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Catholic View

I Quote

By: Loris Mikhail

For a marriage to be firmly based thoughout life it
is necessary for the two people to realize that they
are two unique persons with different personalities
and many variations and it is essential that they both
recognise and aknowledge this. For marriage to be
successful they must learn to adapt to each other, to
‘give and take’; to make allowances for the variations
and to communicate (discuss) in some form of
dialogue. ALL BASED ON THE LOVE WHICH
THEY HAVE FOR EACH OTHER.

The Holy Father, Benedict XV, attempted to create
a new way form of genuine dialog with the Muslims
because as Catholics, believe that peace is the way to
achieve our aims,

During his address at the University of Regensburg he
stated that only through reason and a deep analysis of our
own faith in God can we truly understand the meaning
of this faith and at the same time accept that people of
other religious persuasions who, while believing in God,
have different methods of religious practice.

He quoted from the writing of Emperor Manuel II
Paleologos of the Byzantine Empire. The words, “Show
me just what Muhammad brought that was new and
there you will find things only evil and inhuman, such
as his command to spread by the sword the faith he
preached” The Pope said “I quote” TWICE so as to
stress the fact that he was quoting from the sayings of a
15th century person and NOT giving his own personal
views or opinions. A negative criticism, of modern day
Islam was not intended. What his Holiness wished to
do was to give us a simple picture of one of the great
variety of ways in which Humanity has approached
and worshipped God and he did this in order to
borden our own knowledge and to help us to applu
this knowledge in the way that our Saviour taught us.
The Pope has been involved in dialogue with the
Muslims for a lengthy period and has, in fact, built a
strong bond with them. Therefore, he would not set out
to offend, in any way, the sensibilities of our Muslim
brothers and sisters. He is a man of great character and
integrity, he was thus only highlighting the fact that,
no matter what, one should never attempt to reach
God by violent or harmful action, and what clearly
emerged from his lecture was an absolute rejection of
any religious motivation for violence.
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The Pope Said

Violence is incompatible with the nature of God
so He is not pleased by the deliberate and criminal
shedding of blood or causing pain and/or death
either to ourselves or to other persons: and by not
acting reasonably in any given situation. Faith the
First Theological Virtue and is directly related to God
our Father. It is a spiritual virtue. Whoever would
lead someone to Faith needs the ability to speak and
to reason properly without resorting to violence and
threats. To show, by their own loving behaviour that
our God is a God of love and does not need strong
force or weapons of any sort or, indeed, any other
means of threatening anyone with pain or death.
Cardinal Pell made the comment, “They showed
the link for many Islamists between religion and
violence, their refusal to respond to criticism with
rational arguments, but only with demonstrations,
threats and actual violence” Muslim leaders are
ignoring real concerns about the fundamental nature
of Islam, referring to reactions from Muslim leaders
in Australia.

The reactions from Muslim leaders and others, not
only in Australia but also in other parts of the world,
is evidence of a gross misinterpretation of the Pope's
oration and of a common human weakness in that
several words are picked up - usually in isolation from
the rest of discourse - and interpreted wrongly. This is
very much a case in point in which the qoutation was
taken to be the ultimate meaning of the speech thus
causing the ensuing uproar.

The holy father sincerely regrets that certain passages
of his address could have sounded offensive to
the sensitivities of the Muslim faithful and was
interpreted in a manner that in no way corresponds
to his intentions.

As rational Catholics we must respect ALL religions.
Many official statements that can be found in the
Vatican archives which articulate the value of such
respect. This is particulary so in Australia which is
a multi-cultured, multi-religious, country. This being
so itis required that we have some understanding and
respect each other’s religions. In this scene we must
always believe solidly in our own faith and values.
Always remember, Where two parties are concerned,
a constructive dialog is always necessary.



Poverty in

Make Poverty History

By Fady Daniel

Today’s World

Just recently, I was shown a picture of a young
Sudanese girl in the midst of the famine in
Sudan. The picture depicts a famine stricken
child crawling towards a United Nations food
camp, located a kilometre away. The vulture is
waiting for the child to die so it can eat it. Kevin
Carter, the photographer, wrote a suicide note,
after taking the picture «I'm really, really sorry.
The pain of life overrides the joy to the point that
joy does not exist.» This showed me the real face
of poverty in today’s world. But how bad is it?
Which this is how bad it is; in Africa, with whom
we commonly associate with poverty, the median
age was 18.4 (in 2000). 5 million children under
five would be dying in 2015. 166 million of 231
million live in substandard and overpopulated
housing with no access to clean water, electricity
and other necessities. 24.5 million have been
infected with HIV/AIDS. 2 million of those died
in 2005 alone. 34 of the 50 nations on the UN
list of least developed countries are in Africa. The
average European earns twenly times what the
average African does.

