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NOHRA'’S Interviews

Q1. In which parish activity Irene Putres
volunteered? When did you start getting
involved? And how was that?

Getting involved with the brotherhood, started
on the 28 June 2004. I didn’t have a clue of
what to do or how to start, but thanks to Rob-
ert, who assists me in the preparation of the
brotherhood programs. He gave me ideas on
how to start writing the actual program, how to
select the programs and how to put everything
together at the end of every three months.

One of main reasons behind joining the broth-
erhood committee was that we've always had
two guys; the male factor was always dominat-
ing the organizational aspect of the brother-
hood. T thought to myself if I start putting a
feminine side into this organization maybe in
the future or even next year some girls will be
encouraged to allocate themselves and work
for the brotherhood.

Q2. What are your responsibilities in the
brotherhood?

My responsibility is to put together a three-
month program. The program contains differ-
ent types of lectures, some could be religious,
some could be social....etc. Sometimes we in-
clude fun activities such as; a day out, picnics
and retreats. The first step is usually com-
mences with gathering information from the
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guys and girls in the brotherhood. They pro-
vide me with ideas; I then try to sort out all
these ideas in such a way so they could
workout with our program.

Q3. Can you tell us of the kind of difficul-
ties that you face when you prepare the
brotherhood program?

As I said at the start, it wasn’t an easy job to
do; we had to make everybody happy. I didn’t
have much of a clue of what was going on at
the start but now especially that I've been in it
for about 6 months with the help of my col-
league as well, I find it really easy. It wasn’t
easy at the start, it became easier because I
knew what kind of things people need, what
kind of activities and what kind of programs
they wanted. You had to mix with them, talk
to them so you can make them happy as well.
Q4. Needs are a very important thing to any per-
son, how can you make the balance between your
needs and the brotherhood responsibilities?

I work daytime, I don’t have anything to do at
night, so mostly I do everything, all the prepa-
ration, if I need to prepare something for Sat-
urday or if we got a retreat to go to for exam-
ple the camp, it took a lot of time, I had to do a
lot of activities for it but mainly at night but
there is time for both.

Q5. Are there any shared activities between
brotherhood and other parish activities like
choir for example in the future?

In the future yes, we've already had involve-
ment in the past with other groups such as; the
youth group, the older people group, and the
pastoral council. In the future we're planning
to have a lot of involvement with the youth
group as we're encouraging them to come to
the brotherhood so they could see what's hap-
pening so when they grow older, it will be eas-
ier for them to come in. At the moment, we've
got a lot of involvement with the pastoral
council and festivals.

Q6. If I give you these terms: Program
Plane — New Idea — Quality of Lectures and
Activities — People Satisfaction. What is
the order of importance when preparing a
brotherhood program?

Well whenever you start putting together a
program you have to mainly focus on what
kind of lectures there are, what is going to be
presented in each lecture, the length of it, by
taking all this into account, of course you can
make people happy.



Personal View

The chalienge

Making the right choices

Where will | go to college?
Whom should | hang out with?
Whom will | Marry?

Choices, our lives are filled with them.
Each day we make dozens of choices.
Some are big such as: choosing what to
study and at which college, choosing the
friends whom I should hang out with,
choosing the right person to marry... etc.
But let’s face it; most of our choices aren’t
going to rock the world no matter which
way we decide. Our life is about choices
we make on a daily basis, whether we
know 1t or not, each of them will affect
the outcome of our lives and our destiny.
Peter tells us that “Christ suftered for
you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps” (Peter 2:21).
The concept here is that we don’t have
to draw straws or flip a coln every time
we choose. For many of the “toughies”
that we face, we can simply look back
and ask, “What did Jesus do in this situ-
ation?”. Peter says that Jesus is “our
example”. Thus, if we can figure out
how Jesus acted or reacted in a similar
situation, we can do what he did and rest
assured we’'ve done the right thing.

