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the whole idea is to get the groups to-
gether and let them know more about the
message God is sending us.

A3. before I came to youth group I still
had faith but when I came here I learnt
more_things about God, and that made
my faith grow stronger. I also learnt

what other (}360 le like, like how
they are, and what are their opin-
ions about God. I'm really happy
that I'm here.

Helda yako

the bible or you can come church every
Sundays and pray. You could also do it

your self it doesn’t have to be a physi-
cal thing to do, for example: you could do
events such as the Mar Aphram festival
and do other activities to raise money for
the church.

A3. when [ started coming to choir, they

taught me that you have to think about
what you are sdaying and in the hymns
we say, they explain them to us, and
that gives you an idea on what you're
talking about and I've got a fair idea
better than before, on how to spread
the word.

Mariana Maroky

others and show that you've done your
message.

8. After I came to choir 8 years ago, it
has changed me and it’s given me a dif-
ferent meaning, and the message of
church, God, and what's in our faith and
community. If you sing a song you have
to feel it, you have to know it’s reaching
for something, you know that you are

youth group, now I know how to inter-

speaking to God. Also when I came to

act with people, and be like stronger in
a community like help people under-
stand their “faith and being close to
God. I can emotionally feel God like in
how I say stuff to him and [ know that
I'm receiving he’s message.

Fadia Hurmes
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A1. I feel I have to
do that message and
do it as [ think it
should be done. I
think it should be
done on depending
what the message is
about. The message

I would tell youth girouit) is that to keep
them informed on what the other groups
do and so they could relate in some ways.

A2. I think we should organize meetings
between other groups and get them to-
gether, and let them know about the
message so it can get across to them. So

A1l. I believe that
the messaﬁe that
God sent the voca-
tion on for youth
roup is to follow
is foot steps and do
what you believe is

right. " Personally if
God gave me a mes-

sage, I'd take that into perspective and
like what would people do and what God
would want you to do.

A2. | believe to spread the message
around, you can do it anyways you could
do it yourself or you can’get other people
to help you. For example: you can go out
on the streets spreading the news about

A1. I think that if |
had a message
- | would need to look
| at it and see if
- there's any alterna-
| tives, and” with m
faith what part is it
~ and what it can do,
and how it affects

me and other people to do this message.

A2. How I deliver the messages from
God in the community and personally,
you can do it physically like smgmg
writing or reading about it. You could
also do it emotionally when you're alone,
you can pragl and do something that can
affect you. As a community you can help

11 Nohra 2004 November - December
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The winner of Nohra's last issue quiz was Remsin Mikhail.
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or Mme”

our example provid-
ing models of adult
Christian  behavior.
It is based upon the
understanding that
there is a universal
call to holiness by
virtue of our Bap-
tism and Confirma-
tion. However, some
individuals are addi-
tionally called to
very specific and
unique  expressions
of consecrated and
ordained life in the
field of Priesthood,
Deaconate and Epis-
copacy, to be leaders
in the Church in a
particular way. Both
Calls can be lived
out in a variety of
ways - as a married
or single person, as a
priest, as a parent, as
a brother or sister,
as a Sunday school
XAteacher, as a
singer in the choir.
Some will work pri-
marily in a physical
way, others will
work intellectually.

In the eyes of
God none is
better than the
other. All are
called to be
saints (to be
Christians), but
each person is
called to do so
in his or her
own unique way.

Some will be artists, scientists, business
people, engineers, doctors, civil servants,
social workers and lawyers concerned
about justice.
The whole Church therefore is in a state
of vocation and of mission and therefore
each member of the Church, each for his
or her own part has their own vocation
and mission.
All of us have a role to play in helping to
build up the Church here on this earth.
We are called to assist others to dis-
cover their vocation as we have been
assisted on our faith journeys. We are
called to help make others aware of their
personal richness, talents and human
value, opening their eyes to the variety
of lifestyles and then ministries within
the Church.

