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Raghda Hanna, Grade 3

We have to give our knowledge to the
students, to teach them, to have better
education about our Catholic Catechism
and our religion. Also, to know more things
so they can pass it on to other students or
to their kids in the future. Some ideas that
I have for St. Aphram Saturday School
are: First, is getting more activities for the
children. Two, I hope that parents help us
by asking their children “what they have
done?”. Third, we should have activities
such as school festival, school picnic and
athletic day, so teachers and students get
together. Forth, we, teachers should have
meetings once a month to discuss what are
their needs.
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Pell invites Jews, Muslims to join battle

for the family

Sydney's Cardinal George Pell yesterday told the 4th
International Inter-Religion Abraham Conference
that Muslims, Christians and Jews share a common
commitment to loving faithful marriage is the true
foundation of the family, and they should all work
together to protect it. "The children of Abraham should
take the lead in ensuring a better future not only for
children and families, but also for our country," he
said. "With our secular brothers and sisters we can
make a significant contribution to a better future for
our nation of Australia." Cardinal Pell told Conference
participants that he believes that "the haves and have-
nots of the future will often be divided into those who
have had a loving family upbringing and those who
have never had this opportunity”.

Benedict XVI: From the Eucharist

comes love for refugees and the poor
Drawing attention to World Refugee Day promoted
by the UN, the Pope says "works of charity” are
the fruit of partaking of the Eucharist. "The care of
Christians for those in need and their commitment to
a more supportive society are continually nourished
by active and conscious partaking of the Eucharist."
This is what Benedict XV1 said in today's Angelus. The
Catholic Church offers swift, efficient and committed
service at the frontline of refugee situations across the
world, including Ttaly, Asia, Africa. This Eucharistic
Year, Benedict XV said all this commitment does not
consist of mere generosity; rather, it is the fruit of faith
which is nourished during liturgical celebrations. At
the same time, the Eucharist prompts the Christian
community towards an ongoing "capacity to go
against widespread poverties in our world".

In work on immigration, Protestants,
Catholics find unity in Mary

Religious leaders involved in ecumenical efforts to
find just solutions to the nation's current immigration

Catholic News

crisis have encountered unexpected common ground:
the Virgin Mary.

"Migrants turn to Mary naturally because they
understand her to be someone who was on the outs
of society and had become a migrant hersel" said Rick
Ufford-Chase, a Presbyterian who works in Tucson
with Protestants, Catholics and Jews to provide a faith-
based response on immigration issues. "You come
down here to the border and you begin to work across
Protestant and Catholic divisions and you discover
we have a heck of a lot more in common" than one
would expect, he added. Through Mary, all Christians
can better understand the immigrant's situation,
Ufford-Chase told The Catholic Sun, newspaper of
the Phoenix Diocese. "We find in her the figure of an
unwed pregnant teenager who was forced to move
because of government regulations,” he added.

Vatican hails G-8 decision to cancel

debt, urges more development aid

The Vatican hailed an agreement by the world's richest
nations to cancel $40 billion of debt owed by some
of the world's poorest countries, but said the move
should be followed by an increase in development
aid. A statement June 14 by the Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace said the debt cancellation should
be “the first of many steps” taken to brighten the
future of the world's poor. The Vatican statement
commended the richer countries for "finally” moving
to erase some of the debt burden, and recalled that
the Catholic Church has been pushing for debt relief
for many years.

500,000 march

marriage

Hundreds of thousands of people led by 20 Catholic
bishops and conservative opposition leaders clogged
downtown Madrid yesterday to demonstrate
against the Socialist government's Bill to legalise
gay marriage and let gay couples adopt children.
According to the Herald Sun, about 500,000 people
chanted in favour of the family and children's rights
in a march called by a lay Catholic group the Spanish
Forum for the Family. Deputy Prime Minister Maria
Teresa Fernandez de la Vega accused protesters of
discrimination and of wanting to deny to others
they rights they enjoyed. The new law "does not
oblige anyone to do anything they don't want to do”,
Ms Fernandez de la Vega she said.

against same-sex
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Catholic View

o seek danger or in simple terms look for

trouble becomes part of human beings

as soon as they are born. The reason for
this is that we are searching for a ride that will
thrill us in some way or another. For example,
why do we watch horror movies? This question
is very easy to answer by horror movie lovers.
There are a number of reasons why we watch
horror movies, however one of the main reasons
is because we want to challenge ourselves, we
want to test our fear towards something scary.
Those of you who have been on the pin drop ride
will know what I am talking about when I say it’s
a thrill ride because you are dropped from 100
meters down to the ground at an unbelievable
speed, but a great part of you knows that you are
safe, because if that part of you did not feel that
way then you would never go on it.
The reason why I started my topic giving you
examples is because it becomes easier to grasp
what am talking about when I say that young
people always look for a ride or an experience
that will thrill them in some way or another.
I know this because that's what I see in my
experience with younger people, even though
am not much older myself. However, as you
grow older you tend to be safer, less risk taking
because you become wiser. If you would ask a
young person is it worth the risk? They would
simply say life is too short, so you have to live it.
However how short is short? What I am trying
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eeking a ride

