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This year's opening was very
impressive, better than the years
before, it was something new that
made people look and listen.
Irene Pitrus

AL Sl el Ly 5 Sliay i
o s

Very good; next time there should be
more variety.
Jaklin Hermiz
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Excellent; it was great seeing all the
fantastic art works and especially from the
people who are not a part of the church

group.
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Excellent, it showed that how much
time it was put in organising it.
Jaklin Hermiz
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{3 Festival Report

The play was
narrated by
Father Khoshaba. §
This play was
performed In Iraq
in 1952 and the
star of the play
was Father
Emmanuel
Khoshaba and
Directed by
Emmanuel
DeDy.

The story of the
play goes back to
the eighteenth
century in
France, thus
players' dressings
were of that time, well designed and
made. The story of the play is about a
poor young man, his name was Jack, who
was obsessed with money and welling to
do anything to get.

He was sentenced to death for killing a
woman while stealing. But in his way to
be hanged he asked to pray in a church.
While praying, a miracle happened when
a statue of Virgin Merry griped him from
his hand. Accordingly, he was released.
That was the story of Jack Fransua of
Marcella, France, born in 1750.

In appreciation for those who gave their
time as volunteer and participated in
organizing and controlling this big event
for three days, certificate of
appreciations was granted to them.

The last wards were to Father Khalid
Marogi, the coordinator of the festival, who
thanked all for what they did in this year's
festival "...... the number of people who
participated in this festival shows how our
faith is strong that enable us to do such
creative and pleasant event, God bless you

all and hope to see inthefifth festival,"

Those words for Father Khalid Marogi
ended the fourth Mar Aphram festival of
Arts for 2004.

For full details of the festival events and
interviews, please visit our website at

www.nohra.8k.com
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I {3 Festival Report I
Day-3

Three of the Festival, on Sunday. There
were more people attending the festival.
The hall was full at 7:30pm and the
number of people was around 1000. It
started with the same video clip that was
played in the first day. One of the
presenters reminded the audience of the
raffle tickets and the prices, which were
of high price and valuable.

Then it was the time for hymns
performed by Jalil Hozaya who is
known for his lovely voice as he serves in
the church as a sub-deacon. He
performed three hymns with music
played by Emeil Hanna.

Next activity of the festival was for Youth
Group of the church. The presenters were
Rany Hanna, Juan Kardan and Lewis
Michael (in English). A video clip prepared
by the group was played on the screen which
showed the activities of the youth group and
included interviews for some youth who
told their experiences with youth group.

After the break Tome Tomas played our
traditional music on violin helped by
another violin player. Last activity of the
day and ofthe festival was a play titled Tears
of the Mother. Directed by Natheir
Dawood, the stars were Faiz Gilardos as the
son Jack, Farida Kiriakos as mother of Jack,
Diana Bidawid as Virgin Merry and others.

ars of the mother

NOHRA, Issue 29 - May, 2004 T 29




l {3 Festival Report l

Day=2

Two Activities started with Presentation
of Nohra magazine, published by Our
Lady Guardian of Plants Chaldean
Catholic Church. It was presented by
father Khalid Marogi who explained
the evolving of Nohra magazine from its
firstissue, five years ago, tillnow.

First play of the festival was "Boys
and Girls of our Community"
performed by group of Mar Aphram
school. It was a comparison between two
groups, the good one who does the good
deeds of helping other people of our
community especially the elderly, and
the bad one who does evil things and
brings shame to the community.

A poem was performed by Sadiq
Mansour titled "Living Human". Who
highlighted in his poem that "God has
only one way which leads to hope, from
Christ with Christ and to Christ".

Another poem was performed by Amer

Ferrety, "people and people” performed in
Iraqi dialect. The poem was a series of
advices for people to be good and do the
right things.

Kamel Konda performed three
poems first Thakera-Memory, it was a
romantic poem. Then Time- Zawna it was a
reflection of our past and remembering our
leaders like Mar Aphram.