Now, I'm sure someone is thinking,
“Hey, Jesus lived nearly 2000 years ago,

how his experiences could be relative to
mine?” Well, you might be surprised. It
is true that Jesus has never been cut off'in
five o’clock traffic, and no one ever stuck
crack cocaine in his face, but he did live in
a world filled with racism, murder, pros-
titution, and government corruption. He
held a real job, went to parties, he even
had a close “so-called friend” who stabbed
him in the back. He experienced loneli-
ness, joy, anxiety and anger. Sometimes
he laughed and at other times he cried.
The only big difference between Jesus
and us is: He never sinned. The bible
says that “Jesus has been tempted in eve-
ry way, just as we are, yet was without
sin” (Hebrews 4:15).
Think about what Jesus did, and every
time you have to make a meaningful
choice, ask yourself this simple question,
“what would Jesus do?”. The point is,
there are billions of references we can
look at, but the most beautiful and valu-
able book in the world i1s “The Bible”, we
could never go wrong by reading it
once, twice, and over and over again.
Loris Mikhail
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Catholic

CWS

Parents Warned About TV Viewing
In a pastoral letter for Easter, the arch-
bishop of Florence, Cardinal Ennio An-
tonelli offers hints on to how to live
with that "fixed guest that is the televi-
sion," which "occupies more than one
room and is active for too many hours a
day." Excessive use of television not on-
ly can create "psychic dependence," but
robs one of "precious time" for
"Important activities, meetings and con-
versations with people, for being togeth-
er, playing together, going out togeth-
er," he noted.

Jewish Group to Thank Pope at Vati-
can

A group of 160 Jewish leaders, rabbis
and cantors will attend an audience
Tuesday to thank John Paul II for his
work to reconcile the two faiths. The
meeting was requested to celebrate this
year's 40th anniversary of the Second
Vatican Council declaration "Nostra Ae-
tate," which signaled a key shift in the
relationship between Catholics and Jews.
According to a statement of the Pave the
Way Foundation, which requested the
meeting, Gary Krupp, its president and
founder, said: "Our mission at Pave the
Way is to bring together men of good
will, no matter what their religious
background, and to ruthlessly tear down
any wall that stops this from happen-
ing." "His Holiness, has been doing just
that for decades," added Krupp. "It is
only fitting that we humbly thank him
for all he has done for the Jewish people
of Earth and, in turn, making inroads
toward true peace on Earth."
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CEO sounds alarm on push to tie
funding to sex classes
Sydney's Catholic Education Office has
said that Federal Government funding
to schools should not be contingent on
schools proving they have comprehen-
sive sex education programs. "Teaching
about human sexuality is very much tied
up with faith and our belief systems," the
archdiocese's director of religious educa-
tion and curriculum, Seamus O'Grady,
said. "Such teaching needs to be in-
tormed by the traditions of the Gospel
and the Catholic Church." Catholic
schools use additional material to ensure
students learn about sexuality in the
context of the church's teachings. Prime
Minister John Howard, and Education
Minister Brendan Nelson, backed Dr
Washer's comments, but said the views
of parents and religious sensitivities
should also be taken into account.

Bishops welcome PM's commitment
on abortion debate

The Australian Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence yesterday issued a statement wel-
coming the Prime Minister's willingness
to allow a debate on abortion.
Although he said the Government
would not sponsor any legislation aimed
at restricting Medicare funding of abor-
tion, Mr Howard has given the go-ahead
for a parliamentary debate on abortion,
provided a private member's bill
emerged and there was a groundswell of
support for such a discussion. Archbish-
op Francis Carroll, President of the Aus-
tralia Catholic Bishops Conference, said
that abortion is a matter of concern in
the community with strong views held
by many people. The Catholic Church
remains committed to offering services
to assist women faced with difficulties in
pregnancy.

By: Imad Hirmiz



he never said that you will go through life
without disasters or suffering. Others put
the blame on the victims of the tragedy as
Shlomo Amar, Israel's Sephardi chief rabbi
said describing the situation, "This is an
expression of God's great ire with the
world. The world is being punished for
wrongdoing -- be it people's needless hatred
of each other, lack of charity, moral turpi-
tude". They see it as a punishment to a sin-
tul world. If it was a

punishment for sin

why didn't God
then punish other
people in  other

parts of the world
who are also sin-
ners? Or why did he
punish children who
haven’t reached the
age of maturity to
distinguish between
the right and the
wrong deeds. In the
Gospel of Luke
chapter 13, we have
a situation similar
to the tsunami dis-
aster but at a small-
er scale. The story
of the sudden death
of 18 people on
whom the Siloam
tower fell. Jesus asked the crowd: “where
those upon whom the tower fell sinners
above all men?”, His answer was “No” and
added: “I tell you except you repent you
shall all likewise perish”. Hence, it is im-
portant for us to always remember that ac-
cidents are not punishments for sins for
both the righteous and the bad, the believer
and non-believer suffer together.

