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[t was a great event. [t was a honor
being a part of this excellent event.
Good to see everyone coming together
and helping in running to very special
occasion.

Jaklin Hermiz

s el S (o5 Gl Al o) o o e
S liall e plalall maea o 5580 Ll ) e e
NEE FQESTE N SR BIPLA PR PAN

sie] Al el Laxd L cplalall ¢ Liae U dpailly
Sl il e i A dnla gy ) @ saling agld
e e ) daladl) Sl

Le0ils pa (g 5 Ban g5 o 5l 5,885 ) ) Jae 4
oy Al (5 bl 555 3ag 5 Lind el
Ligla ) 58 138 5 oY1 will oy 85 elulaia (S

o piny S

2 g palaal) (Y Al 5l Gulaall Y 5k
Jeadl Lo )l slimel J iy g de 5l el 3y

, e

G sl ) iy aaa o 4 (550 uladl
3¢ il e ) daad 0 g A Gl genall A8
e )l plal dlleef 3 G il 5 o lal (ulaal
kil L S Gudaal) 138 e ) awttase Ul 5 2

c e () 52 g dagads
s S50

7 - 2004 Nohra September - October

NUICPIRRC RIS A= P

By iy ) zlisg e 5 (A aan bt g
Al e ad) Sl hse HI U8 S e n
Jmianall 8 ) Sous e ) 5. Jah A b)Y Al
Jua¥) s (s o) 4l Lala Ly ddled g3

s B Y by (riasally
Lls e siles A

1a AL i jali a5 5 5 e (ulaall 138 Al
Lo ) O35 ) (At N 5ac @ 5o uladl)
PP TV IS PLPL PV E] P PR OV I
i Y g lalu@i 5 JSUER g ciled 5 Ja
O—e el 7 a5 dea e Bae )l JAla Gl
e S g of qumg ) by Al dea

sl ol 13gd e sl AaiSll & 0 e ulnal)

L anl ol Kesn|

Y o i A€l 50 ulae llia S
(sl Gadae vad) o je udae dllia S
el s aadl oY @iy Y sl oy of cand
KPP PRV R SV R TS g E A
gann iy a5 5 b el B el 5 (ol
o3 rlad b paluy o il i) el

Lalalanl

L

o=l s G a i oSy LA s S
pail Leleay JS& cllalial) oda a2 liyy asi gl

sl gddy g 8
i sl 548391 S



To get more people involved in running
it, have more variety of things
(activities).

Jaklin Hermiz
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By bringing everyone togther, to
celebrate this special day.
Jaklin Hermiz
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so much get attention to youth
group,(helping them to get involved in
the activities. Keep up the wonderful
work.

Jaklin Hermiz
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[t was an honour to be invited to thing
fantastic event. It was great how the
older members of the council paying
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Saint Life

St. Christopher

patron saint of travelers

“Whoever shall behold the image of St.
Christopher shall not faint or fall on that day.”

Christopher is one of the most popular
saints in the East and in the West, The name
"Christopher" means "Christ-bearer" and it
is often illustrated as carrying a child, who,
in turn, is carrying a globe. His name
originally was "Offero" or "Reprobus.".

Before his conversion, it is said that the
pagan, with an extraordinary size and
strength, vowed that he would serve only a
master who was more fearsome than
himself. He worked for a great king until he
learned that his powerful master was afraid
of an even more powerful person, the Devil.
Then, like many another prodigal,
Christopher did the Devil's work for several
years until he heard that there was someone
even more powerful than the Devil and that
i1s Jesus Christ. Christopher then went
looking for this Jesus.

One day he met someone who claimed to
know Him. This Christian teacher told
Christopher that the best way to find Christ
was to use his own human gifts to help
others. And so he accepted the task of
carrying people, for Christ sake, and became
a ferryman helping strangers to cross a
dangerous river. One day as he was carrying
a child on his own shoulders across the river,
he realized that the child continually grew
heavier and heavier and it seemed to him as
if he had the whole world on his shoulders.
When they arrived safely on the far side of

the river, Jesus revealed Himself to
Christopher as the Creator and Redeemer of
the world and that he was carrying the One
who bears the weight of all the world's sins.
To prove his statement the child ordered
Christopher to fix his staff in the ground.

The next morning it had grown into a palm-
tree bearing fruit. The miracle converted
many to Christianity. It is believed that St.
Christopher died a martyr in Lyciain 251 A.D.
during the reign of Decius, a Roman Emperor
who conducted the first systematic
persecution of Christians.

[t was a common medieval custom to place a
large mural of the saint opposite the south
door of the church, in belief that the sight of
it would safeguard the passer-by from
accident that day. In modern times, St.
Christopher is considered to be the patron
saint of travellers.

St. Christopher is listed among the Fourteen
Holy Helpers, honoured for the effectiveness
of their prayers in time of need. His feast day,
July 25, was dropped from the Roman
Calendar of 1969. The oldest picture of the
saint, in the monastery on the Mount Sinai
dates from the time of Justinian (527-65). May
St. Christopher protect all refugees in the
world who flee their countries to seek better
place to start a new life in, with the blessing of
Our Lord Jesus Christ.