4 ‘hc

to say here is that they don’t know what they are
doing most of the times, however that’s normal,
its like when a teenager thinks that they are in
love, but older person would always say to them
do you even know what love is?
Because you are wiser than a person who is
younger than you, you need to guide them
through everything, because they can be very
naive at times, they become blinded by some
experiences. If you let your teenager go on
as many rides as they can in life, that could
endanger their life in a big way, because if today
they want to know what it feels like to have a
glass of beer with their father or uncle, then
tomorrow they would want to know what it feels
like to steal their neighbor’s bike. It's the small
things that add up to the big picture, not all
experiences are vital for our lives. Give teenagers
the opportunity to experience what can make a
superior difference to their lives, an experience
which will make them grow, give them a hand
when they reach for it and an ear when they
want to express themselves, do not deny them
because they can accomplish grand goals, give
them respect just as much as you should be
respected because they are just as human as you.
After all our life is a giant ride full of faith, belief,
laughter, tears and most greatest love. With love
in your heart and the lord by your side you can
accomplish anything in life.

Jwan kada



VCE Graduates with Hi

h Enter Scores

Q1) What was your secret of success during your VCE studies?

Interviews by Loris Mikhail

Q2) Didyou find yourself having to give up anything, and how did you go on about utilizing your time?
Q3) Ifyou could go back in time to your last VCE year, what would you approach differently or change?

Basma Astepho
v" 18 years old
v" Graduated from Mercy College in 2004 with
an enter score of 96%
v" Currently studying Pharmacy Commerce at
Monash University

Al) The secret was just about keeping my self
motivated at all times and balancing my life,
more work, less socialising. Also the desire to
make my father proud because he is such a big
nspiration to me.

A2) T had to give up on T.V all together, but un-
fortunately took up coffees. I still managed to
give my self breaks and tried to take it easy every
now and then. The trick is to try your hardest so
you don't regret anything at the end of the year,
but at the same time don’t copy or try to do what
others are doing and very important ,as nerdy as
it sounds... “SEEK TEACHER'S HELP”

A3) I don't want to go back, but I don’t regret
anything at all. [ love it. It was one of the best
years of my school life because I formed special
bonds with friends and teachers and discovered
how rewarding it is to come this far and achieve
my dream and make my parents proud.

Jessica Georges
v 19 years old
v" Graduated from Mercy College in 2003 with
an enter score of 92%
v Currently studying the Bachelor of Legal
Studies at La Trobe University

A1) I motivated my self from the beginning of

the year by setting in front of me a new year’s

resolution of the three following things:

» Listen 100% in class

» Ask questions 100% again and see teacher’s af-
ter class

» Todoatleast 3-4 hoursofhomeworkeverynight

A2) 1 gave up family going outs, less socialising
and leaving family commitments early. I man-
aged my time by thinking ahead before and exam
or an essay how many chapters and how much
time [ needed to dedicated and equally divide by
days and hours for the on coming outcome.

A3) No, I have no regrets study wise as [ tried
my hardest. Looking back it has made me re-
alise that this is where I've always wanted to
be and was my aim from the start; after all it’s
only really nine months of hard work which will
open up so many opportunities in the future.
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Youth Group

Maryam Bidawid, 12
1.Education  ensures
you a better future and
1 youlearnalot, whereas
i when you work, you
don’t learn much.

2. Yes, because we
learn more about God,
and it helps us to socialize and get in touch
with our friends.

Anmar Bidawid, 14

| 1. Education is more
important because in
the future you won’t

job unless you've been
educated in the past.
2. Yes, youth group
strengthens my faith by introducing topics
that are relevant to

current and special events and shows us
Gods point of view about them.

Alan Badro, 14

1.1 think work is more
important  because
with education, you
need to be really, really
smart, but when you
work you get paid and
just do what you can.
2. Yes, because every week we learn and
focus on something new. I enjoyed the
Easter story.

Albert Toma, 16

1. Education, because
I would like to make a
change in the world. Id
like to be known as a
good man insociety and
lead the work of God to

others in my life.

2. Yes, attending youth group strengthens
my faith because it further explains what
we read in the Bible and gives me a clearer
view on it.