One of the greatest and healthy outcomes
of a tragedy like tsunami is that, it has
reminded all of us of the fragility of hu-
man life. It has forced us to raise some
serious and big questions about ourselves,
the purpose of our existence on earth, our

Did God cause
the tragedy to
happen? Even
allow it to
happen? Or ..
was God not a
factor at all?

relationships, and the way we have been
living our lives. It has forced us to think
deeper and question our human spirit
about what we actually believe and set
aside what we don’t believe. It has forced
us to ask again and again: “where was our
humanity”. The humanity that has to wait
for a natural disaster to take place and
then take actions to form the spirit of soli-
darity on a local and global level. The
humanity that has
to wait for a natu-
ral disaster to take
place and  then
make a call for an
international coali-
tion to promptly
and effectively help
people and areas
greatly affected by
the tsunami, or to

take all sorts of
Initiatives in differ-
levels and

to address
the burden of re-
construction  and
rehabilitation. The
humanity that has
to wait for a natu-
ral disaster and
then put aside our
social, religious and
political differences and suddenly discover
the sense of brotherhood as it happened in
those aftected regions.

‘What happened has happened, still life
has to move on. But we have to make sure
that our reaction to all this does not re-
main in the emotional and sentimental
level. In fact we have to go beyond that.
It is time for our humanity to be proactive
rather than reactive. The tsunami of
death and destruction should give rise to
the corresponding tsunami of life and
edification. Only this can save us from
further destruction.

By: Nihal Hana
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On the first of November 1755, on All
Saints Day, a catholic holiday, a big
earthquake, then a tsunami, then a huge
fire shook and engulfed the city of Lisbon
the devoutly Catholic capital of the de-
voutly Catholic Portuguese empire.
About 100000 people lost their lives dur-
ing that event. The religious and devout-
ly, clinging to their merciful and just
God, asked with fear and wonder: Was
He angry? Was this His will? Was this
His reaction to an ill, sinful world?

More than 250 years have passed, here we
are again with another disaster, another
Tsunami in South Asia so far claiming
more than 280,000 lives, large percentage
of them are children, with families badly
broken and in grief, houses and buildings
wiped out, roads washed away, businesses
and economies convulsing, epidemics
looming. People all over the world, par-
ticularly in places of worship, are still pre-
occupied with similar questions: Did God
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cause the tragedy to happen? Even allow
it to happen? Or was God not a factor at
all? How a good God can allow that kind
of indiscriminate suffering, "Was God in
the Tsunami?", ‘why did you do this,
God?™"

It is a bit hard during sad and tragic
events especially when it is in the form of
a natural disaster similar to the one we have
at hand to find an easy, simple unanimous,
undivided, undisputed answer to those
questions. It is hard to satisfy the unrelent-
ing quest of our confused and wondering
souls. Some people might find it easy when-
ever a natural disaster hits somewhere to
blame God? Forgetting that when we try to
shift the blame and question “Where was
God during the Tsunami?” we are merely
attempting to avoid the more pressing
question of “Where was humanity? Why
have we been so unwilling to take serious
responsibility for the well-being of others
on the planet? God shouldn’t be blamed for



Youth Update

Thank you parents

We would like to thank all the people who helped our youth group
during the last 12 months. We appreciate the help of; Fr. Maher,
brother Saleem, the leaders and the youth, the parents who attend-
ed our sessions, the people who helped with the BBQ’s, and finally
our guest speakers. You have been great support for our youth

throughout the year.
Recently: . Discussion topic on “Loyalty™
The last few weeks have been ex- Rane Hana.
citing and hectic for our youth group. . Film and Sweets night: “Shark
The community’s youth had to deal with Tale”.

many issues including; end-of-year
school exams, Christmas, the holiday
season and finally what they have kept
doing so well throughout 2004, attend-
ing church functions and sessions. It has
been a long and progressive year for the
whole community and we hope to im-
prove in the future. We would also like
to congratulate all those who completed
their V.CE and wish them the best in
the future. Although we’ve had so much
to deal with, our usual youth group rou-
tine has been stable and consistent. Here
are some of the activities undertaken
over the past weeks with the help of IFa-
ther Maher, our brother Saleem, and the
leaders:

. Discussion topic on
“Understanding between parents
and children”: Jwan Kada.

o Discussion topic on “Trust”: Loris
Mikhael.

o Guest speaker from Babylon Col-
lege in Iraq: Mr. Adeeb Goga.