After the break, Choir of Mar Aphram
Syrian Church performed many hymns in
Syriac dialect, which is a bit different from
Chaldean dialect.

The second play of the day was titled
"Lazarus and his lover" a play based on the
story of the same title for the well known
Lebanese background writer and artist
Jobran Khalil Jobran. The starts of the play
were Salam Noh as Lazarus, Jackleen
Hanna as Lazarus mother and Firas Noh as
the mad man. It was basically about Lazarus
who left his mother and two sisters and
fiancée and went to look for his savior Jesus
Christ. When he returns, he tells his story of
the time (three days) he spent in heaven with
Christ and expresses
his wishes to meet the
Lord again for they
were the best days of
his two lives so he
leaves again hopefully
to meet the Lord. The
mad man turn to the
stage facing the
audience and said ".....
Lazarus is the first

martyr".
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IQ Festival Report |

'f'hg A

§ Fourth poem was performed by father
Maher Gurges which was about
Arrogance. It was like set of advices to
the arrogant person to get humble and
take Christ as an example of a humble
God.

It was the time to open the art show. All
guests joined their hands with father
Emmanuel to cut the ribbon of a new
relationship and then opened the door to
the show room as a symbol to the new
future for the people of the Eastern
Church.

This year's art show included display of
the works of sculptor Ms. Natasha
Brekhia - which participated in four
sculptures-House of Justice, The inquiry
and table lamp made of ceramic-and the
most important one was the sculpture of
the half body of Mar Aphram. It also
included paintings of Thamer Hermiz -
who painted the background for the
festival - and paintings of Amer Ferety.
Books in display covered religion,

philosophy, history,
teaching Aramaic
language and other
subjects. And to raise
fund for the festival,
coffee mugs, hats and
pens with the festival
logo printed on them
were on sale. Some
flower boutiques were
also on display.

During the art show
people enjoyed 45
minutes break and
light refreshments
were served.

Time was dedicated to cover the life and
achievements of Mar Nersay the teacher
which were published in a booklet titled the
interpretation of Mar Nersay to the
Chaldean Mass that was prepared by Father
Khoshaba and presented by father Maher
Goriel. It was informative and educational
presentation and many learned about why
priestact in this way or say certain things.

Then father Emmanuel Khoshaba was
back on the stage to perform a poem written
by the late father Paulis Bedarry in ancient
Aramaic and converted by him to the current
spoken Aramaic.

The year's festival witnessed the
participating of women of our community.
A poem was performed by Ms. Sayda
Jacob titled, the sin and how to treat it, this
poem was inspired by a poem to Augustine's
poem, life without a sin how wonderful it is.
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l {}—Festival Report I

Mar Aphram Chaldean School, religious
music, plays and many others. The
festival is like a tent and a living and
mobile church that under its shade,
people of our community take shelter
and live like brothers and sisters in Christ
sharing their thoughts and opinions and
deeds,"

Many distinguished guest attended the
festival to show their support and unity,
representing Assyrian and Syriac
Churches and other community leaders.
The guests were:

§ Reverend Father Iskandar Aphram,
representing Syrian Orthodox Church,
who said in an interview " we are proud
of this festival, it brings together all of
the Eastern sects that speak Syriac
language and are proud of same
heritage, customs and belongs to one
nation,”

§ Reverend Father Korges Toma,
representing St. Georges Parish,
Assyrian church of the East.

§ Mr. Tony Hello, Moreland City
Council.

§ Mr. Bob Brown, principal of good
Samaritan School. Who said in an
interview with him, "I am lucky to be
here... to see the traditions and culture of
Iraqi community...to experience it,
because seeing it is different than
hearing about it... now I can tell my
Students it was a wonderful festival... 1
believe it is good for the spirit of the
community and it is a wonderful social
event...,"

As Mar Aphram was a poet himself, a great
time was given to perform poets.