But this problem is not only seen in Africa. It has
been a problem in other developed countries.
This includes Australia. In 1998, a quarter of a
million people were waiting for public housing.
Also in 1998, six million people, including two
million children, were classified as poor, unable
to afford the basic necessities of modern life.
There are many causes of poverty such as
lack of education and lack of social skills. But
these causes are only due to the lack of proper

global priority. 780 billion dollars (US) has
gone towards the military when only 6 billion
dollars has gone towards basic education and
only 13 billion for basic health and nutrition in
developing countries.

The worst problems of poverty are those
involving children. Out of the 2.2 billion
children in the world, 1 billion are classified as
poor. This is approximately 1 in 2. For the 1.9
billion children from developing countries,
there are: 640 million without adequate shelter
(1in 3), 400 million with no access to safe water
(1in 5) and 270 million with no access to health
services (1 in 7).

The problem of poverty may loom forever, but
the least we can do is help, even if we know we
cannot wipe poverty away and fully “make poverty
history”. But it is, at the end of the day, nice to
know that we have made a difference in the world
and given a meal or basic necessities to someone
in need. And we can all have that feeling.

Resource:

++Poverty in Australia: some indicators, http://www.wsws.org/news/1998/apr1998/pov2-a8.shtml
++Poverty Facts and Stats, http://www.globalissues.org/TradeRelated/Facts.asp
++«Pulitzer Prize» winning photo taken in 1994 during the Sudan famine, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

meandophelia/10542831
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Personal View

The Faith Cycle

By: Rami Odish

P gy ———

g

It’s quite clear that every human being is unique.
We live different lives, we all possess different
skills and we all set ourselves different priorities
in life. Despite all these differences we all meet
at a common ground. We are similar in a way.
The need to know, and live, to give and to
receive love is in all of us. The need to have a
purpose in life is in all of us. We all sin and most
importantly we all have room in our hearts and
minds for faith. This underlines the fact that
every body is capable of having a belief.

Just like a plant, faith (belief) grows to be
strong and fruitful with time and appropriate
treatment, Just like a plant seed, the seed of Faith
needs fertile soil, feeding and cultirating. The
most effective way of planting the seed of faith is
through the example of faith and transmission
on the family. Every human heart when young
and fresh is fertile soil; the family take advantage
of that. “Family, live and transmit the faith”
was the theme of the Valencia event where the
Pope Benedict XVI elaborated and stressed on
faith life in families. One of the highlights of
the event was the need for parents and adults
to further their knowledge of Christ in order
for the transmission of faith within the family
at home to be authentic. In other words when
communicating our knowledge of Christianity
and Jesus Christ to the next generation. We as
adults and/or parents, must be well equipped.
Hence the point emphasized by the Pope.
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So when planting the seed of faith it must be
communicated and cultived properly, keeping
that in mind in fertile soil everything grows!

It's important to realize that we first become
Christians at home and that is before we even
understand that church is our second home.
Once we know who we are it becomes evident
that we belong to a big family where Jesus Christ
is our brother, our saviour and the light. To be
able comprehend this concept it is crucial to live
and experience faith through out our life with
our parents, brothers and sisters at home first.
As mentioned earlier our Christian faith prospers
with us as we grow, live and experience life. Also
emphasized earlier is that for this faith to exist
it needs to be initiated and taught correctly. 'The
seed of faith will not grow and prosper to become
a fruitful plant if we dont look after it and this
is by living Christianity not just knowing about
it. So it’s important to live as Christians at home,
at work, everywhere. Doing this ensures that any
weed that might be pick up during our life time
can be taken out because our faith is solid and
has deep roots in our hearts.

This brings us to the conclusion that the seed
of faith, hopefully, becames the plant of faith
and produced good fruit which will produce
good seed for the next generation provided
we communicate it. By doing so we become a
new link in the chain of faith between the last
generation and the next.



and guide it along the right pathways of life.
That he will guard it and educate it against
wrong doing.