. End-of-year/Christmas prayers
night: Youth prayers and Bible
readings.

. Topic by guest on “The birth of
Christ”: Maya Botrus

On the way:

A year older, a year wiser. The
“Youth of Resurrection” is looking great
with constant fresh recruits. The group
now covers a wider range of ages, from
13 year-olds to 20 year-olds and keeps
strengthening with an average of 35-40
participants a week.

In the near future, we hope to
continue on developing our youth ses-
sions and activities with the help of Fr.
Maher, brother Saleem, the youth lead-
ers and most important, the youth them-
selves. The New Year will bring new
topics and activities, and hopefully more
fun and learning for all of us.

Rane Hana - Youth Group Leader
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A1. I think Youth Group has been great
over the last 12 months. It has been a
great experience and has contributed to
so much in my life. I enjoyed everything
about Youth Group and all the different
aspects that teach us about our religion
and strengthen our faith. I am privileged
to be part of Youth Group.
A2. We can improve our Youth Group
by just simply having more people at-
tending the sessions and through the
participation of more Youth Group
members in all the activities.

(Merna Maroky, 15 years old)

LN Gd

Al. I enjoyed the Youth group, but my
favorite thing was the movie-pizza night
and the prayers night.
A2. We should have parties, plays and we
should take a trip to Sydney!

(Hanna Hanna, 14 years old)
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A1l. I haven’t been here for 12 months,
but I've seen good changes since I ar-
rived. It has been good, although I think
it needs more female members and topics
related to our present situation.

A2. We can improve Youth Group ses-
sions by using different techniques such as
PowerPoint presentations and handouts.

IR Ioy L

I think that Youth Group was really good
over the last 12 months because I learned

new topics from the Bible and how other
people think. I enjoyed it a lot and had a
good year because I was involved with
the church and its activities. The topics I
enjoyed most were the discussion topics.
We need to get people involved in read-
ing the Gospels. For the sessions,
handouts for students and PowerPoint
presentations would be good.

(Olivia Hanna, 17 years old)



Al. Youth group was very good and en-
joyable in the last 12 months. I enjoyed
the activities we had together and I think
that it has improved since interesting ses-
sions and Bible discussions were intro-
duced.
A2. To improve our Youth Group, we
need more activities so that we spend
more time together. To improve the ses-
sions, we need the leaders to introduce
topics that the Youth relates to.

(Helda Yako, 17 years old)

A1. I think our youth group was very en-
joyable in the last 12 months. There were
a lot of activities that our Youth Group
enjoyed and I enjoyed everything.

A2. We could improve our Youth Group
by having more picnics and doing more
fun activities.

(Jan, 16 years old)

Al. As a newcomer, I have to say that
Youth Group is a very educational and
friendly environment. The topics raised
during Youth Group are interesting and
it is this reason and the people that come
to the sessions every Monday that make
me want to come back.
A2. For the time I've spent here and what
I've seen so far, I believe that Youth
Group does not need improving.

(Jessica Batras, 18 years old)

A1. I think that the Youth Group improved
in many ways. We now have more mem-
bers suggesting that our youth are enjoying
the youth sessions. Youth group was a
wonderful experience in the last 12 months.
A2. We can improve Youth Group by
having more activities and going out on
excursions and picnics more often.

(Jwan Kada - Leader, 20 years old)
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Youth Group

outh
Sum/eg

Q1. How do you
think our youth
group was over the
last 12 months? Did
you enjoy it? What
did you enjoy most?
Is it improving?

Q2. How can we im-
prove our youth
group and our youth
sessions?

Surveyed by: Rane Hana
Youth Group Leader
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A1. The Youth Group was the best! I've
been here every Monday at 6.00 and en-
joyed every week and new topics intro-
duced by different leaders. It’s great, eve-
rybody’s like a brother and sister and its
improving because people are benefiting.
Our confidence and friendships have
grown since I started at Youth group.
A2. T think we need more hands-on les-
sons during Youth Group. More movies
and prayer nights would be nice. Also, we
need sessions that would get everyone to
know each other better as friends. How-
ever, I think that even without these sug-
gestions, Youth Group is still great!
Fadia Hormis, 14 years old
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