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June-August

Rose - Rita Mansoor
Lachlan Rofoo

Ann - Rita Mansoor
Evelyn - Maryam Botres
Ernestina - Mariam Lazar
Bernice - Reta Korkes
Issac - Simon Khoshaba
Kakos - Yohanna Kakos
Marvin - Addai Younan
Matilda - Mariam Younan
Marina - Mariam Yacoub
David Shamoon

John - Daniel Daniel
Amanda Khamo
Stephanie - ‘Treza Khwaja
Jonathan - Joseph Ibrahim
Roberto - Georges Yousif
Matthew - Matti Qariaqus
Angelo Yousif

Angela - Mariam Namroud
christian Noah Shmail
Joselyen - Terese hanna
Thomas Sliwo

Chris - Yousif Tobiya

Nathan - Christ Alias
Ashley - Merry Daou
Isaac - Ishak Jajou

Justin - Youhana Oshana
Andrew - Joeseph Khoshaba
Christian - Peter Oraha
Marcel - Marcus Toma
Max - Estefan Nersou
Isabel - Reta lesho

Joseph - Mikha Sleiman
Yosip Oghanna

Linda - Barbara Mingana
Leonardo - Joseph Audish
Morelia - Maram Toma
Mary Daniel

Tony - Korkes Lazar
Joseph - Sharbel Daniel
Andrea - Ishak Youssef
Loren - Babi Dawod
Angela - Maryam Afram
Krsteyan - Gewarges Yasir
Rebecca - Rita Shayaa
Maryanna - Mary Mingana
Vince - Hanna Hanna
Jason - Easho Qariaqus

Samih Korkes & Najwa Shlamon
Emel Hana & Zina Hanna
Mazin Isho & Suhama Oshana
Sameer Aushana & Yazi Markus

Martin Younan & Jeyan Younan
Bashar Jabou & Raghad Warda
Zuher Alkindi & Yono Mingana
Eddie Hermiz & Christine Kakos
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'The Kingdom of God enters into the loving
knowledge and in the decision made in the
deepest intimacy of our person, which are
then realized by the power of the Holy Spirit,
who leads us by the hand like Children of God,
and by the total collaboration that give form
to our existence, according to the Law of God.
If we want to separate from the Kingdom of
God, we can do so only with an evil heart, to
which Christ our Lord refers, and from which
all the sins come.

3. Faithful Image of God

Therefore, once the mental illness has caused
such a disorder as to take away from the
mentally ill patient any responsibility for his
actions -- qualifying them as separation from
the divine will, as a sin -- the mental patient
cannot separate from God.

In other words, the image of God in him
cannot be distorted. In this case his knowledge
or his volitive option is no longer sufficient to
motivate any human action that separates him
from God. His bodily and psychic conditions
do not allow him to commit a grave sin, given
that in his state of disequilibrium he does not
have that full knowledge and ability of assent
required to sin.

If we approach the argument from this point
of view, whereby the mentally ill patient does
not have the knowledge or the faculty of full
consent required to commit a mortal sin, his
is not a deformed image of God, since that
image can only be deformed by sin. Certainly,
it is the suffering image of God, but not a
deformed image. He is a reflection of the
mystery of the victorious Cross of the Lord.
Inspired by the image of the Suffering Servant
of Yahweh (Isaiah 53:1-7) we are drawn to a
conscious act of faith in the suffering Christ.
It is not by chance that in the old popular
Mexican language, a mad person was called
«bandito,» that is, «blessed»; [...] without
the full use of reasoning, he was unable to
commit sin and was, therefore, destined to
eternal life.

Catholic View

It is true that the objective disorder of sin and
its consequences are manifest in the mentally
ill patient; however, at the same time, there is
in him the historical equilibrium of the only
possible order, the order and equilibrium of
the Redemption.

He is therefore a proof of the crucified love of
God. Hence, the best thing we can do is to give
them a treatment of love. Since the mentally
ill patient is also the image of the resurrected
Christ, we have the obligation of being the
«Good Samaritan,» that is, providing all that
is necessary for his care.

