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3. John J. O’Donnell, Sheed and Ward, The
mastery of the Triune God, London, 2001.
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March - May

Eden - Eshoaa Shehara
Amanda Issa

Melanie — Mary Slewh
Roberto — Pulos Moshi
Loris — Mary Jallo

Mary Yacoub

Adam Hanna

Bronel - Esho Al- Bijwaie
Amanda - Hano Fatho
Amanda - Febrounia Yousif
David Alyas

Alisha Yousif

Melissa — Treza Omer
Oneil - Nigdems Elea
Olivia Yousif

Daro - Hurmez Dawood
David - Josiph Yako
Manwella — Mary Zea

Mathew Afram

Dominic — Eshoaa Kaka
Sophie - Tereza Markos
Enkido Hanna

Leandra - Maryam Ibrahim
Ronaldo Yonan

Samantha — Tresa Mansour
Josephine Minas

Anita Markhail

Gabriel Audish

Gabriella — Mescanta Misho
Jonathan - Youhana Youhana
Marvin - Addai Younan
Matilda - Mariam Younan
Marina - Mariam Yacoub
David Shamoon

John - Daniel Daniel
Amanda Khamo

Stephanie - Treza Khwaja

Dimitri Kako Jonathan - Joseph Ibrahim
Amir Talou& Sonya Mekhaeel Noman Toma& Sahera Murad
Salem Mansour& Raksmey Hay Rayan Hanona& Karolin Yago
Wisam Shaaya& Jenny Al-Hantosh Samih Korkes& Najwa Shlamon
Salwan Aushana®& Nadrah kakoz Emel Hana& Zina Hanna
Sarmet Issa& Maeeda Hermiz Mazin Isho& Suhama Oshana
Khaled Dawood&Hanane Hermez

Slewa Matti

Sadeer Nabati

Shahla Yawila
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Catholic hospital defies Bible ban
Ballarat Health Services and St John of God

Hospital yesterday confirmed that Bibles
remained in lockers next to beds despite a
national trend to ban them from hospitals. The
Courier reports that Ballarat Health Services
chief executive officer Andrew Rowe said Bibles
were available to all patients. St John of God
Director of Mission Maureen Waddington said
she could "not imagine a time" when Bibles were
not placed next to beds. Ms Waddington said the
private Catholic hospital also catered for a "whole
range of religions” with Anglican, Lutheran and
Uniting Church pastoral services available. "We
make no apologies for being Catholic but if
someone asked for a copy of the Koran we would
get that too,” she said.

Don't take da vinci film seriously

Perth's Catholic Archbishop, Barry Hickey, is
urging Perth moviegoers to treat it as a work of
Hollywood fiction. "I won't be rushing out to
see the film," he said. The religious thriller, has
sparked heated debate about its factual merits,
with several countries calling for it to be banned,
censored or boycotted. "I don't intend to call
for any boycott," he said. "I would just caution
people who go to see it that they are not looking
at fact, they are looking at fiction, and to treat
it as they would treat any film about fictitious
events." Archbishop Angelo Amato, an official
in the Vatican's doctrinal office, blasted the
book on which the film is based as "full of anti-
Christian lies"

New Australian Ambassador to Vatican
In a speech to the Australian ambassador,
Anne Maree Plunkett, Pope Benedict praised
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the country's contributions to peacemaking
and to development and disaster relief around
the world, especially in the Asia-Pacific region.
"The laudable resolves to work for peace on an
international scale must be matched with an
equal determination to attain justice at the local
level," particularly when receiving refugees and
in relations with Australia's Aborigines, he said.
'The social situation of the Aborigines, he said,
"is cause for much pain" and needs ongoing
attention. The Pope also told the ambassador he
was looking forward, "God willing," to visiting
Australia in 2008 to preside over World Youth
Day festivities.

Australian adult stem cells research

The Australian government has decided to
financescientificresearch on the useand curative
possibilities of adult stem cells. The decision to
give 22 million dollars to Griffith University
laboratories has been welcomed by Catholics
contrary Lo research on stem cells from human
embryos because it entails the destruction of
the embryos. “This is wonderful moment, very
encouraging for science which respects moral
roots”, said Bishop Eugene Hurley of Port Pirie
head of the Australian Bishops’ Commission for
the Family and Life. This means they can be used
to treat various diseases including Parkinson’s
Disease, brain diseases. “Government support
for this line of research will help other scientists
elsewhere in the world to study adult stem cells
rather than those of human embryos’, said
Bishop Hurley.