Nihal Hana
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Catholic View

VOCATI

“GCGod’'s dream f

very time we hear the word
"Vocation", the first thing
that comes to the minds of
most of us is the life of
bishops, priests, religious
brothers or sisters and hardly ever do
we think of ourselves and the Christian
vocation which we ourselves have been
given by God to live out in our daily
lives. We forget that every one of us is
called by our baptism and confirmation
to play a unique part in the work of
Christ and his Church.
The word vocation can be traced back to
the Latin word vocatio, which means “to
summon” or “to call”. Therefore, a voca-
tion is defined as a calling, made by God
and understood through our relationship
with God and our communities. . It is
God's invitation to become fully alive,
filled with God's grace. Vocation, says
one theologian, is that place where
the world’s deep need and my deep joy
find one another. Another description
of vocation is "God's dream for me". In
fact every vocation is born from the
meeting of two freedoms: the divine and
the human: Every vocation is a personal
and unique event, but also a community
and ecclesial event. No one is called to
walk alone. It is God’s unique invita-
tion, addressed to individual persons in
which a free response is expected. This
response is not a single act, but a life-
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long process, a jour-
ney of faith.

Our  vocation s
rooted in Baptism,
the sacrament of ini-
tiation into God's
life. Through Bap-
tism, everybody is
anointed with the oil
of chrism, so we all
have a share in the
Priesthood of Jesus
Christ and through
it we initiate our
response to God’s
call to us as Chris-
tians. Through the
sacrament of Bap-
tism, each person
receives ‘a call’ or
vocation. Each peron
afterwards is called
to be a disciple, and
this call is accompa-
nied by a responsi-
bility to share in the
church’s mission.

In general, our over-
all vocation is to be
holly and to serve.
This is usually ac-
complished by fos-
tering a sense of ser-
vice to others and by




Personal View

Smile on my face

ur community grows more

every year and I feel proud

and honored to be part of the

Chaldean Assyrian church

(Our Lady Guardian Of
Plants). We have so many young and old
people who are so glad to help and be part
of most activities that are held by the
church. It is true that we as the Chaldean
community are not very well known,
however in
time we will be
known just as
much as every
other big com-
munity. I be-
lieve that in
time we as a
team will show
the communi-
ties around us
who we are;
what we can
do as individuals with bright ideas. Now
the church is running activities such as
camping and festivals as well as small
picnics, these activities helps the commu-
nity to get together and to get to know
each other. To be honest as a part of this
community I am impressed and forever
grateful to be part of it.

Another issue that puts a smile on my
face even more is when there is an activity
held by the church committee a lot of
young and old people are more than
happy to help. These people are not only
helping the church and being a good ex-
ample but also they are being true Chris-
tians who impress the community sur-
rounding them. Just the amount of people
that actually come to church is impressive
and it is more amazing is the number of

Make a conscious decision
to see the beauty in
everyone you meel, even if
they are making life
difficull for you.

youth that come to church. However it is
never enough we need more people to
come to church more people to participate
in church activities. In addition this is an
advantage because if you become part of
the church activities will not only give
you knowledge of what is happening
around you but also you will get to know
our three wonderful priests. Each priest
has a gift and they are more than happy

to share it with

the commu-
nity.  They
have  worked

very hard the
past few years
and  nothing
will  put a
wider smile on
their faces than
more people to
become part of
the community
and that does not only mean people com-
ing to the Sunday mass.

Therefore let us all start from to-
day to become part of this small commu-
nity and do something that will put that
extra spice in our lives. Let us all work
with each other as a team and show eve-
ryone how talented we are. I am im-
pressed and glad to be part of this com-
munity it is the reason I am writing about
it but [ would like to see more people who
are impressed with this wonderful com-
munity who find it hard to say no to help
no to being part of the church. I thank
every single person who has worked so
hard on all the activities and now I have a
smile on my face so I hope to see more

smiles on people’s faces.
Jwan Kada
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News

Marriage, a sign of the Father’s love
Vatican City, OCT 6, 2004 (VIS)

In today's general audience, which took
place in St. Peter's Square, the Pope
spoke about the second part of Psalm 44,
"The Kingdom and the bride." Address-
ing a crowd of 138,000, the Holy Father
said that "we can dedicate this nuptial song
to all couples who live their marriage with
intensity and interior zeal,... which is a sign
of a great mystery, ... the love of the Father
Jor humanity and of Christ for His Church."

Year of the Eucharist begins with
Pope's Apostolic Letter (CWN 8/10/04)
Pope John Paul II's Apostolic Letter
Mane Nobiscum Domine ("Stay with us,
Lord") was launched on Friday by Car-
dinal Francis Arinze, who announced
that its underlying theme is story of the
two disciples on the road to Emmaus."
The Holy Father indicates that he had
planned for some time to declare a Year
of the Eucharist which takes place be-
tween now and next October.