We need to think about a series of treatments
that should be devised to pull these patients
out of the prostration that is all the more
painful the deeper the psychic suffering is.
In fact these patients often lose the sense
of human relations and feel persecuted by
a hostile surrounding environment; or the
subjectivity of the environment disappears
and for them people become many objects,
or are indifferent or even real threats to their
security.

4. Treating the Mentally I11

The treatment for a mentally ill patient should
be a treatment of loving care, tenderness and
kindness, in order to help him cope with his
imaginary world, perceived as an enemy, a
world in which he often drowns.

The treatment, which should be personalized
and of maximum quality, requires also
maximum diligence in prescribing treatments
and most appropriate medicines. It will draw
from all the resources made available by
science, be it from medical and technical arts
or from the research that is always progressive
looking for the most adequate medicaments
from the psychosomatic point of view.

Resource:

Cardinal Lozano Barragan’s
Address at World Day of the Sick:
www.zenit.org/english/
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Catholic View

IstheMentallyIll Patienta
Deformed Image of God?

According to the World Health
Organization there are 450
million people in the world [
affected by neurological or
behavioral mental disorders, of
which 873,000 commit suicide
each year. Mentalillnessisatrue
health and social emergency.
Twenty-five percentofcountries
do not have laws concerning
mental health, 41% have no
defined policy on the issue and
in over 25% of health centers patients do not
have access to basic psychiatric medication;
among 70% of the world population there is
less than one psychiatrist for every 100,000
people.

What Can Be Done?

1. Mental Disorder in Christian Thought

In Christian thought it is said that these
severe mental illnesses reduce man to sad
conditions, like a deformed image of God,
which is compared to the suffering servant
of Isaiah (Isaiah 53:1-7). Yet, apart from that
deformation, or rather due to it, the mentally
ill person resembles our Lord on the cross;
and since the cross is the only way to the
resurrection, the mentally ill person, has
so to say a superior level, is worthier and
reaches such a level of excellence because of
the magnitude of his love and the suffering he
endures.

2. Is He a Deformed Image of God?

If the above holds true, I would like to move
a step further and venture a statement that
might shed light on the issue, from the point
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of view of moral theology. The statement is
that: the mentally ill person is not a deformed
image of God but, rather, a faithful image of
God, our Lord.

Suchastatementintuitively finds confirmation
in the thought of our Lord when he says:
«The Kingdom of God is within you» (Luke
17:21) and «what comes out of the mouth
proceeds from the heart, and this defiles man»
(Matthew 15:18). «For from within, out of the
heart of man, come evil thoughts, fornication,
theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness,
deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride,
foolishness. All these evil things come from
within, and they defile a man» (Mark 7:20).
The Kingdom of God, the existence of the
Holy Trinity in each one of us, may be found
in our heart, the heart seen as the ultimate
source of decisions that give form to our whole
existence; not only that which was previously
defined as the fundamental option, but also
the whole meaning of this option, with all
the actions we perform to realize it. In other
words, the heart represents all our dynamism
at the service of the mission that God has
entrusted to us.



Inspi

The lord Jesus said: “I'm the good shepherd
and I know my sheep, and I am known of
mine. My sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me” (Jo 10:14, 27).
The Good Shepherd always walks in front,
gently leading the way. Never behind, driving
or pushing, but lovingly guiding each day;
and when a sheep wanders away from the
security of this place, the Shepherd corrects
the wayward one, in love, mercy and grace.
He protects from harm and fear, all that
follow his lead. His rod and staff guard and
comfort, and his hand meets every need;
he provides beautiful green pastures, rest
tor the weary and weak, revival, strength
and vigour, peace and joy to reap. He sets
a table in the wilderness with manna from
on high, and leads beside the still waters
that refresh and satisfy. Oh, what love and
tender care, such blessings god bestows
upon the sheep that closely follow the way
the shepherd goes.

Since our shepherd is the lord Jesus,
therefore we most not worry. Worry is as

Refelictions

rations

By: Dr. Shamoun Yacoub

useless as sawdust. Worry is the interest paid
on trouble before it is due. Anxiety does not
empty tomorrow of its sorrow; it empties
today of it’s strength.