Australian Catholic Social Services
Various Catholic bodies operating in Australia,
have merged to form Catholic Social Services
Australia network. Presented by the Australian
Church as a sign of a presence and greater effort
in the field of social and health services, the new
organism has a logo which consists of a cross,
composed of many different points representing
contributions from all sides for the social
promotion of the people ”. Most of the members
of the new organization come from “Centacare”,
whose workers are socially committed religious
and lay people.



that they love us beyond imagination, they
love us beyond reason. Because if you love
someone for a reason, it is possible for you
to dislike them for another reason; therefore
they love you not for one particular
reason, instead they love you because you
are everything to them. There has been
more than one situation where you have
complained about your parents and how
they make your life miserable. Because you
can only see the pain that you go through,
you become too blind in your emotions to
see the pain that they have

been through. This is very

normal we all tend to do that

often. That is the way that

humanity works, we do not

know what we have till one

day we lose it.

Our parents have lived in

fear and it was you as their

child who made them stronger to overcome
the fear and try to escape danger. As a result
our parents have a different way to show
their love and compassion towards us. For
instance parents may yell at us when we do
something wrong, but that does not mean
that they hate us but instead that is their way
to show that they care. Your parents might
not say I love you, when they drop you off
to school or they might not hug you and
kiss you when you succeed in something.
The reason for this is that they have lived in
war and experienced a great deal of anguish
and they barely knew the meaning of love
till they had you. Therefore they find it very
hard to show compassion towards you. You
might not hear the words I love you and
I care for you often enough from parents,
but it does not mean that that is the way
they feel. Your parents have been through
too much trauma in their lives they are
emotionally drained and they find it hard to
express their emotions. Hence it becomes

Youth View

hard for us to understand them, but if we
take the time to listen to them more often,
the time to know them we might come
to understand them further. Everything
parents do, they do it for a reason, and
most reasons are to protect you and love
you more. You might say that you do not
need protection, however they feel that you
always do. You are a big part of your parents
life and it is almost impossible for them to
not protect and guide you. A great example
is when parents have a dream of you being
in danger. They wake up
praying for you, for the rest
of that day they take extra
precautions to make your
life easier.
Parents are loving and caring,
their faith is much stronger
than ours, and their love
towards us is infinite. They
pray for you in every new chapter that you
start in your life, but we never find the time to
pray for them. We find ourselves too distracted
in earthly things, rather than spending a bit of
time with the people who gave us everything
in life, our great father and mother. Take the
time to learn more about your parents, try to
understand them, communicate with them
and in time you will find that they are much
easier to understand. Because you will learn
to think outside the square; you will learn to
love and honor them more and more. Learn
to understand why they do what they do,
in order for you to honor them and respect
them. Turn to the Lord to give you wisdom
and strength to finally take that blind fold off
your eyes so that you can finally see the people
that love you most. Do not give up on your
parents, instead fight for their understanding,
show them that you understand them and
appreciate them. Know that they are a gift
from God to you, just like how you were a gift
from God to them.
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Youth View

Understand

Thy father and Mother

By: Jwan Kada

good parent is not known by

how many times he or she

says I love you, but they are
known by how many times they show it.
Our parents have lived a very challenging
life full of disappointments. They grieved
immensely, whether it was for the loss of
their loved ones or the fear and the pain of
being in a war zone. They have known and
experienced what it feels like to be living in
fear for most of their lives. Their lives were
not just a movie you watch, or an article
in the newspaper to read. Instead it was
the cruelty of reality. Their every heartbeat
believed that tomorrow may not come.
However the courage and the strength
that lives in our parents made them more
determined to save us. And take us into
a better world, where we do not have to
worry about taking unnecessary risks that
will destroy our future.
It is not often enough that we wonder who
our parents are. And how they became
the way they are? But indeed if we think
deeply we will come to understand that
there are a set of questions to be asked and
answered in order for us to understand our
parents. Most of you will know about the
great commandment given to us by God
“Honor thy father and mother”. For us to
be active and practicing Christians we
need to follow every commandment that
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is given to us. However this issue becomes
of some concern to us when it is in depth
thought about, how could you honor your
father and mother if you do not understand
them? Unfortunately this is one of the
biggest problems our youth come to face
when dealing with their parents. Therefore
it becomes much easier at times to ignore
your parents and lack understanding them.
Young people often find themselves making
excuses and convincing themselves that
their lives are too complicated for their
parents to understand. As a result we see
the separation of young people and their
parents. Returning to our main question:
who are our parents? Qur parents are like
all the other parents, they are not some
inhuman thing that walked into our world
and destroyed everything. But instead every
humane characteristic lives in them. Our
parents are something like this:

A father is the man who would risk
everything for his child; he is the man who
shows endless love and compassion towards
his child. A mother is the nurture that will
not stop protecting her child. She is known
for her over protectiveness and loving
nature. Therefore our parents are not the
enemy instead they are our alliance till the
end of time. And despite the circumstances
they retain their love towards their children.
What makes them more of a bonus for us is



The Work of the
Holy Spirit

by Basil the Great, 4th century

The titles given to the Holy Spirit must surely stir
the soul of anyone who hears them, and make
him realize that they speak of nothing less than
the supreme Being. Is he not called the Spirit of
God, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the
Father, the steadfast Spirit, the guiding Spirit?
But his principal and most personal title is the
Holy Spirit.

To the Spirit all creatures turn in their need
for sanctification; all living things seek him
according to their ability. His breath empowers
each to achieve its own natural end.

The Spirit is the source of holiness, a spiritual
light, and he offers his own light to every mind
to help it in its search for truth. By nature the
Spirit is beyond the reach of our mind, but we
can know him by his goodness. The power of
the Spirit fills the whole universe, but he gives
himself only to those who are worthy, acting in
each according to the measure of his faith.
Simple in himself, the Spirit is manifold in his
mighty works. The whole of his being is present
to each individual; the whole of his being is
present everywhere. Though shared in by many,
he remains unchanged; his self-giving is no loss
to himself. Like the sunshine, which permeates
all the atmosphere, spreading over land and sea,
and yet is enjoyed by each person as though it

were for him alone, so the Spirit pours forth his
grace in full measure, sufficient for all, and yet is
present as though exclusively to everyone who
can receive him. To all creatures that share in
him he gives a delight limited only by their own
nature, not by his ability to give.

The Spirit raises our hearts to heaven, guides
the steps of the weak, and brings to perfection
those who are making progress. He enlightens
those who have been cleansed from every stain
of sin and makes them spiritual by communion
with himself.

As clear, transparent substances become very
bright when sunlight falls on them and shine
with a new radiance, so also souls in whom the
Spirit dwells, and who are enlightened by the
Spirit, become spiritual themselves and a source
of grace for others.

From the Spirit comes foreknowledge of the
future, understanding of the mysteries of faith,
insight into the hidden meaning of Scripture,
and other special gifts. Through the Spirit we
become citizens of heaven, we are admitted to
the company of the angels, we enter into eternal
happiness and abide in God. Through the Spirit
we acquire a likeness to God; indeed, we attain
what is beyond our most sublime aspirations-we
become God.

Yoo osa— b 1a g v



Saint Biography

St. Aloysius Gonzaga
The Patron Saint of

Youth

St. Aloysius was born in Castiglione, Italy in
1591, for a noble family. The first words St.
Aloysius spoke were the Holy Names of Jesus
and Mary. He was destined for the military by
his father (who was in service to Philip IT), but by
the age of 9 Aloysius had decided on a religious
life, and made a vow of perpetual virginity. To
safeguard himself from possible temptation, he
would keep his eyes persistently downcast in the
presence of women.

While still a boy himself, he taught catechism
to poor boys. Received First Communion from
Saint Charles Borromeo. A kidney disease
prevented St. Aloysius from a full social life
for a while, so he spent his time in prayer and
reading the lives of the saints. Although he
was appointed a page in Spain, St. Aloysius
kept up his many devotions and austerities,
and was quite resolved to become a Jesuit. His
family eventually moved back to Italy, where
he taught catechism to the poor. When he was
18, he joined the Jesuits, after finally breaking
down his father, who had refused his entrance
into the order. He served in a hospital during
the plague of 1587 in Milan, and died from it in
20-21 June 1591 at the age of 23, after receiving
the last rites from St. Robert Bellarmine. The
last word he spoke was the Holy Name of Jesus.
St. Robert wrote the Life of St. Aloysius. His
relics entombed under the altar of Saint Ignatius
Church, Rome.