Pope says states should not fear reli-
gious symbols (MSNA 8/10/04)
Reacting to disputes in France and Italy
on religious symbols in schools, Pope
John Paul said on Friday that govern-
ments are wrong to fear that public dis-
plays of faith could undermine their au-
thority. The Holy Father denied that the
display of religious symbols could en-
courage acts of intolerance. Without
specifically referring to recent contro-
versies, he said:

"Let's not be afraid to talk of God and wear
the signs of the faith with pride.”
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Pope Proposes to Youth the Example of
St. Benedict Martyr Vatican City, OCT. 15,
2004 (Zenit)

The Pope made this proposal in a mes-
sage to Bishop Gervasio Gestori of the
Diocese of St. Benedict of Tronto-
Ripatransone-Montalto. "Christian  his-
tory, from its origins, is rich in martyr
saints, ... persons oflen simple and humble
who with courage were able to face a bloody
death so as not to fail in their love for
Christ," the Holy Father said in his mes-
sage. "In this lies the value of martyrdom,
which is not contempt for life, but a supreme
and luminous act of love for Jesus, only Sav-
2or of humanity," he stated.

A Milestone Not Seen Since the 7th
Century DOHA, Qatar, OCT. 12, 2004 (Zenit)
The Catholic community welcomed the
concession of land in the emirate of
Qatar, where a church dedicated to Our
Lady of the Rosary will soon be built.
The laying of the first stone took place
last Thursday, on the feast of Our Lady
of the Rosary. In this Arab state, places
for Christian worships have not been
built since the seventh century.

Vatican official tells Catholic journal-
ists to aim high

In reporting the truth, journalists
should hold themselves to the highest
standards of professional excellence and
moral integrity, Pontifical Council for
Social Communications President,
Archbishop John Foley, has told the
World Congress of the International
Catholic Union of the Press in Bangkok.
He said that while journalists' lives
should reflect "the sovereignty of God over
all aspects of human life", Catholic journal-
ists also should reflect the highest
"professional and ethical standards as per-
sons and as journalists." to help others do
the same."

By: Imad Hirmiz



Practicing their Faith:

The children were taught to be commit-
ted to their Church liturgy, Catholic
faith and to stick to the positive in their
traditions. Their caring teachers also
helped them to cooperate with the Aus-
tralian society and at the same time keep
their ritual culture, to adapt richness
from both cultures.

On Sunday 10™ October 2004, the chil-
dren shared and experienced the connec-
tion between culture and nature through
the Hume Multicultural Planting Festi-
val. In the Broadmeadows Valley Park

the children celebrated of the winter
season’s successful planting activates.
Based on been taught in their Commun-
ion year to love God and serve others.
The activities encouraged them to create
a healthy and beautiful environment by
planting local native trees and grasses
together. The children’s planting was
an example of themselves fitting into the
fertile land, the field of Australia, from
which they will foster the Australian
water and breath the air to flourish and
become fruitful. As the fruits of this
country are equally shared.

Report & Interviews by: Loris Mikhail.
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Student interviews:

1. What are the lessons like on Saturdays?

2. What is your favorite part about the First Communion year?

8. What changes do you feel have occurred now comparing to your first lesson of the First
Communion?

4. What are the activities you participate in?

Dalal Mate:

I learned new things that I never knew before
about the church and gained a lot of interest-
ing information. My favorite part of Com-
munion is to have learned the confession proc-
ess and will be to receive the Eucharist for the
Sirst time.  Everything has changed, we have
learned more which has helped in the Sunday
mass because we understand nearly most of
what we hear and what we praise. I partici-
pate in hymns and prayers and I am glad that
all the nutty students from Communion have
learned the good things from our teachers.

James Hana:

The lessons are easy and fun, the most interesting part which I
am looking forward to is serving as the Sub Deacon on the day
of the First Communion Mass. Compared to the beginning of the
year we have learned more and work started becoming harder,
teachers were strict, soon after been introduced to all the members
it became fun. I was involved in the Holy Thursday of Sacra-
ment and a Minster in mass as a sub Deacon.

Ravayna Misho:

Saturday classes are good, interesting with a lot of new hymns
and prayers. My favorite part is being able to participate in the
mass on Sundays. Comparing to the beginning of the year I have
learned so much more and made many close friendships. 1 par-
licipate in the mass, giving peace, and games to love God and
Serve others.