§ The first poet performance was as usual
reserved to Sub-Deacon Lewis Mansour
from Sydney. The poem was about the
changes that happened to the customs and
traditions and attitudes of our people once
they arrived in Australia. In an interview
with Lewis Mansour he said that he "was
very glad to be asked to translate the
festivals anthem that was written by
Reverend father Paulis Bedarry in ancient
Chaldean to the spoken Chaldean,"

§ The second poem was performed by
Gareeb Konda titled Peace and king of
Peace. About Jesus as king of peace.

§ Third poet titled the last travels of life by
Youhana Bidawid who said, "This poet
embeds news and concerns of life."
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|Q Festival Report |

Reporting: Imad Hirmiz

Mar Aphram festival is an
important event in the
calendar of Chaldean and
Assyrian Catholic Church,
parish of Our Lady Guardian
of Plants in Melbourne. In the
three days of the festival
which held in March, this
year 12th-14th. Mar Aphram
was multitalented person; he
was well known for his
talents of poetry, writing. He
was a great teacher and
theologian. People of our
community gather to share their
experiences and talents. Mar Aphram
Festival of Arts" said Reverend Father
Emmanuel Khoshaba in his speech.

The stage of Moreland City council Hall
in Bell Street, Melbourne, was guarded

One of the festival started with a video
clip, played on a white screen. The clip was
a visual telling of the history and
achievements of our people who started
the civilization and embraced Christianity
and that Mar Aphram festival is one of the
achievements of our people.

Reverend Father Emmanuel Khoshaba, a
parish priest, who triggered the idea of this

by two visual fire effects (combination of
light and silk) as a symbol of continuity
of the intellectuality from the time of Mar
Aphram to now. On the top of the stage,
festival's slogan was written on a banner
"Mar Aphram: Icon of intellectual
communication in the Church of the

festival, gave his keynote speech to declare
the opening of the three day activities of
Mar Aphram. Reading from a typewriter
written text, he delivered his powerful
words describing the festival as "a
religious demonstration, for all of its
activities are directed to foster our practice
toreligion through many activities, such as
activities of students of
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{Q Catholic View ;

THE

passion

OF THE CHRIST

A picture sometimes worth a thousand
wards, so how about a film of hundreds of
pictures? And this may what Mel Gibson
tries to show us in his movie the Passion
of the Christ. There are not many
conversations in the movie, and that what
Mel Gibson wanted "/ want ta show the
humanity of the Christ as well as the
divine aspect,”

The word Passion {with capital P) means
basically the suffering and death of
Christ. But if you look up for the word
passion {with no capital P} in the
dictionary, you would get many meanings
for this word and one of them is "strong
feeling of love". Honestly, | like the
second definition for this word.

As [ was watching the movie with eyes
full of suppressed tears, and many times |
was about to stop watching, I kept asking
myself whenever Christ's body was hurt,
do we deserve this much of fove from you
my Lord? Forme, every second of the last
hours of Christ's life, from the moment of
a betrayal to his death, Jesus was telling
us | forgive you because § LOVE YOU.
And He was showing us that His body's
strength was derived from the sea of love
He has for us, for our salvation.

1 think we should not blame any group of
people or certain religion for crucitying
Christ! it was not for the will of Jewish
that Jesus was crucified; for it had been
planed in the heaven prior to Christ's
descent. We should not hate Roman
soldiers for their brutality, for it was
'meant to be in this way. He was not
betrayed by Judas, because He knew
beforehand that it was the time to fulfill
his father's will. Christ accepted to walk
on this harsh road on His way back to His
father to complete His mission. Humans
had to be involved to show how weak we
are and how merciful our Lordis.

Mei Gibson's film which comes at the
time of long fasting before Easter and ata
time our world is in confusion and
suffering from violence and hatred. We
need the passion of Christ to heal our
heart's wounds so that we can forgive the
wrong-doings of others for the sake of
humanity. Basically, I like to call this
movie "the passion of Christ". If was a
masterpiece movie because it was about
the divine love. God bless Mel Gibson
andbless us all.

By Imad Hirmiz
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