Remsin Mikhail, 16

1. Its as simple as:
Education is power!
Education is of more
importance, it allows
you to go high, succeed
permanently and have
a secure future.

2. Sure it does, I learn so much about my
religion and culture and have come to
understand how important each and every
session is.

James Khoshaba, 16
1. T like work better
than educationbecause
I'm more interested in
physical work.

2. Yes, I learn about
my religion and where
I come from.

“I would like to make a change in the world.
I'd like to be known as a good man in society
and lead the work of God to others in my life.”
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Maurice Younan, 16
1.Education, because
people should learn
about the world
around them and
the wonders it has to
offer. After gaining
education, you can
have any job you want and live life to the
fullest.

2. Yes, because you are surrounded by
teenagers with the same faith and are taught
by priest’s and church leaders.

P Samar Shamoon, 12

;- 1.Education, because
you have a better
future. Education
teaches you how to
! communicate  and
B | socialize.
2. Yes,

because

everyone comes to learn more about Jesus
Christ. It's all about learning and helping
each other out.

Loris Mikhail, 19

1.-They are Dboth
important; however
education leads to

both, secure work and
life skills and comes
way before work. We
designate our lives to
education from our childhood all the way
through to making our dreams come true.
2. Yes, I find myself gaining so much that
I don't know, and what encourages me
most is the faith these young students
have- it makes me strive to deepen and
strengthen my faith.

Youth Group

Salwa Mikho, 18
1.Both are important

but for now,
educations  because
without education

you cant get to the job
youd want and enjoy
doing.

2. Yes, it definitely strengthens my faith, I'm
learning about myself, my church and our
youth. We learn a great amount through it.

L ] Jaklin Hermiz, 18
1. Education, because
through it, you can get
into the careers you
have always want.
EE 2. Yes, because you
| are informed about
the current issues
and how they relate to the Bible. It helps us
understand our parents’ guidelines.

Sandra Mikho, 15
1. At this age, I believe
| that education s
| much more important
than working because
without  educating
B yourself, you won't
%= have the job you need
in the future. Working is important only if
you're enjoying it and not just working for
the money:.
2. Yes, attending youth group strengthens
our faithand brings us closer to God through
discussions involving our community and
faith.



Youth Group

th
T2,

To widen and enhance our knowledge, it is very important
for each and every one of us to attend education within
two fields; church and school.

Unfortunately, this topic is becoming increasingly less
popular with our youth as they choose to leave school
and avoid church, and to begin working at an early age
in order to have “fun”

As a community, we should ask ourselves; should we
build our families and our community based on wisdom,
knowledge and faith? Or will we sacrifice it all for an easy
path out?

This survey was undertaken to excavate the thoughts of
our youth on this particular subject?

Q1. What is of more importance Q2. Does attending youth group
to you; work or education? sessions strengthen your faith?

Rane Hana - Youth Group Leader
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Our youth sessions were back on track
after Easter and remained running during
school holidays with new topics and new
guests every session. The Youth Group has
been through some minor changes in the
last few months, however, it has remained
as healthy as it previously was.

Firstly, the highest class in “Mar Aphram
Saturday School”, taught by Mr. Yohanna
Bidawid, has been shifted into our youth
group for a short period of time. They have
been welcomed and seem happy with us.
Secondly, students have begun introducing
topics during our sessions, as a new system
is put in place where any student can
prepare a relevant topic and enlighten the
youth group.

Thirdly, a three month schedule has been
implemented for the months of June, July
and August. It follows a program based on
Bible study, discussion topics and retreats.

Some of the activities undertaken during

this time were:

® Topic by Rane Hana: “The Tsunami”

® Youth Group excursion to the city.

® TopicbySaleem Goga: “Fasting, the Lent”

® Topic by Jwan Kada: “Reflections of your
image”

Youth Update

® Topic by Mariana Maroky: “Euthanasia”

® Topic by Ivan Khoshaba : “Easter”

® Topic by Father Maher, Yohanna
Bidawid, Loris Mikhael, Saleem Goga:
“The Pope”

® Topic by Bassem Sako: “Art”

® Topic by Madelyn Mackrig (Church
artist): “The Art of Painting”

® Topic by Rane Hana: “One in Christ”

® Topic by Saleem Goga: “The Beatitudes”

On the way:

The Youth Group is excited about the
completion of the new church and is anxious
about the arrival of our Patriarch for the
opening. However sessions will remain in
the current building.

Finally:
We will gladly welcome any new members
into our youth group. Please feel free to
join us at any time and let us enjoy your
company. Youth group sessions are held at
6.00pm on Monday nights.
“Youth of Resurrection” — “The future is
amongst us”

Rane Hana - Youth Group Leader
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