He trust that its father will help, guard and warn
it against dangers of any type.

It trust that its father will ensure it is cared for
in all ways.

It loves its father with an unquestioning love
and has no fear of ever being abandoned or
hurt by its father.

It loves all the other members of its family.

discussing various event.

Is any of this so difficult a way to live for any
of us?

In God’s Family our Father is always present,
is never too busy, always has time for each of us
and always listens, never turning a deaf ear. He is

always waiting for His children to come to Him as
coming home, to tell Him of their happy or hurtful
time so that He can rejoice with them when they
are glad and give comfort and help when they are
in trouble. With their requests. His Sacred Heart is

In this optimum environment the child will
show its love by behaving in a manner which it
feels will please its father but should it misbehave
it does not fear that its father will cast it off but
will deal justly with the situation and continue to
love it. Thus it will express its sorrow and accept
the decision, without resentment, and continue
to live according to its father’s wishes.

It tries to make its father proud of his child and
in its daily life will turn to its father in all its joys
and sadnesses, questioning when puzzled and

full to overflowing with love and forgiveness.

All this will establish a firm, satisfactory Family
relationship and all that our Father asks of us is
that we remain His children no matter how old,
how smart or how successful we are. However
much knowledge we acquire we must always
remember that we can never equal God or
do without Him. And when we do remember
that we are His children, His creation, and live
accordingly then, surely, the Gates of Heaven,
our eternal home, will be opened for us.
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Children

of God

One of the most important events of the Church’s
year is the First Holy Communion day of our
7/8 year old children. This is their first actual
contact with the risen Lord. His Body, Blood,
Soul and Divinity. It is a joyful day especially for
those children and their Families and, T think,
for Jesus too because if there was one occasion
during His life on earth which He made loved,
it was when there were children around Him.
He made a point of it. “Don’t send them away.”
He said, “for of such is the Kingdom of heaven.”
Another time He said, “Unless you become as
little children you shall not have heaven” And
He had some rather dreadful comments to make
concerning persons who damaged children in
any way when He said, “Woe to those who give
scandal to any of my little ones. Better they had
never been born or had a millstone tied round
their neck and be thrown into the deepest
ocean.” Many people should think about that.

Still, look at those first communicants, so

expectant, not very far on from the start of

their journey back to Him when they were
baptized into grace and into the Family of God.
Beginning to learn more and more about Him;
an understanding and a realization of what he
has done for us and His love for us all, gently

unfolding in their child minds. The look of

wonder on the faces of these little ones as they
return from the altar after receiving Him.
Would it not be to our own advantage if this
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By Lou Ralph,
Campbellfield

beautiful state could remain with us all our
lives. And what a pity it is that we become
blasé, sophisticated, perhaps worldly, and that
we sometimes lose whal is a warm Father-child
relationship with our creator.

Yet Jesus did say, “Unless you become as one of
these little ones you will not enter heaven.”

Yes. Well. How dose a person who has been
confirmed into adulthood, has lived in the world
for anumber of years and has experienced much,
become as a little child? We might get some idea
if we think of our Creator as being omnipotent,
of having all knowledge and being the Fount
of Love. And accept Him as our FATHER. A
father. The Father. Our own father.

Then compare ourselves (oneself), limited in
abilities, dependant, still in a learning situation,
capable of accepting direction and of loving,
irrespective of age. But the most important fact
that we most realize is that to God we are His
CHILDREN and that He wishes us to look upon
Him and to conduct ourselves as such. To love
Him and to behave as His children.

So what special features does a child possess;
how does it behave?

A child believes its father loves it.

A child believes its father is ‘special’ and that
itself is ‘special’ to its father.

A child believes that with its father’s help it can
achieve anything to which it sets its mind.

A child believes that its father will support it



Fe St.iV o
Review

The general consensus was, and still is,
that the 2006 Mar Aphram Festival was of
substandard. How sad? The endless efforts
and the long hours accumulated to nothing.
It is agreed that Art is a reflection of a
society and its culture. Holding this as truth,
does this render our society and culture as
substandard?

Me thinks this is a good question!!!

When the responsibility of writing a review
on this year’s festival fell on me, I thought
great, where do I start? But it was obvious
that it had to be the operetta, as it was the
opener?