Facts
Born: 9 March 1568
Died: 20-21 June 1591
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Beatified: 1621 by Pope Gregory XV.
Canonized: 31 December 1726 by Pope Benedict
XIII

Feastday: 21 June

Helper of: Catholic youth; teenage children;
teenagers; young people; AIDS care-givers;
AIDS patients; Jesuit students; relief from
pestilence; sore eyes.

Prayer of Self-Commendation to Mary

O Holy Mary, my Lady, into your blessed trust
and safe keeping and into the depths of your
mercy, I commend my soul and body this day,
every day of my life, and at the hour of my death.
To you I entrust all my hopes and consolations,
all my trials and miseries, my life and the end of
my life. By your most holy intercession and by
your merits, may all my actions be directed and
disposed according to your will and the Will of
your divine Son. Amen.

Prayer to protect youth form false cults
Dear Christian youth, you were a faithful
follower of Christ in the Society of Jesus. You
steadily strove for perfection while generously
serving the plague-stricken. Help our youth
today who are faced with a plague of false cults
and false gods. Show them how to harness their
energies and to use them for their own and
others’ fulfillment - which will redound to the
greater glory of God. Amen.

Sources:
www.catholic-forum.com/saints/sainta08.htm
www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=15



thing. We really can depend on him. He can be
trusted to see all the routines of our existence.
The poet wrote, “God’s in His heaven, all’s right
with the world”. However, you might say, ‘all is not
right with the world; and you would be correct.
So why is this so? It is because mankind goes
blindly on, inventing, discovering, developing and
enlarging the fields

of knowledge and,

in many instances,

misapplying and
misusing that
knowledge.  This,
in  many  ways,

despoils the world
and its inhabitants.
Despoiling what
God meant to be
beautiful..

For things personal
or out of the ordinary,
God, apparently, likes
to be asked.. there
are simple and easy
conditions  which
apply: a right and a
wrong way of asking
- or praying, if this be you preferred term.

To begin with we should seek God and His
kingdom first. If we do this then the necessities of
living will be given to us. Then it is important that
we ask ‘In the name of Jesus. In Faith, HOPE and
Charity. This means that we believe God will give
us what we need,, that what we ask for will not
harm ourselves or our neighbours and that we
trust Him to help us. The next important point
is that we do not despair if the answer is delayed.
And finally, we do not ask for ‘what we want’ but
for what we need, something which will not be
spiritually harmful.

These conditions are not of my making nor that
of the Church. They are the words of Jesus and

Reflections

one must remember that He would not say or
do anything which could lead us astray and
He gave us His promise which will never be
broken, on that we can rely and it is imperative
that we do. Trust Him. Jesus said. “What loving
Father would give his son a stone when asked
for bread?” it is well to consider this.

Knowing all this
it certainly seems
possible that with
a concerted effort
of prayer the whole
world could be set
onto the Road of
Hope, Prayer, Trust,
of Love.

A major problem
is FEAR. Perhaps
the most common
phrase in the Bible
is, ‘Fear nol’ Even
the Blessed Virgin
was told, ‘Fear not,
Mary. It seems that
the lord is forever
telling His people
not to be afraid.
Perhaps we should take Him at His word.

If we did it could be a turning point for
those of us who really are afraid of what is
happening in our own lives and are uncertain
whether we can cope. There is no uncertainty
about the Lord. He has all the answers. So
when we ask for His help and guidance we
need have no doubts that He will hear our
request and answer our prayer.. If we show
our Trust in Him, our Faith and Love as did
His saints then the support which was, and
is, given to them will be given to us.. Then all
our fears will become groundless and we will
begin to know the Peace which only the Lord
our God can give.
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By Leo Ralph, Campbellfield

hope

I once read an article entitled ‘On the Road
to Hope' It pointed out many of the problems
in the world today and the whole picture it
painted was one of pessimism rather than one
of optimism. It set me to thinking.

The basic underlying cause of this rather
hopeless picture is human behaviour gone
wrong. It would help if men’s behavior could be
put back onto the right pathway, that is to say,
‘put back onto the Road OF Hope’ One says
OF Hope and no TO Hope because Hope is not
a destination, it is a means by which one can
reach a desired destination.