Rony Warda:

The classes are all interesting and full of fun activities; my fa-
vorite part is singing hymns and break time. Compared to the
beginning of the year I learned all the songs and prayers I didn’t
know. I'm involved in hymns, prayers and playing soccer and
tigy during the break time.
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After one year of hard work the big day
has arrived. On Saturday 2" October
2004 as Father Emmnuel Khoshaba and
Father Khalid Marokhy started to cele-
brate the First Communion mass and the
teachers leading the students in from out
side of the Church yard. In Angelic white
clothes, Crosses on a golden ribbon
around their necks, hand in hand as they
gradually entered the church singing
Shabbah LMarya b-qodhshai.  Their
mothers smiling with shed tears. The

children are heading towards the starting
point of sharing the core sacrament of our
church, Jesus Christ’s body. The celebra-
tion continued with great voices, gentle
music played by Emel Hana. As they
prayed their confession, the sacrament of
Penance, side by side kneeling in front of
the alter and Jesus Christ, they received
Jesus, the food for their life. With big
smiles on their faces and shared sweets
they hugged and kissed their families and
friends.

Pope states that these children are the Saints of
this world; they will be the taste for the new
world, our future church. To embrace their

sweetness in their faith in a true Catholic manner.

Jesus says. you
are the salt of
this world.
without i1t the

become taste

i ,q‘vol.]d would
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First Communion 2004 Report

Love God...
Love Others

A message of Hope and Commitment

Honeybee is nature’s greatest gatherer. A
gatherer of honey from many kinds of
gardens, plants and trees. Just like each
one of the 87 First Communion students
who are gathered from many kinds of
families and homes, preparing their own
honey. The sweetness of the sacramental
life, the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.
The class of The First Communion
2004 started their journey in early Janu-
ary, attending the sessions every Satur-
day morning commencing at 11:30 and
ending at 2:30.
The lessons consisted of two different
parts. The first session taught by Mukhlis
Georgis was about catechism, concentrat-
ing on how to love God and love others,
love God and serve others. The children
also learned their first initiation sacra-
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ments. Baptism, Conformation and the
Holy Eucharist. While the second session
lead by Nora Murad was aimed at the
Chaldean Liturgy. A mass prayer booklet
was used in conjunction with the lessons
to familiarize the children with the formal
of the mass, joining in the prayers, sing-
ing and following different parts of the
mass. This helps and prevents gabs be-
tween the elderly of the church congrega-
tion during Sunday mass.

Father Maher Gurges lectured
many topics on the issues the children are
expected to be exposed to in the youth
period of their lives and fully concen-
trated on the liturgical sessions. All ses-
sions were in both Chaldean and English
languages to enable the children to un-
derstand to their best potential.



Youth Update

THE FUTURE IS
AMONGST US

Parents’ program: Parents of our youth group members will
recerve letters inviting them to our sessions where each session
will include the parents of one of our members.

ur church’s youth group is

running steadily and com-

fortably now under the guid-

ance and supervision of Fr.
Mabher, our brother Saleem Goga and
the leaders.

The last few weeks of the “Youth of Res-
urrection” have been educational and
simultaneously fun for our youth. Our
schedule included the following topics:

15 “Gosszp” by: Rane Hana.

2. “Youth and Mobile phones’ by: Jwan
Kada.
3. “Life, ordinary to extraordinary” by:

Loris Mikhael.

4. Pizza and Film night at church
viewing “Shrek”!; many thanks for
“Iliana Restuarent for supporting
youth group.

This was all possible as a result of the
excellent team work by all youth group
members who are now beginning to par-
ticipate in our discussions and activities
and learn from them.

On the way:

A new step has been taken to improve
our youth group sessions and the knowl-
edge of parents of youth group members
about our group. Parents will receive

letters inviting them to our sessions
where each session will include the par-
ents of one of our members. This idea
will help the parents and the youth in
many areas especially in getting to know
one another better.

Additionally, our usual topics will con-
tinue presented by Fr. Maher, Mr.
Saleem Goga and the leaders, with an-
other probable pizza/film night.

By: Rane Hana - Youth Group Leader
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The Church Choir

Special recital of Hymns in the memory of those martyred
and injured in attacks on our churches in Iraq.

Sunday, 5th September 2004 at La Mirage Reception
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