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1. Le mystere de I'Incarnation, Charles Everard.
2. L'Incarnation, Mystere et ecndale du corps
du Christ; Marie-Eve Benoteau.
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The Pillars of Creation: Photo by Hubble telescope of gas clouds in outer space where it is thought stars and planets are born.
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November to December Mirna - Mary Bniamen

Chanel - Rafqa Yousif Rosalita - Rita Warda

Christopher Toma Sorena - Rita Bniamen

George - Georges Hana Tania - Teresa Georges

Georgina - Maryiam Younan Helena - Teresa Kakos

Georgina Yonan Manualla Mati

Matthew Yousif Nathan - Polus Hana

Naliandra - Mary Habib Paul Al- Gaznakhi

Yousif Yousit Serina Moushi

Addai - Askherya Askherya Jawan - Bernadet Younan

Anita- Teresa Sawa Jessica - Rita Hanna

Joseph- Eshoaa Paules Jonhpaul Gorgees

Mark - Mina Maloka Kris Rofael

Miguele - Joseph Louis Steela - Treza Nissan

Tony Shaba & Shatha Mansur Saher Toma & Mariana Goriya

Adel kakoz & Nina Goro Michael Gilana & Lara Marcus z dé
Frances Frances & Nadya Youkhana Cezar Bedawid & Sandra Bedawid l J l
Neshwan Hurmez & Suzan Mansur Ayad Botres & Dunia Zito _‘J'g‘:g T

Hirmiz Sleiman Oraha
Ishaq Jajou Nisan

2005: Baptism 167 Wedding 31 Funerals 12

A Big Congratulations

From Nohra to its very own

Loris Mikhail

For completing her
Bachelor of Design at RMIT

We wish you as much success in your
Future endeavors...

29 Nohra November - December 2005




accounts help us understand his extraordinary
character and why he is so beloved and revered as
protector and helper of those in need. A famous
story about St Nicholas is about a poor man who
had no money to give to his three daughters on
their wedding day. This poor man’s daughters,
without dowries, were therefore destined to be
sold into slavery. St Nicholas dropped bags of
gold into the stockings which the girls had left
to dry by the fire. The sisters found the gold and
ever since, children have hung
up stockings on Christmas Eve
hoping that they will be filled
with presents by Christmas
morning. Sometimes the story
is told with gold balls instead
of bags of gold. That is why
three gold balls, sometimes
represented as oranges, are
one of the symbols for St.
Nicholas. And so St. Nicholas
is a gift-giver. Another story
In France tells of three small
children, wandering in their play until lost, lured,
and captured by an evil butcher. St. Nicholas
appears and appeals to God to return them to
life and to their families. As Nicholas prayed
earnestly to God the three boys were restored
to life and wholeness. And so St. Nicholas is the
patron and protector of children.

Tracing Santa Claus

The American version of the Santa Claus figure
received its inspiration and its name from the
Dutch legend of Sinter Klaas, brought by settlers
to New York in the 17th century.

As early as 1773 the name appeared in the
American press as “St. A Claus,” but it was the
popular author Washington Irving who gave
Americans their first detailed information about
the Dutch version of Saint Nicholas. In his
History of New York, published in 1809 under
the pseudonym Diedrich Knickerbocker, Irving
described the arrival of the saint on horseback
each Eve of Saint Nicholas.

This Dutch-American Saint Nick achieved his
fully Americanized form in 1823 in the poem
A Visit From Saint Nicholas more commonly

And so St.
Nicholas is
the patron
and protector
of children.

Saint Biograph

known as The Night Before Christmas by
writer Clement Clarke Moore. Moore included
such details as the names of the reindeer; Santa
Claus’s laughs, winks, and nods; and the method
by which Saint Nicholas, referred to as an elf,
returns up the chimney.