One is reminded of the two disciples who were
on the road to Emmaus that Sunday following
the Crucifixion of Jesus. They decided not to
stay in Jerusalem and wait with the apostles.
As far as they were concerned everything was
finished; Jesus was dead, finished, and the
wonderful things He had spoken about seemed
to have finished with Him. THEY HAD LOST
HOPE. Then this ‘stranger’ came and walked
with them to the nearest inn where they
stopped for a meal. He spoke to them of the
prophesies of the Old Testament concerning
the Messiah, astonishing them somewhat and
increasing their understanding of what the
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promised redemption really meant. And then,
when at table, He broke the bread, they realized
who He was, what it all meant and their hope
was revived.

However, hope cannot work alone, it must be
coupled with Faith, and also with the catalyst,
the spark, love, in order to keep both Faith and
Hope functioning properly. It all works this
way.

Firstly we must believe in God, not merely
that God exists but that He is limitless in all
directions; no beginning, no end and that
with God all things are possible no matter
how impossible they appear to us.. His ways
are not our ways and sometimes they appear
to be very surprising ways. But this we must
accept because God sees all, knows all and
will only do what is right for each of us. In
addition we must believe that God is our
Father, loving us with the deep unconditional
love of a father and wanting only what is best
for us AND FOR US TO LOVE HIM.
Believing this and accepting it as the fact it is, it
will then automatically follow that we will realize
that this loving, all-powerful God, our Father,
can be trusted, can be relied on implicitly.
TRUST and HOPE in this context mean the same



St. Aphram Chaldean School

PLANTING
PROGRAM

By Raghda Riyadh

tudents from grade four to grade
S six of St. Aphram Chaldean School

had the opportunity to get their
hands in the name of conservation.
They participated in planting native
trees around Merri Creek.
The aim of participating in this
program was to serve the society
by building communication and
reputation between the school and
the council. Also, it was a practical
form of practicing our faith, by
showing that we love God by serving
others. And there was also the goal
of improving our local natural
habitat, and understanding the soul
of volunteer work.
The program lasted four weeks, from
06.05.06 till 27.05.06. The council
organized a bus to collect the students
from the school every week at 11.30 am
and took them to the park by 11.45am.
The students were there from 11.50am
till 1.30pm; they had the chance to
plant the trees and then had a tour of
the park to explore the site with a guide

who informed them of the park and the
animals and plants that lived there. Then
from 1.30pm to 2pm they had lunch and
then the students had free time until
2.15pm to have their own time to explore
the park. Then they went back to school.
The council supplied us with water and
drinks, B.B.Q, Marquee, Transportation
to pick up students from and back
to school, plants and also the tour to
explore the site nature and animals.
The students were excited and had
a lot of fun even though the weather
was really cold. They were happy to
have this experience and most of them
were willing to try this experience
again. It wasn’t an experience only for
the students of St. Aphram Chaldean
School it was also an experience for
the teachers as most of them had not
participated in community work and
now had the chance to do so.
We hope that the students of St. Aphram
Chaldean School learned from this
program that to serve others is to show
that we love God.
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MARAPHRAM

Festival of Arts 2006 it

TALENT INSPIRATION SERVING
Gifts from the Mar. Aphram Festival Give your best to
Holy Spirit, with is a perfect occasion small jobs, and
which we serve others. for motivation. miracles will follow.

HOPE TOGETHER FAITH
Learn from yesterday, Bringing people Our deep gratitude
Live for today, together, brings which we offer to
Hope for tomorrow. Love to all. the Lord.

PLAY - OPERETTA - HYMNS - POEMS - HAND CRAFT - DRAWING
SCULPT - PHOTOGRAPHY - ART GALLERY - KIDS ACTIVITIES
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Homes Underfoot concRETE BAND WHARF moonmecevmes

Nader Khoshaba Yousif & Sami Robert Audish Issam Wassouf Selwan Putrus Lamik Lazar

PH <2 EM.I DANIEL OSHANA

WROUGHTIRON ~ g5 Eonstmucrion Homes Video&BUD oo r v,
Hani Nerso Majed & Adriss Bashar Shamoon Hikmat Daniel Bashar Oshana Sakhi Warda
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