By: Imad Hirmiz
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CW

Ecumenical covenant a public relations
exercise

The announcement that the 15 members of
the National Council of Churches in
Australia have signed a "landmark"
covenant to co-operate is hard to get too
excited about. Genuine Christian unity will
only ever come from the ground up. - Chris
McGillion - Sydney Morning Herald-27/7

Music ministers trailblazers of Vatican II
church

US Dominican theologian Fr Paul Philibert
says few Catholics realise the "sacramental
significance" of the entire congregation of
worshippers giving themselves to God in a
collective song of praise. He said the council
"identifies the church's sacrifice of praise -
its participation in the priestly sacrifice of
Christ before his Father - with the faithful's
songs within the church's liturgy." - Tidings
Online-26/7

'Milestone' convenant signed with
churches

The Catholic Church has signed a new
covenant with Protestant Churches which
has been described by church leaders as one
of the most significant events in Australia's
ecumenical history.-23/7

Athens Cathedral Mass to welcome
Olympians
A solemn Mass will be concelebrated in
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Athens' St Dionysius Catholic Cathedral on
11 August to welcome participants in the
Olympic Games, which open on 13 August.-
22/7

Don'tlet communion displace the Eucharist
Distributing communion outside of Mass
weakens the connection between celebrating
eucharist and receiving communion. If we
readily accept communion as a substitute for
Mass, there is a danger that we will cease to be
a eucharistic community, which is one which
gathers to give thanks, not just to receive
communion. In such circumstances it is better
to celebrate a Liturgy of the Word alone,
without including the distribution of
communion. - Education Officer Elizabeth
Harrington - Liturgical Commission,
Archdiocese of Brisbane-22/7

28 JUNE

Pope urges increasing attention on Adult
Faith Formation

In a new address to a group of visiting US
Bishops yesterday, Pope John Paul urges
"increasing focus" on adolescent and adult
taith formation.

Pope addresses why we pray?

In his weekly audience yesterday John Paul II
reminded Christians that authentic prayer is
not just about asking God to help us. Prayer is
also about our praise and thanksgiving to
Him. - Zenit

Spirituality and adolescence

Adolescent Psychologist, Dr Michael Carr-
Gregg, says Catholic schools are well placed
to help young people with psychological
imbalances because spirituality is one of the
biggest protective factors against
psychological problems for young people. -
Southern Cross

Sources: www.cathnews.com
Www.catholicnews.com



Youth Update

From rth

to Strength

The "Youth of Resurrection" group is growing
from strength to strength, with an
approximation of at least 50 participants
involved.

Lately, our ordinary discussion topics and bible
study have continued with Fr. Maher, our
brother Saleem and our youth leaders. Topics
such as 'Gossip', 'Respect' and 'Abortion' in
Christianity were some of the discussion topics
covered by the Leaders. Bible-Study presented by
our brother Saleem covered a general idea of the
structure of the Holy Bible and its contents.

On the other hand, a few special occasions did
occur over the last two months. Besides taking an
entertaining trip to the IMAX theatre, our youth
group also helped in food preparation at the
'Pastoral Council' celebration where they happily
operated on the barbeque to provide the guests

with delicious food. Our sister Helda Yako is the
"Youth of Resurrection' representative in the
Pastoral Council and she presented a delightful
speech about our youth group functions.

In addition, some members of the youth group
also prepared a 'fundraising barbeque' for the
erection of our new church. The preparation
team included Walid and Jan, Khalid, Rami
Toma, Jaklin, Olivia and Fadia. Fr. Maher and the
youth leaders would like to thank these helpers
and everyone who helped to raise money which
came to a total of approximately $1,400.

Finally, it is greatly appreciated that parents are
making the effort of sending their children to the
"Youth of Resurrection' group. The more
members we have today, the brighter and more
promising the future will look.

By: Rane Hana - youth group leader
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Pastoral Council

One Lord... One Spirit...
One Function

Pastoral Council.. A Sign Of Love In Our Parish

The Bible mentions "sheep" over 750 times,
and nearly half of those references, the Bible
are referring to us, God's people. One of the
most difficult questions people ask
throughout their lives is, where do I fit?
Pastoral Council is where we all belong.

The Pastoral Council is made up of eight
groups. Secret Heart, Parish council,
Deacons, Our Lady Brotherhood, Choir,
Youth Of Resurrection, St. Aphram's school
and NOHRA Magazine. Although each
group takes out different parts of the church
activities and each carries out different tasks
and responsibilities, at the end of the day we
are one family, the backbone of our church.

In order to remain this strong backbone now
more then ever, we need to move forward as a
community and maintain our mission as
christens to build our future church in a
successful manner with One Lord One
Spirit, One Function.

The Pastoral Council brings us closer
35 - 2004 Nohra September - October

together and deepens our faith to pass on the
bright spirit and constructive ideas to the
next generation, as true believers so our
Pastoral Council Grows and our traditions
don't fade away.