The American image of Santa Claus was further
elaborated by illustrator Thomas Nast, who
depicted a rotund Santa for Christmas issues of
Harper’s magazine from the 1860s to the 1880s.
Nast added such details as
Santa’s workshop at the North
Pole and Santa’s list of the
good and bad children of the
world. In modern versions
of the Santa Claus legend,
only his toy-shop workers
are elves. Rudolph, the ninth
reindeer, with a red and
shiny nose, was invented in
1939 by an advertising writer
for the Montgomery Ward
Company.

In 1925, since grazing reindeer would not be
possible at the North Pole, newspapers revealed
that Santa Claus in fact lived in Finnish Lapland.
“Uncle Markus”, Markus Rautio, who compared
the popular “Children’s hour” on Finnish public
radio, revealed the great secret for the first
time in 1927: Santa Claus lives on Lapland’s
Korvatunturi - “Ear Fell” - somewhat resembles
a hare’s ears - which are in fact Santa Claus’s
ears, with which he listens to hear if the world’s
children are being nice. Santa has the assistance
of a busy group of elves, who have quite their
own history in Scandinavian legend.

Since the 1950s, Santa has happily sojourned at
Napapiiri, near Rovaniemi, at times other than
Christmas, to meet children and the young at
heart. By 1985 his visits to Napapiiri had become
soregular that he established his own Santa Claus
Office there. He comes there every day of the
year to hear what children want for Christmas
and to talk with children who have arrived from
around the world. Santa Claus Village is also
the location of Santa’s main Post Office, which
receives children’s letters from the four corners
of the world.

Yiao J;J'l J}ﬁls_.f—"lll—'.'1 ~J-U“-'*-‘ st T



Saint Biography

St. Nicholas

(280-343)

The Real
Santa Claus

Children naturally want to know
where Santa Claus actually cames
from. Where does he live when he isn't
delivering presents? Those questions
gave rise to the legend that Santa
Claus lived at the North Pole, where
his Christmas-gift workshop was also
located. But who is the real Santa
Clause who visits millions on children
around the globe giving those gifts.

31 Nohra November - December 2005

in 280AD in Patara, a village in what is

now Turkey. His wealthy parents, who
raised him to be a devout Christian, died in
an epidemic while Nicholas was still young.
Obeying Jesus’ words to “sell what you own
and give the money to the poor,” Nicholas
used his whole inheritance to assist the needy,
the sick, and the suffering. His gifts were given
late at night, so that the gift giver’s identity
would remain a secret.
He dedicated his life to serving God and was
made Bishop of Myra while still a young man.
Bishop Nicholas became known throughout
the land for his generosity to those in need, his
love for children, and his concern for sailors
and ships. St Nicholas was eventually named
the patron saint of children, sailors, Russia and
Greece any many other conutrys.
In the year 303, christians didn’t obey
Diocletian,the Emperor’s order of worshiping
him. So, all christains puted in prison and St
Nicholas who resisted too was also imprisoned.
For more than five years, St Nicholas was
confined to a small cell. He suffered from cold,
hunger, and thirst, but he never wavered in
his beliefs. In 313, when Diocletian resigned,
and Constantine came to power Nicholas was
released, and he returned to his post as Bishop
of Myra. He continued his good works and
became even wiser and more understanding by
the time of his death on December 6, 343.
By 450AD, churches in Asia Minor and Greece
were being named inhonorofhim. By 800AD, he
was officially recognized as saint by the Eastern
Catholic Church. In the 1200s, December sixth
began to be celebrated as Bishop Nicholas Day
in France. By end of the 1400s, St Nicholas was
the third most beloved religious figure, after
Jesus and Mary. There were more than 2000
chapels and monasteries named after him. Over
the centuries, St Nicholas” popularity grew, and
many people in Europe made up new stories
that showed his concern for children.