Get alone with God. Shut your eyes for
a minute while you look at nothing but
darkness. Open them and look at the
brightest light around you, which represents
your life today. As you meet with God today,
ask him to fill you with his light.

Live no longer as the ungodly do, for they
are hopelessly confused. Their closed
minds are full of darkness; they are far
away from the life of God because they
have shut their minds and hardened their
hearts against him.

Although, things are not perfect because of
trial or pain, continue in thanksgiving. Do
not begin to blame even when the times are
hard. Thank God that he will help you, keep
your heart tender toward him, by filling you
with his Holy Spirit. Read psalm 23 almost
every day. And do not worry because your
Shepherd is the lord Jesus Christ. Amen
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Saint Biography

St. Mary

The Penitent

Magdalene

She is called «the Penitent». St. Mary was given
the name <Magdalen> because, though a Jewish
girl, she lived in a Gentile town called Magdale,
in northern Galilee, and her culture and manners
were those of a Gentile. St. Luke records that
she was a notorious sinner, and had seven devils
removed from her. She was present at Our
Lord’s Crucifixion, and with Joanna and Mary,
the mother of James and Salome, at Jesus’ empty
tomb. Fourteen years after Our Lord’s death, St.
Mary was put in a boat by the Jews without sails
or oars - along with Sts. Lazarus and Martha, St.
Maximin (who baptized her), St. Sidonius («the
man born blind»), her maid Sera, and the body
of St. Anne, the mother of the Blessed Virgin.
They were sent drifting out to sea and landed on
the shores of Southern France, where St. Mary
spent the rest of her life as a contemplative in
a cave known as Sainte-Baume. She was given
the Holy Eucharist daily by angels as her only
food, and died when she was 72. St. Mary was
transported miraculously, just before she died,
to the chapel of St. Maximin, where she received
the last sacraments.

More about this saint: St. Mary Magdalen (Feast
day - July 22) Mary Magdalen was well known
as a sinner when she first saw Our Lord. She was
very beautiful and very proud, but after she met
Jesus, she felt great sorrow for her evil life. When
Jesus went to supper at the home of a rich man
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named Simon, Mary came to weep at His feet.
Then with her long beautiful hair, she wiped
His feet dry and anointed them with expensive
perfume. Some people were surprised that Jesus
let such a sinner touch Him, but Qur Lord could
see into Mary’s heart, and He said: «Many sins
are forgiven her, because she has loved very
much.» Then to Mary He said kindly, «Your
faith has made you safe; go in peace.» From then
on, with the other holy women, Mary humbly
served Jesus and His Apostles. When Our Lord
was crucified, she was there at the foot of His
cross, unafraid for herself, and thinking only
of His sufferings. No wonder Jesus said of her:
«She has loved much.» After Jesus’ body had
been placed in the tomb, Mary went to anoint
it with spices early Easter Sunday morning. Not
finding the Sacred Body, she began to weep,
and seeing someone whom she thought was the
gardener, she asked him if he knew where the
Body of her beloved Master had been taken. But
then the person spoke in a voice she knew so
well: «Mary!» It was Jesus, risen from the dead!
He had chosen to show Himself first to Mary
Magdalene, the repentant sinner.

Resource:

1. http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/
saintm11.htm

2. http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint,
php?saint_id=83



Potential MacKillop miracles under study
Bishop David Cremin from Sydney expressed
hope that a second miracle may be attributed to
Mary MacKillop before the visit of Pope Benedict
to Australia for World Youth Day in July 2008.
A baby boy born in the Scottish Highlands town
of Roybridge, MacKillop family heartland», who
was near death when Bishop David Cremin,
presiding over the Blessed (Mother) Mary’s feast
day Mass two years ago, asked for prayers for his
aid. Two cases, one a NSW woman who claimed
to be cured of terminal cancer and the other a
twin boy recovered from multiple sclerosis and
lymphoma, are being looked at to see if they
qualify as miracles needed for the canonisation
of the Blessed (Mother) Mary.

