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& Saint Life

The Fivet Saint Woenman

“Pope canonized mother who said '""NO" to abortion”

Abortion today has become a choice as
simple as a choice for a new colour
scheme for your home. As a Catholic
terminating a pregnancy should be based
on our faith in God, who has given us free
will to make choices, but to make the
right once while at it. To abort as a
Catholic is failing to obey one of the
church's ten commandments, "Do Not
Kill".

Gianna Beretta Molla, born in Italy, on
September 4, 1922 was a devoted
Christen who grow up being taught that
life is a great gift from God to embrace
with gratitude. As a teenager she was a
member of the Saint Vincent De Paul
society and volunteered her time to work
among the elderly and poor.

She diligently applied her self to her
studies earning degrees in medicine and
surgery in 1949. She specialized in
pediatrics giving special attention to the
mothers and their babies, the elderly and
the poor. Medicine to Gianna was seen as
means of serving the creator. Being such
a good christian, people thought she
should enter the convent. Through her
pray full reflections, she knew that her
vocation was marriage with God's
cooperation to form a truly christian
family. Gianna and Pietro Molla married
on September 24, 1955. She knew and
joyfully embraced the demands of
balancing her obligations as a doctor,
wife and a mother to three children,

Pierluigi, Marioling and Laura. In
September 1961 in Gianna's fourth
pregnancy, she discovered that she had
developed a fibroma in her uterus. She
entrusted her self to God's care, not
terminating her pregnancy, despite all her
responsibilities as a mother and a doctor. All
she worried about and prayed from God to
prevent was for her babe not to be born in
pain. Seven months later, she was ready to
give her life in order to save that of her child.
The thirty nine year old insisted on choosing
the babe's life over hers with no hesitation. A
week after giving birth to her babe Gianna
Emanuela on the morning of April 21, 1962.
Today's saint died in horrible pain, after
repeatedly exclaiming, "Jesus, I love you",
"Jesus, [ love you", she died.

The Decree of the miracle was proclaimed
on December 21, 1992. Finally his Holiness
Pope John II beatified Gianna Beretta Molla
at St, Peter’s Square in Rome, whose body
of the new blessed lies in the cemetery of
Mesero. Gianna one of the six new saints
was canonized by the Holy Father on May
16, 2004 for choosing to give birth to her
fourth child rather than have an abortion that
might have saved her life.

We need faith in God to have Science, we
should not judge God when our faith dose
not seem fruitful to us, but we should
express our thanks to God when it dose.

Loris Mikhail
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{3 Catholic View

There are two points of view in regard to
this issue. Some, with orthodox view,
believe that it is not that important or it is
not the time yet, and that the current
church is big enough, forgetting that due to
the small size of the current building, three
masses are being served on Sundays, at
9:00am 10:30am and 12:30pm
respectively. In addition, for them praying
in a house-like church or praying in St.
Paul basilica in Rome does not make much
deference and all they want is a place to
pray in! While others believe that our
community is growing in size, therefore
we need a bigger church, not to mention
that current church is not comfortable,
especially in big events, such as during
Christmas and Easter masses. Also,

building a bigger church would have many
advantages, such as having all members of
the community to gather at one time and
this will create better relationships hence
enhances the bounds between the
community members. Moreover, once the
new church is built, the current church can
be transformed to ahall or place that can be
used for special events rather than paying
for the use of other churches' facilities. In
the past five years, Our Lady Guardian of
Plants church has turned to a religious and
educational centre.. To the people of our
community we say: Church needs your
help, do what you can, it is for you as well
as for community future generations.

By: Imad Hirmiz

A member of the Jewish community

Abraham
Conference

The Australian Catholic University has
hosted amajor event that it believes has made
a major contribution to the process of inter-
religious dialogue.

The event, which involved 400 people in
Melbourne, was the third International and
Inter-Religion Abraham Conference titled Our
Future Together: Muslims, Christians and Jews.
"ACU National is proud to have hosted and co-
organized this conference which marks a
significant event in the process of inter-
religious dialogue," said Pro-Vice-Chancellor
(Academic Affairs), Professor Gabrielle
McMullen.

"It demonstrates that it is possible for members
of different faiths to meet on a common basis, to
dialogue together and overcome our stereotypes
and misunderstandings, to work together
towards further understanding in the areas of
education, religion and social issues, and to
build communities marked by respect and
peace.”.