S anta Clause is St. Nicholas, who was born

Stories & Legend
Through the centuries many stories and legends
havebeentold ofSt. Nicholas’ lifeand deeds. These



outh come for the lord who invites you to his
.1 house and opens the doors. Young people
need to be evangelized “Very often existing
initiatives to evangelize young people are addressed
to small groups and fail to reach the greater part of
youngsters”. Bishop Odilo Scherer auxiliary of Brazil
said in a conference.
Attending church has been a very big concern for
everyone, especially the lack of youth attending
church. As a youth group member I do not believe
that we have enough youth
attending church. T am more
than certain that we have
more than 50 or 60 youth in
our Parish. So my question
remains where are the rest
of our youth? Are they
sitting at home giving their
valuable time to television?
Or are they out with friends
partying all night? Either way
our youth are not attending
church, which we can conclude in various ways. Our
youth are too busy for church, or there isn't enough
encouragement from parents. Or is it emptiness that
has got them too lost in themselves. Emptiness is very
common in youth, however, the big concern is that
when youth have too much time on their hands, they
cover it with things to do. Unfortunately, they do not
fill it with good things, but, with bad things. In 1946
Karl Rahner preached for people in the war in Munich
and said: “Don’'t be shocked at the loneliness and
desertedness of your inner prison, which seems to be
filled only with powerlessness and hopelessness, with
tiredness! Don't be shocked, God is most easily met
precisely when our own words sound flat and empty.
Stay inside that emptiness don’t run away from it. The
natural temptation is to try to get out of loneliness
by plunging ourselves into busyness, distractions,
amusement and social life with the hope of fooling
ourselves about our own despair. Part of that too is
the tendency to see our emptiness and frustration as
a sign that there isn't any God” This message is from
a man who watched people die every day in war while
the rest awaited their death. Our youth are empty,
they have no valuable time which can become a very
big concern in the future. What is more concerning
is when youth start to think that they don't need the
Lord. When they start to feel that there isn't any God,
and start to build there hopes and dreams on things
that will become meaningless.
With this issue the church does not ask you to quit
your jobs or stop studying. The church does not stop

Soul search and
find out who you
are but don't forget
to put the Lord in
your life.

Youth View

you from spending time with family and friends.
The church, instead, asks you to become an active
member in the church. Therefore, why don't we all
start to act upon what we are called. You don't have to
give all your time to church, but all it requires you to
do is: share your experience and talents with others
in church activities such as: teaching at St. Aphram
Chaldean School, writing for Nohra magazine,
joining or at least give an hour of your time to share
your idea with church’s youth group. Instead of not
caring that the Lord is calling
you.

Let us all make a new
beginning this Christmas,
because Christmas is a new
beginning for everyone.
Christmas is the birth of
Jesus which means a new
hope and a new future. A lot
of people do the New Year
resolution, make this one of
yours. Come to church this
Christmas and celebrate with all of us the birth of
Christ. For, in times of emptiness we will find no one
greater than the Lord. Pray to mother Mary that she
gives you grace, pray and ask her to pray for you that
you may find the strength to avoid all the temptation
in life and start new.

I send out a very important message if you are a
person who finds himself sitting at home doing
nothing or day dreaming then I suggest you get up
and start to make a difference in your life. If you're the
person who spends everyday working trying to make
as much money as possible and all of the sudden you
find yourself drowning yourself in work then take
a day off it will not only improve your health, but it
will also make you closer to God because sometimes,
when we have free time, we find ourselves soul
searching. Soul search and find out who you are but
don't forget to put the Lord in your life. Last but not
least come to church and either to the mass or to our
youth group or even to brotherhood. I personally
believe that they can make a difference.

I hope our youth find the thing that makes them better
people, T hope that they find passion in everything
they do, but most of all, I hope for them to find the
Lord in themselves because Jesus is waiting for you.
Don't let emptiness put you down, because true God
you will meet in times of loneliness and in time of
despair. Therefore, to all the young people out there,
listen to your heart because if you listen very carefully
the Lord is telling to join him where you will find true

meaning to lif. By fwan Kada
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advice from the fathers leading them to
accomplishments.