Catholic Health backs Labor’s Medicare Gold
refinement

Francis Sullivan, CEO of Catholic Health Australia,
yesterday gave his backing to a Labor proposal to
revamp its Medicare Gold policy under which
the government would assume responsibility for
health and aged care needs for all people aged over
75 years old. Mr Sullivan offered his support to the
new model because «being able to shift people to
more appropriate care is not only important, it is
based on their dignity».

Australian Nun Stays In War Field

Asking «<how will Tstand on my day of reckoning?»,
an Australian-born Maronite sister who has
chosen to stay in Lebanon in the midst of fighting
instead of being evacuated has condemned the
killing of civilians. «I could have been evacuated
but I said <No> because life is so much more
than being safe. Born and raised in Sydney, Sr
Lilli has for the last few years taught at a school
in the village of Antelias, a short drive from the
capital Beirut. «I miss my family in Australia and

Catholic News

I crave to see my nieces and nephews so much,»
Sr Lilli said. «Be I Catholic, Muslim or Jew, be it
in retaliation or in provocation, how will I stand
before my God on the day of reckoning?»

Baghdad Bishop: people need hope

Bishop Andreas Abouna, Auxiliary Bishop of
Baghdad’s Chaldean Archdiocese, told the United
Kingdom’s branch of Aid to the Church in Need
that the Church in Iraq is in serious trouble and
is in desperate need of hope, as more and more
Christians flee the county. Bishop Abouna said
that Christians in Iraq, who continue to suffer
trom the violence and fighting which afflicts the
country, are fleeing in great numbers. While
nearly 1.2 million Christians resided in the
primarily Muslim country before the war, an
estimated half of them, or 600,000 Christians
to date, have sought refuge elsewhere. In
Baghdad itself, the bishop said, up to 75 percent
of Christians have left, some of whom have
remained in the country and sought refuge in the
safer northern areas of Iraq. “When so many are
leaving from a small community like ours, you
know that it is dangerous - dangerous for the
tuture of the Church in Iraq” Abouna fears that
Christians will never return from neighbouring
Turkey, Jordan, and Syria.

No sympathy for Madonna crucifixion

The Ttalian-American singer Madonna has again
offended religious people of all persuasions with
her plan for a mock crucifixion of herself during
a Rome concert to be held on Sunday near the
Vatican. It was an «act of open hostility,» said
Catholic Cardinal Ersilio Tonini in the La Stampa
daily, adding that the idea had probably come
from marketing professionals keen to cause a
scandal. Priests in several Roman parishes were
widely quoted as calling the stunt «blasphemous»
and a «provocatory», especially as it would
happen only about a few kilometres from the
Vatican. Meanwhile, the spokesman of Rome's
Jewish community, Riccardo Pacifici, said: «You
need to be sensitive enough to understand that
using certain symbols in this way can offend
people who identify with them». «The idea is in
the worst possible taste,» Maria Scialoja, head of
the Muslim League said.
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A simple belief that God exists is not

sufficient. We should allow Him to
make His impression on us. This means
accepting God as part of our daily living.
The major point to realize is that God
is God. He is the eternal Being, no
beginning, no end, no limitations, to
whom nothing is impossible. He created
the universe and all its contents out of
nothing and set the stars, the planets
and the seasons in their orbits and
pathways.

He created LIFE itself and this too He
set in its pathway through time.

And with all this omnipotence He is our
Personal God; nearer to each one of us
than our innermost being.

This being so, while we certainly refer
to Him as “Our God” because He is,
after all, the God of all the Universe,
we are also able to refer to Him as “My
God” The most important reason for
this is that God is our Father and is the
Fount of Love. Therefore, we are, each
one of us, among trillions of persons,
to God our loving Father, the only one.
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By Lou Ralph,
Campbellfield

The Redemption is for ME; His love is
for ME; His presence is for Me; He is
personal to ME -- and you can say and
accept the same.