At the end of the first day meeting, Dr. Stewart
Sharlow, the executive officer to the pro vice
chancellor Australian Catholic University said:
“What we did today, what we will do tomorrow,
be blessed by God and be fruit to local public.”

NOHRA, Issue 30 - July, 2004

36



& Catholic View

Building Our Church: It is the right time

“It is written, "My house is a house of
prayer’," (Luke 19-46), this is what Jesus
said when driving out those who used the
temple as atrade place.

We all know from what priests tell us that
church is not a mere building with a
Cross(s) resting on top of its dome(s), it is
not just building with decorated walls and
windows or building full of statues of Jesus,
Merry and saints, and it is not just a Sunday
gathering place. But church comprise
faithful people. Church is like a human
body, Christ is the head and we, faithful
people, are the parts of the body. We go to
church to pray to God. But does this mean
that church, as a building is not that
important?

Church as a building is important too,
because it is the place where we feel God
among us, it is the place where we run into
when escaping from our life's
inconveniences. Our Lady Guardian of
Plants is planing to build a new church on
the designated piece of land within the
complex that currently consists of house-
like church, priest's house and parking area.
Since early 90s, priests of Chaldean diocese
of Melbourne have been trying to find a
place, where it can practice its religious
duties independently. We have rented
churches to perform wedding and other
ceremonies; we are renting Halls of other
churches for special and big events to
accommodate all members of our
community, such as St Mathew Hall in
Fawkner. We are leasing other church's
facilities to be used for our religious

activities, like Mar Aphram Chaldean
Catholic school for children using Holy
Child Catholic school in Dallas.

But giving the growing in number of our
community people, we need a bigger
church. Moreover, church's activities
becoming increasingly more diverse and
involve more people of different ages and
groups such as Brotherhood of Our Lady
Guardian Of Plants (for all), Youth Group,
Bible study sessions, Sacred Heart weekly
meetings for senior people, Mar Aphram
Catholic Chaldean School for children,
Nohra magazine meetings, Mar Aphram
festival of Arts (yearly Held in Coburg
Town Hall) organized by the church and
many others.

Do we need a new and bigger church or
should we be complacent about what we
have - the current house-like church? The
question that has been put to people of our
community by Nohra Magazine in its
opinion survey to be published in this issue.

The answer to this question is very
important, giving the current financial
problem that our church, Our Lady of
Guardian Church, is facing.

To build a church, we need financial
support form our community people. And
in order to get the support we need to
convince some of them of the importance of
having a bigger church. Having said that,
many would ask: is it the right time to start
building the church, given the current
financial circumstances?
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£ Youth Group

YOOUTH OF RESORRECYION

Introduction

The Resurrection Youth Group
was formed in order to deepen our
Christian faith, to continue to walk as
true Christian, and to improve the
relationships among our youth in a
mature and responsible way so that we
remain faithful to our righteous faith
and social traditions. Also, to prepare an
active generation for the future of the
church under the guidance of caring
youth leaders.

I.eadexrship

Team

The organizing and leadership
team is made up of the parish priests
who continuously follow the activities
of our youth. The team also includes
Rane Hana, Jwan Kada, and Loris
Mikhael who prepare the youth group
programs accurately. The following is a
broad outline of the weekly program:

@ Discussion topics (Social Life).
@Bible studies (By the Priests).

© Topics presented by youth leaders.
@ Entertainment period.

In order to attain the desired and
successful results a full cooperation
from the parents and the youth members
isrequired.

P a r»r e n t s °*
responsibilities

The parents play a major and central
role in encouraging and guiding their sons &
daughters to attend constantly the Youth
Group meeting. For without their support the
Youth Program will not be able to sustain and
carry on its mission in a successful manner,
subsequently no future benefits will be
gained. Therefore, we urge the parents to
assist us in building the Youth Group as a
backbone ofthe church.

Update

Recently our "Youth of Resurrection"
has mainly been involved in discussion topic
presented by the leaders and Bible study
presented by Father Maher. Useful advice
and information has been given to us by these
sessions. Besides the sessions, activities were
also prepared such as the after-mass
barbeque which occurred just over a month
ago, and a trip to the rollerblading center
earlier in the year.

Our youth group has also grown in
numbers this year compared to the last, with
appreciation to the effort of the parents
sending their children. As usual, anyone is
welcome to join us in our Monday night
meetingsat6:00pm. We hope that in the
future we will be more active as part of
today's church and the future of tomorrow.
We would also like to thank Father Maher for
his hard work by staying with us and teaching
us throughout the year.
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