At this point I was faced with another issue,
which is on what bases do I judge the play?
Here I thought I would just compare it to
the 2005 opening operetta. This year, the
opening lacked the impact and creativity
of the 2005 opener. To those who recall,
the music of the 2005 operetta was much
more powerful, the story was original, and
the flow into the opening speech by Fr.
Emmanuel showed a streak of genius.
Really, the opening set the mode of the
rest of the festival; dull and flat. We had
hymns recited with no music, poems that
went on and on, plays that had no point,
and an art show that looked more like a
community market.

Festival Reports

Now thatI have that off my chest, let’s go back
to the question of: «Are we substandard?»
In short; No!

We are so synthesized to effort that we are
only impressed when we are dazzled. We
all watch Hollywood movies, and are blown
away by the special effects and the big sound
that has us shaking in our seats. We all
want an iPod because we are mesmerized
by the silhouette images and the adrenaline
pumping music. So when we sitin a darkened
theater watching a group of children singing
of key, we smirk and shrug them off. We tend
to set the bar too too high.

One of the major points we must keep in
mind is that those who devoted time and
were involved in the festival were business
owners, factory workers, house wives,
fathers, real estate agents, teachers, cleaners,
unemployed, students, Hollywood stars...
oh sorry, there were no Hollywood stars.

I personally call for a rethink of what the
Mar Aphram festival is about. Lets get the
idea of those who are involved are the givers,
and the audience are the takers, completely
out of our minds. And reinstate the fact that
we are a church, and when we gather, we are
in the grace of God. And in the grace of God
there is no giving or taking, only sharing.
There is also joy, compassion, understanding
and love. Not to forget, in the grace of God
there is no judging or judgment.
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Festival Reports

to fight back the temptations. The play
showed that sometimes the youth can
help their fellow young people. Also on
this day there was hymns presented by
individuals and a very special thanks
goes out to all of them.

Day 3

On this day there were hymns from
the church deacons, which was very
enjoyable. And this day was concluded
with a play by the wonderful Khasan
Fatohey. This play was visually creative
and the cast did a wonderful job.
Overall we can conclude that this year
of Mar Aphram festival did not reach
the level we expected it to. However we
are not perfect and in fact we are still
learning. Every year we learn from our
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mistakes and we hope that next be a
better year for all of us. A special thanks
goes out to all those who helped out
in this festival of art. Let us appreciate
that people participated in everyway
they could. The magic of this festival

was the laughter that you hear when
a performer says a joke. It was magic
when the audience clapped in joy for
every performer. Therefore, yes, people
did appreciate it, let us not forget people
actually gave time to come and see what
we had prepared for them. We all have
a little critic inside of us, however that
should not necessarily be a bad thing
but I believe rather a good thing. Hope
to see much more of you next year and

God bless.



Festlval Reports

Mar Aphram

By: Jwan kada

Festival Of Arts 2006

Three days organized by hard working
and dedicated team who were working
towards a goal. In some way or another
some of them achieved what they
needed to achieve and some lacked
motivation. This team includes each and
every person who stretched out their
hands to help in everyway possible.
Maybe the festival did not rise up to
the expectations of many; however it
brought us all together.

What impressed me most was the fact
that there were more than sixty people
working in the festival, with all different
opinions and different ideas, however
on those three days they worked like a
family who is trying to build a home as
a shelter.

Day 1

The opening of the festival is one of the
most important moments. Most of us
look forward to it with high expectations
that its going to be a wonderful
operetta. Especially when it is directed
by one of the most talented and creative
people, Salam Khaya. It is a wonderful
feeling to know that there are people as
talented as Salam; his visual towards a

great opening play will be remembered
for years to come. Another activity was
children’s acts and hymns. Most of us I
admit were a little infuriated at the kids
who were not singing to the standard
we would like them to be. But then we
are reminded that they are only children
who try their best to astonish us as
viewers. Also let us not forget about the
Saturday school video clip, which gave
out a moral message which is: help those
in need. Overall we came to understand
that working together we can achieve
much more than we expect.

Day 2

This day I personally refer to it as a
youth day. The participation of youth
was amazing and almost unbelievable.
As a member of the Chaldean Parish
it makes me more than proud to know
that youth are still willing to participate
in activities that are organized by the
church. The play that was presented by
youth was called the Battle between Evil
and Good, presented issues that occur
in our daily life to those who are young.
Youth are faced with many temptations
each and everyday; it is their decision
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