In spite of all the foibles of Humanity
the love of God has never altered. We
Humans did, and do, reject God but He
has never rejected us. His love and His
desire is to have all His children close
to Him. He redeemed us for this and,
as we have seen, this redeeming was not
directed to all Humanity en masse but to
each and every one of us, individually.
Because he is so concerned about us, all
thisis true and so we should aim our daily
living and conduct at obeying His Two
Commandments to love Him and our
neighbour, to showing Him reverence
and respect and by offering ourselves to
Him. He does not expect us to perform
earth shattering deeds but that we just
remember that He is always with us to
help and guide us and to receive from
us our Love and Trust. We need have no
fear when we place ourselves in His safe
and secure hands.



Church Teachings

MARRIAGE

A DEFINITION

I take you to be my lawful husband/wife, to have and
to hold, from this day forward, for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, until
death do us part.

Church bells, a wedding dress, singing and dancing
to rejoice what is special. Wedding ceremony, saying
your vowels and the wedding band to reunite two
hearts which are meant for each other. Surely we have
wedding every weekend; we dress up and celebrate
with the bride and the groom. However do we ever
stop to think what it’s all about?

“Marriage is an act of will that signifies and involves a
mutual gift, which unites the spouses and binds them
to their eventual souls, with whom they make up a
sole family - a domestic church” Pope John Paul I1.
Often people do not realize how important the act of
marriage is, it is an act of two people uniting to form
a family, therefore a church. Marriage is important
because it is the pathway to build a new family, which
is to be shaped and looked after, till it is complete.

It is said that through marriage a family is formed, be-
cause marriage is the generator for children, therefore
we have a domestic church. Those children which are
born into this world are then brought up according to
the Christian teachings. There is more commitment
and responsibility in a married life, therefore there
is more motivation to have children who are fruitful
and of some use to the world.

For the last three decades the rate of divorce has in-
creased by a big percentage, however it does not stop
people from getting married, there must be some-
thing that the catholic church and the catholic family
is doing right. To elaborate more on the subject of
marriage, is to say that married life is not just one
or two hurdles to overcome, however it is a life long
hurdle, which can be overcome by two souls who
are willing to live a life together, and form a church
within their family.

Same sex marriages are forbidden in the Catholic
Church for many reasons. One of the biggest reasons
is because it stops new life from coming to the world,
as the Lord planned. Another reason could be the

disrespect of one’s own body. When there is a sexual
relationship between two, it is essential that it is a
man and a woman because that is how God intended
it to be. The uniqueness of two bodies connecting is
the completion of a married life that will be lived day
by day, their sexual differences is complementary.
Pope John Paul II says that the human body is cre-
ated for the sexual union of marriage; the process of
having children.
In addition to sexual relations before marriage, de
facto relationships are also forbidden. Despite the in-
creasing number of divorce, there is no allowance for
de facto relationships. Sex before marriage ignores
not only the values of the Catholic Church but also
the deep meaning of sex as a commitment of love and
as a way of bringing new life into the world. Virginity
of both man and woman is considered to be a gift and
a beautiful quality, and those who protect their vir-
ginity up until the point that they are married; they
are proved to have an adult attitude and self respect.
De facto relationships are not right because of the
lack of commitment between a man and a woman,
this relationship can be broken at any point because
the sacrament of marriage does not hold its founda-
tion. Therefore in a married life you have commit-
ment and love to share a life together. Commitment
to each other will give you strength to be better par-
ents. God intended marriage to be the union of a man
and a woman.
According to the catholic teaching of marriage they
refer to the act or the concept as: God himself is the
author of marriage. The vocation to marriage is writ-
ten in the very nature of man and woman as they
came from the hand of the creator.
"Marriage has in it less of beauty but more of safety,
than the single life; it has more care, but less danger,
it is more merry, and more sad; it is fuller of sorrows,
and fuller of joys; it lies under more burdens, but it is
supported by all the strengths of love and charity, and
those burdens are delightful”(Bishop Jeremy Taylor)
from the 16th century.

By: Jwan Kada
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TALENT INSPIRATION SERVING
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