Becoming... further occupied in activities,

while attending assemblies with other
congregations. Striving for talent and
success on behalf of the Lady Guardian
of Plants, despite cultural and religious
diversities.

Playing... games and sports, rehearsing for

a stage performance for the Mar Aprem’s
festival of art the fifth (2005). Whilst
still progressing to arrange leisure
facilities including dinner parties and
social gatherings. As well as adjusting
a period of time to praise the Lord.
Graciously thankful, as they await the
next 6pm hour on a Monday in the
next year (2006) to reach. To hop on
another enjoyable ride together as friend
they walk simultaneously. Shoulder

Youth View

by shoulder, into the dark valleys of
experimentations, they lead themselves
into sunlight pathways of hope and
fulfilments for their futures.

Currently... and anxiously awaiting their

VCE results (year 12 examinations
grades), anticipating to come out with
bright colours, and I believe that their
Christmas spirits are bound to award
them a wish come true.

Last but not least, always...
praying... This time of year for the humility

of the shepherds, the perseverance of
the wise men, the joy of the angles, and
the peace of the Christ child to be God’s
gifts to us and to people everywhere this
Christmas and New Year (2006). May
the blessing of the Christ child Jesus, be
upon youth group always.

By: Loris Mikhail

Christmas

What’s at the end of Christmas?
The letter S.

What did Adam say the day before
Christmas?
“Its Christmas, Eve!”

What do you get if you cross Santa Claus
with a duck?
A Christmas Quacker

What kind of people are afraid of Santa
Claus?
Claus-trophobics.

To what did Santa change his name after
he slid down a chimney where the fire
was still burning?

Crisp Kringle.

Riddles

What do you call Santa when he has no
money?
Saint Nickel-less.

What do you have in December that you

don’t have in any other month?
The letter“D".

Why did the Christmas cookie go to the
doctor?
It was feeling crummy!
What goes OH, OH, OH?
Santa walking backwards!

What did the buck say to the doe on
Christmas Day?
Merry Christmas, Dear!

Compiled by: Loris Mikhail
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Youth View

The
Middle
Parts of the
Jigsaw

etween the exhilaration of the
beginning and the satistaction of
concluding, is the middle time of:

Trying... to strengthen and deepen faith.
Seated surrounding a lit candle, the
youth of resurrection close their eyes
then open their hearts and together they
pray.

Continuing... with tolerance and enormous
effort, the leaders present to the students
their topics, trying to transform the
student’s yearnings into wisdom.

Discussing subject matters regarding
religious, educational and social topics
and issues. For example, how to pray,
the word of God, the evolution and
understanding colour were substances
discussed by the leaders and the youth
group students.

Finding... solutions by verbalizing
and raising questions concerning
aspects of the noisy confusions of life, as
a youth crowd. Not with a blurred vision
leading them to cherish, but rather with
a focused vision, with guidance and




Christmas is about symbolism. Symbols
that constantly remind us of what
God has done for us. Lets look at the
Christmas tree. Why do we all have
decorated Christmas trees in our
homes? Some of you might say, “huh?!”
well here’s a reminder:

< The Star: A heavenly sign of
prophecy fulfilled long, long ago-
The shining hope of mankind.

< The Color Red: The first color of
Christmas, symbolizing the Savior’s
sacrifice for all.

< The Fir Tree: Evergreen- the
second color of Christmas shows
everlasting light and life. The needles
point up to heaven.

< The Bell: Rings out to guide lost
sheep back to the fold, signifying
that all are precious in His eyes.

< The Candle: A mirror of starlight,

reflecting our thanks for the star of
Bethlehem.

< The Gift Bow: Tied as we should
all be tied together in bonds of
goodwill forever.

< The Candy Cane: Represents the
shape of the shepherd’s crook, used
to bring lost lambs back to the fold.

< The Wreath: A symbol of the never
ending eternal value of love...having
no end.

So, next time you come across a
Christmas tree, or any other tradition,
stop and think of what deeper meaning
it gives you.

