and on

a hot summer’s day, you end up at some

exotic bazaar located somewhere in the
hypothetical realm. At this bazaar lots of weird
and wonderful things are bought and sold.
As you wander around, one stall catches your
attention. You make your way to it; through
the crowd, past the dancing monkeys and the
performing elephants. Once you get there, you
realise that it is a merchant of Selves. So you
begin to browse through what is on display. You
see many Selves, in many colours and with many
characteristics. Out of the clutter you pullout a
Self and you hold it in amazement. It takes a few
minutes for you to realise that you are actually
holding your Self.
Now that you have found your Self, what do you
do? Do you buy it from the merchant? Would
you pay the asking price? Or would you haggle?
Or would you put it back and hope that is still
there when the stock take sales are on?

How much is your Self worth?

To answer that question, we first need to have a
look at what means we use to measure our self-
worth. An average human is a social being, so
that is one of the major aspects of measure. The
more we are surrounded by people, the better
we feel about ourselves, Another aspect is set by
our culture or society. It is well known that a lot
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of respect goes to people who are educated, and
those with an accumulated wealth (being actual,
or merely perceived wealth).

We tend to seek external cues to reassure us of
our self-worth. The attention of others is at the
top of these cues. So using the means mentioned
above, we try and gain as much altention as we
can. This in turn reassures us of our self-worth.
The more attention, the greater our sel{-worth.
But it has to be a reassuring attention.

Going beyond the material, we find another means
to increase our self-worth. That is through our
affect on the world around us. Here, there are two
paths that could be taken, we can have a negative
or a positive affect. Both produce the same affect.
But usually, people opt for the negative. The reason
being is that when taking this path, no weaknesses
are exposed. Because if they are exposed, someone
can take advantage of them, and the result is a
demeaning affect on our self-worth.

One of Jesus' teachings was «Love thy
neighbour...», butitis rare that we hear the other
part to it, which is «...as you love yourself.» A
dangerous prospect, as it may lead to selfishness
and arrogance. But surely Jesus didn’t mean that.
We know very well that we were created in the
image of God. So inside of us there is everything
that can make us feel extremely sel{-worthy.
Here is a little exercise to try, make someone
smile and see how you feel.



W are learners and will remain so
e until the end - the last day for me
— when, I trust and pray, all knowledge will be
given to me. As learners we believe, but then,
as qualified, we know.

At our baptism we were given the ability to
‘learn] to assimilate knowledge but what is
still needed is “something” to assist us in that
learning.

A good example. Babies are born with
amazing abilities and only need maturation
and practice to bring these to fulfillment, for
instance, the simple
act of walking. Babies
are born with the
faculty of walking but
are not yet capable
of actually doing so.
Hold a newborn in
the walking position
over flat surface, with
the infant’s feet just
touching the surface
and watch that child
making walking movements. But before it
can manage to walk it needs to grow in bodily
strength, development and co-ordination and
even then it will still need help getting started.
It will begin with small movements becoming
stronger, it will crawl and finally ‘find its
feet, stand and then walk, still needing help
all along the way for some time. Over the
years he/she might become a competitive
long distance runner or walker but only with
continued learning, exercise and practice and,
most importantly, with a GOOD TEACHER
and COACH.

And the same applies to us, spiritually. At
our Baptisms our souls were filled with both
sanctifying and actual grace, the beginnings
of our learning. Perhaps the first questions to
be asked are, “Who made me?” and “Why am
I here?” and the answers to these questions
are the bases of our spirituality. With careful
coaching and teaching it is then possible for

So there it is, all
laid out for us by our
Father in heaven, who is
always giving us His love
and encouragement at
every turn.

Church Teaching

us to develop spiritually to maturity and,
finally, to become spiritually adult, seasoned
and, maybe, expert. But even so, every expert
you meet will tell you that they need to keep
on learning and researching in order to stay
abreast of all that is available, old and new.
This is the major point. It is not enough for us
to remain spiritual infants, we must continue
to grow in knowledge and in holiness. We
must continue to learn and to do this we need,
first of all, to find a teacher who knows it all
and a coach who can pace us as necessary and
inspire usto make our
best efforts. The best
teacher of a subject is
the one who created
it,, who originated
that subject. The best
person to understand
a book is its author.
The best creator of
all is God, Himself,
the author of all. So
we turn to Him. For
our convenience He has established teachers
and coaches - the Church - and his given
this, His Church, the Authority to act for Him
educating us in the Theory and the Practice of
our Religion. Religion, the process by which
we can know Him, love Him and serve Him
in this life and to be happy with Him forever
in the next.

So there it is, all laid out for us by our Father
in heaven, who is always giving us His love
and encouragement at every turn. How could
we learners fail to take advantage of all this?
But if we do the best we can, according to
His word, then eventually, when we come
to our last day of learning, we will graduate
and be received, as qualified, by our Father,
by Jesus and by the Holy Spirit and they will
be smiling.

(I believe that this qualified graduation
Degree is known as Sainthood - well worth
the studying.)
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[.earners

By: Lou Ralph, Campbellfield
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AI‘Cl]l)iS]”lOp ]il)rai Kassab

By: Fr. Maher Gurges

H < Grace, Archbishop Jibrail
].S Kassab, the first Prelate of the
new Chaldean Eparchy of Australia and New
Zealand. This, his first Episcopal visit to our
lovely city of Melbourne, was on 2nd December
2006. We celebrated with a welcoming Liturgy
in which his Grace took part.

His Grace is one of the Chaldean Bishops
who zealously served in South Iraq - city of
Basra- especially during the critical period
of the invasion by the Caolition forces and
also during the time of disorder and the
extreme restless which followed in Iraq.
During this time he remained in very close
communication with the local authorities
and with the Muslim religious Clergy.

He has a vision of the continuing, and
flourishing, and development the Chaldean
Parishes especially in Ocaenia. This objective
is very high on his Agenda.

The new Eparchy, that is diocese, was created
by His Holiness Pope Benedict XV and it was
welcomed, 23rd October 2006 by his Grace

Archbishop Phillip Wilson, President of the
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference,
as the Chaldean Eparchy of Oceania. It is
dedicated to St. Thomas the Apostle and the
diocesan seat is in Sydney.

The Eastern Churches are in communion
with the “Roman” Church with the Pope as
their spiritual Father. They do have some
distinct liturgies, according to tradition, as
well as some different emphases in theology
and canon law.

The Chaldean Catholic Community in
Oceania now numbers over twenty-nine
thousand people. They came “down under”
for reasons much the same as did other groups
of migrants, that is, in search of freedom of
choice of religion, and politics. And choice
of living, and for a greater, perhaps, ‘finer
economic opportunity.

The appointment of His Grace to this Eparchy
of Oceania is a major and, indeed a pleasing
stage in the establishment of the Chaldean
church in this part of the world.
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