Pastoral Council is all about cultivating
christen leadership. Yes, there might be
struggles, but one of the most important
things is that we need to remember is the
knowledge that Jesus has been tempted, he
knows how it feels to be hungry, angry,
lonely, jilted and tempted to take a detour out
of God's will. Therefore the least we can do
Is maintain peace between us because peace
is only subject to one variable, is God here?
Where God is, there is peace.

Our Pastoral Council is a faithful source; it
flows from a river within our heart where the
prince of peace makes his home. We are the
Shepherd's sheep, but the good news is that
we have a wonderful shepherd and we know
his voice.

By: Loris Mikhail



The world of work", in positions of
responsibility and "not considered from
the sole perspective of physical
procreation".

Ms Goward said: "You look around the
Australian workforces, you still see how
difficult so many women find it to combine
work and family and how little support
there really is. How difficult it is for a
manager, for example, to get part-time
work. "How difficult it is for a woman
working on an assembly line to be able to
ring her child when it's homesick for the
day to make sure that the child is well, to
get a couple of hours off at lunchtime to go
to a school sports day. Those sorts of
flexibilities are still a long way away for a
lot of women and actually fathers in the
workforce.”

The 7:30 Report said that the words were
hailed by some Australian feminists as
somewhat belated recognition by the
Vatican that women who want to
participate in the workforce should not be
discouraged - which is something, they
say, that more Australian men in positions
of power should now recognise.

Cardinal George Pell said: "For those
women who would like to stay at home
with their children, especially before
school, and are unable to do so for financial
reasons, we encourage governments and
other agencies to do what they can to make
that possible."

Jesuit biblical scholar, Fr. Brendan Byrne,
admitted that it is perceived as "coming
from a group of male clerics and therefore
there is always a bit of a sense that they are
telling women how they should feel and
think and how they are". But he said that
there is "an element of very considerable
advance”

Sources:

1- www.cathnews.com

2- Feminists embrace Vatican's declaration
(ABC TV 7:30 Report 2/8/04)
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Catholic View

Feminiss embrace
Vafican's eclaraton

A LANDMARK Vatican document
attacking radical feminism has been
praised for recognising the difficulty for
women trying to juggle a career and a
family.

The document, entitled On the
Collaboration of Men and Women in the
Church in the World, reiterates the ban on
women priests and condemns hardline
feminism for leading to 'harmful
confusion' on the role of the sexes.

Academics yesterday said that the
Catholic Church had 'issued a feminist
statement'. The head of the Catholic
Church in Australia, Cardinal George
Pell, said it was a 'beautiful and
sophisticated piece of work'.

The Federal Government's sex
discrimination commissioner Ms. Pru
Goward greeted the Vatican document on
feminism and the role of women and
work, with the comment that it is "a small
step for man, but a great step forward for
womankind".
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Meanwhile, ABC TV's 7:30 Report led
its analysis by pointing out that while the
letter attacks feminists who promote
conflict between the sexes, it also stresses
that: "Women should be present in
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Church Building

I WILL BUILD
MY CHURCH

Jesus announced his purpose: "I will build my
church" The apostle Paul states that Jesus
loved the church and gave himself for it. He
himself throughout his epistles describes his
own labors as being for the sake of the church.

This is what the church has always been about
- faithful congregations, inspiring worship,
and loving relationships that flourish as the
church builds community, nurtures the gifts of
all its members, and reaches out in mission
both locally and globally.

Our shared task is to equip congregations for
ministry - a thousand churches in a million
ways doing one thing - following Christ, in a
lost and broken world so loved by God.

Every year more than a thousand churches
close their doors. However, at the same time
another thousand open their doors for the first
time. One of the greatest qualities of
mankind has been the resolve to undertake
new projects, even at the risk of personal
failure. So, what type of people starts a church
from scratch? Well, the answer is, ordinary
people with extraordinary determination.

The Catholic population has grown and also
our church has grown. We've outgrown since
the arrival of our first Chaldean priest Rev
Emanuel Khoshaba to Melbourne in 1982.
What began with about 70 families in then is
now a congregation of more than 1,500
families. Sunday Mass services tend to get a
bit cramped and three of Sunday's Masses

attract 800 to 1000 congregates. To
accommodate the crowd, the church has brought
in as many chairs into the building as would fit,
and many have to stand. Early on, each Sunday
was a step of faith, when hopes were large and
finances were small.

In about a year, the new sanctuary will seat 1,000
congregates. Churches are seeing the impact of
growth. Our Lady Guardian of Plant Chaldean
and Assyrian Catholic Church began
construction on Tuesday August 8rd 2004

The big goal is to have our own home and a
desire to have a place we can call home. We can
not hold together so long without a permanent
building. We had a capital campaign to raise
money being the sum of $250 per congregate.
We're able to have enough to build our first
building.

We've been very blessed; the new building will
provide some breathing room during Sunday
morning services. No one had to sit outside this
Easter. In 2003, Easter services were so packed
that the chairs were set up in a foyer area to
accommodate the overflow.

This Easter, the new sanctuary can
accommodate in access of 1000 congregates.
Visitors can get the impression that the church
has room for them. It's been a wonderful
change, what we have to work on now, is creating
that same sense of intimacy, trying to maintain
closeness.

By Najee Shamoon
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