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NOTE: Nohra apologises for publishing an article "Vatican same sex union" mistakenly
under the name of Imad Hirmiz or by Imad Hirmiz. This article appeared mistakenly and
belongs to another writer.
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I {3} Catholic News ‘

Pope
12/12:

Pope John Paul II has said that
God watches over each person and all
peoples, intervening to save those who
are oppressed and to judge those who do
evil.

15/12:

Pope John Paul II has said mutual
respect for religious freedom is crucial to
the health of Christian-Muslim dialogue,
and will help ensure joint efforts to
eliminate the causes of terrorism. And on
17/12, Stressing that peace remains
possible, Pope John Paul II has said the
war against terror must be waged on both
political and educational fronts, and
include clear analysis of the reasons
behind terrorist attacks.

23/12:

Pope John Paul II has spoken of
his "awareness of Christ's desire for unity
among believers" that has led him to
"intensify ecumenical contacts" with
orthodox, Anglican and other Christian
churches.

Australia
11/12:

The Archbishop of Canterbury
has appointed Perth Anglican
Archbishop Peter Carnley to lead the
Anglican participation in the ongoing
dialogue aimed at unity between the
Anglican and Roman Catholic churches.

18/12:

Catholic Health Australia (CHA)
has accused the Federal Government of
"sitting on its hands" instead of facing up to
the reality of increased cost of providing
aged care.

19/12:

Archbishop Barry Hickey of Perth
has called French President Chirac's moves
to legislate secularism '"ridiculous" after
Western Australian Premier Geoff Gallop's
dismissal of suggestions that the state follow
the French lead.

19:12:

Australia's Catholic bishops have
issued a booklet titled Being Human that
sets out concisely Catholic teaching on the
human person that underpins the Church's
response to ethical questions on such issues
as human cloning, reproductive technology,
marriage and sexuality.

18]

2/1:

Former prison chaplain Fr Peter
Norden told the congregation at Friday's
funeral of underworld figure Graham "the
Munster" Kinniburgh that it's time to stop

the city's "senseless loss of human life".

3]

3/1

[Ne]

One of Australia's most prominent
Anglican priests has converted to
Catholicism over dissatisfaction with gay
and women clergy, as a delegation of
conservative Anglicans goes to the Vatican
for talks that could lead to more
"defections".

Edited by: Imad Hirmiz
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{:} Catholic Catechism

Sin and Salvation

Lesson 5: Sins Type

PERSONAL SIN

Original sin describes a situation,
not a decision. Personal sin is when we
decide to sin, when we cooperate with
the evil in the world and in ourselves. Sin
is always a failure to love in all way. It is
destructive of ourselves and of our
relationships. Personal sins are the sins
that we commit and that we are
responsible for. Some, of course, are
much more serious than others. The
Catholic Church has traditionally
distinguished between mortal and venial
sin. Mortal sins are those that are so
serious that they truly cut us off from God
at the core of ourselves. Some
theologians describe mortal sin as a
general direction in life: a basic choice to
live selfishly. Others emphasize
individual acts which are terribly
harmful and which reflect a hardened,
self-centered heart. Venial sins are
described "less serious." These are the
sins that disrupt and hurt our
relationships with other people and with
God, but are not so devastating that they
destroy the relationship. It should be
pointed out, however, that all sins are
serious in one way or another in that they
hurt our relationship with God, others
and ourselves.

SINSOF OMISSION
Sin is essentially a failure to love
God, others or ourselves. Some of the

worst sins that we might commit are called
sins of omission. It is very possible to do
nothing wrong and still commit very serious
sins. Apathy, not caring, is among the
deadliest of sins. In the parable of the Good
Samaritan, the men who passed by the
beaten man in the ditch did no wrong, but
they did nothing right either!

SOCIAL SIN

Normally sinis applied to individual
choices. Today, however, theologians and
Pope John Paul IT speak of something called
"structures of sin." These are elements
within society that are "sinful" in
themselves in that they are destructive of
human dignity. Thus, any situations that
encourage violence, greed, poverty, racism,
etc., could be called examples of social sin
or structural sin. For example, in the United
States at the current time, women are paid
about seventy percent of what men are paid
for doing the same work in the corporate

“world. Likewise women almost suffer

economically from divorce while men's
lifestyles are rarely affected. Another
example of structural sin is the relationship
between countries of the developed world
and the undeveloped and developing
countries. It is not uncommon for the
developed countries to benefit
economically from the resources of poor
countries by using their natural resources
and hiring their people as a cheap form of
labor.