Christmas is about gathering. Not
gathering to have a party, or gathering
to have the biggest dinner of the
entire year, as we usually do after
mass. It is about gathering with family
and friends to show our love towards
one another, just as God showed his
love towards us when He sent us His
son. It is about sharing Gods love and
showing our appreciation towards his
mercy upon us.

So, what will you do for Christmas this
year? Whatever you do, don't look at
things for the way they are. Stand there,
observe and understand the reasons
behind the love, happiness and joy that
you see. Take a deep breath and think
of how lucky you are. Think of the new
beginning, of the true gifts and of all
that you have before you and thank the
all mighty creator.

..... At the beginning of the Great
Jubileeyear, beforeHoly Mass, | opened
the Holy Door of the Vatican Basilica.
It was a symbolic act, a gesture which
highlighted with singular eloquence
something already present in the
mystery of Christmas: Jesus, born of
Mary in the poverty of Bethlehem,
He, the Eternal Son given to us by the
Father, is, for us and for everyone, the
door! The door of our salvation, the
door of life, the door of peace! This is
the message of Christmas.”

Christmas Message - by Pope John Paul
II, 25 December 1999.

By Rane Hana
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Jingle
Bells?

37 Nohra November - December 2005

H ' Have you ever stopped
e o your Christmas shopping,
decorating your Christmas tree, or
buying your new clothes, and wondered
how these actions relate to Christmas?
Have you ever taken some time off to
really think what Christmas is about,
and what it means to you? Have you
ever celebrated Christmas for the right
reasons? Is Christmas just a holiday
where we have some time off to enjoy
ourselves? All these questions have
a sudden impact on you. Is it because
you have forgotten the meaning of
Christmas?

Christmas is about a new beginning.
Maybe that is why you tend to buy new
clothes for yourself. Still, is this the real
meaningofanewbeginning? The answer
is NO! A new beginning occurred two
thousand years ago, when a new baby
was born. A baby that changed the
world that people knew back then. A
new born baby who was responsible for
saving the lives of many, and this divine
baby gave everyone a second chance, a
new beginning. The question is, what
do we do with a new beginning?
Christmas is about gifts. Ever wondered
why we usually buy one another presents
during Christmas? What does this
gesture symbolize? Why is “giving” such
a big part of Christmas? It is simple. Our
father in heaven “gave” his only beloved
son to us, so that in return, we give him
our love. Would you ever give a loved
one away? It is almost impossible. Hey,
that is the true gift that God sent us in
order to save us. What do we give him
in return?



Guest of Honor: Jesus Christ

Date: Every day. Traditionally, December 25
but He's always around, so the date is flexible....

Time: Whenever you're ready.
' (Please don't be late, though, or you'll miss out on all the fun!)

Place: In your heart.... He'll meet you there.
(You'll hear Him knock.)

. .
- 8
‘ - Dress: Come as you are... grubbies are okay. q
He'll be washing our clothes anyway. He said something about
new white robes and crowns for everyone who stays till last.

Tickets: Admission is free. He's already paid for everyone...
(He says you wouldn't have been able to afford it anyway... w
’_i{: cost Him everything He had. But you do need to accept the ticket!! g 3

reshments: New wine, bread, and a far-out drink He calls "Living Water,
followed by a supper that promises to be out of this world!

ggestions: Your life. He's one of those people who already has everythin
2's very generous in return though. Just wait until you see what He has for

Entertainment: Joy, Peace, Truth, Light, Life, Love, Real Happiness,
Communion with God, Forgiveness, Miracles, Healing, Pow
Eternity in Paradise, Contentment, and much more!
(All "G" rated, so bring your family and friends.)

_ R.S.V.P. Very Important!
He must know ahead so He can reserve a spot for you at the table.

Also, He's keeping a list of His friends for future reference.
He calls it the "Lamb's Book of Life."
Party being given by His Kllf (that's us!!)
Hope to see you t




You Can Write for It
You Can Design It
You Can Photograph for It
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