NOHRA, Issue 28 - January, 2004
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| £ Saint Life |

ST. CHRISTOPHER

patron saint of travelers

“Whoever shall behold the image of St.
Christopher shall not faint or fall on that
day."

Christopher is one of the most popular
saints in the East and in the West, The
name "Christopher" means "Christ-
bearer" and it is often illustrated as
carrying a child, who, in turn, is carrying
a globe. His name originally was
"Offero" or "Reprobus.". Before his
conversion, it is said that the pagan, with
an extraordinary size and strength,
vowed that he would serve only a master
who was more fearsome than himself. He
worked for a great king until he learned
that his powerful master was afraid of an
even more powerful person, the Devil.
Then, like many another prodigal,
Christopher did the Devil's work for
several years until he heard that there was
someone even more powerful than the
Devil and that is Jesus Christ.
Christopher then went looking for this
Jesus. One day he met someone who
claimed to know Him. This Christian
teacher told Christopher that the best way
to find Christ was to use his own human
gifts to help others. And so he accepted
the task of carrying people, for Christ
sake, and became a ferryman helping
strangers to cross a dangerous river. One
day as he was carrying a child on his own
shoulders across the river, he realized
that the child continually grew heavier
and heavier and it seemed to him as if he
had the whole world on his shoulders.
When they arrived safely on the far side

of the river, Jesus revealed Himself to
Christopher as the Creator and Redeemer of
the world and that he was carrying the One
who bears the weight of all the world's sins.
To prove his statement the child ordered
Christopher to fix his staff in the ground.
The next morning it had grown into a palm-
tree bearing fruit. The miracle converted
many to Christianity. It is believed that St.
Christopher died as martyr in Lycia in 251
A.D. during the reign of Decius, a Roman
Emperor who conducted the first systematic
persecution of Christians.

It was a common medieval custom to place a
large mural of the saint opposite the south
door of the church, in belief that the sight of
it would safeguard the passer-by from
accident that day. In modern times, St.
Christopher is considered to be the patron
saint of travellers.

St. Christopher is listed among the Fourteen
Holy Helpers, honoured for the
effectiveness of their prayers in time of
need. His feast day, July 25, was dropped
from the Roman Calendar of 1969. The
oldest picture of the saint, in the monastery
on the Mount Sinai dates from the time of
Justinian (527-65). May St. Christopher
protect all refugees in the world who flee
their countries to seek better place to start a
new life in, with the blessing of Our Lord
Jesus Christ.

By: Imad Hirmiz
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|C} Catholic View |

Jesus is the reason for the season

As I entered the community church, Our
Lady Guardian of Plants, just days before
Christmas. I found a banner that appears
on the inside walls of the Church just
before every Christmas. The writing on
the banner reads "Jesus is the reason for
the season." 1 thought of it and asked
myself why the church would promote
for such concept? But it took me little
time to find the answer. As I was doing
my Christmas shopping, and wherever I
went, I found many of the Christmas and
New Years greetings written on the
shops' windows or inside Christmas
cards. reads "Seasons Greetings." 1
remembered the day when Reverend
father Emmanuel Khoshaba preached in
one Sunday about this kind of greetings
and stressed that it dose not reflect the
religious aspect of this occasion. that is
the birth of Lord Jesus Christ. Though
Seasons Greetings imply the Christmas
and New Year celebration. but many
think of it as just holiday season and
many even greet others by saying Happy
Holiday Season.

The question that remain is, is our faith
fading away? Or it is just that the joy of
having a long holiday overshadows the
joy of Christmas. Father Khoshaba
suggested that people should greet others
by saying Merry Christmas instead,

which satisfies church's desire of having
Christ mentioned and that people are
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ and not
just a holiday period. Since then I started to
use Merry Christmas instead of Season's
Greetings and of course .

happy New Year. With happy New Year, I
always add that the New Year is the year we,
Christians, are moving into. This shifting is
because of the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ,
who descended from heaven and became
like us to save us and take us with him from
the current year or life of dark to New Year
or new life, the life of new- born people in
Christ, the life of light.

Christmas is not just about Christmas tree
and decorations and Santa Claus. These are
just signs of joy and happiness we feel and a
preparation for the birth of our saviour. So
always remember that Jesus is the reason for
the season and He is the reason for our
happy life for He is the king of love and
peace.

So to all Christians. I and staff of Nohra
magazine wish you a very Merry Christmas
and a happy and peaceful year. May the joy °
and peace of Christmas accompany you
throughout the year! '

By Imad Hirmiz
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