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{} Mar Aphram Festival Of Art 2003|

Below are what some participants in this festival said.

“I ‘was impressed when I saw my
children's art work; I didn't know that
my children can do this”

"I was so proud to see my sons on the
stage acting inaplay".

"My wife and I were very happy to hear
others saying that our daughter has a
lovely voice which made us proud of
her”

“I was waving to my children on the
stage who looked panic to encourage
them to carry on and tell them they were
doing great and that we love them and
proud of them".

"My two sons told me they were to act on
a play but didn't give me a clue about
their role in the play and what was
about, I liked what they did on the stage
andwas happy and proud".

“The festival was great and thanks for
all, especially the church for this

Youth Group’s

wonderful event".

"Four of my children participated in this

- festival; I am so happy and proud father”

"I am proud of my community, but this sort
of festivals makes me even prouder".

"We were scared at the beginning on the
stage, but then things changed and we were

O.K".

"Thanks to the Church and to every person
made this festival not adream”

"I used to draw and paint pictures, but
showing my art works in this festival made
me feel like an artist".

"Singing in a church choir is different from
singing in a festival on a big stage and
facing huge number of audience, the
feeling is amazing".

For more details please visit Nohra on line
at: www.nohra.8k.com

e
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|{:) Mar Aphram Festival Of Art 2003 I

other to form the body of the
church.

Father Emmanuel presented
Certificate of appreciation to all of
those who took part in managing
this big event and were all gathered
on the stage.

The final words were said by
Father Khalid Marogi, who
thanked every person participated
in this festival and wished to see
more people in the next festival.
"On behalf of father Emmanuel
IMIC: Katrina Kakoz & Loris i and myself, we would like to thank
; e the organizers who worked hard
Father Khalid Marogi explained the role during the last three months in
the church plays in serving and keeping preparing this festival. We did our best to
our community under Lord lJesus present this festival the way it is today and
Christ's blessings and protection. He hope to see you in the next Mar Aphram
went over Our Lady Guardian of Plants Festival of Arts, the Fourth Mar Aphram
Church's groups and activities and Festival of Arts. Thank you all".

showed how they interact with each

K Tol plags -T6 sxell Liag



The idea of the play
was taken from the
Bible; I Want Mercy
not Sacrifice, it was
about helping others
who are Jesus'
brothers; Our World
Today, which showed
the bad consequences
of taking drugs and
not attending schools.
Honey Tin Play, it
was about the
relationship between
a drunken and
gambler husband and
his wife, which ended
in separation and
broken family.
Although all actors were inexperienced
in this field but their performance was
impressing.

'Youth Group’s Play: Our World Today

Church participated in this festival with
three hymns performed by church's choir.
The humns lyrics were of Mar Aphram’s
poetries.
Mar Aphram Assyrian Orthodox Dances were performed by young children,
12-14 years
of ages, and
e a .k lie-d
R themselves
B Ronza's
Angels in
appreciation
to their
dancing
teacher
R onza
Riyadh. They
WETE 80
happy and
wished to do
: it again next
Ronza’s Aangels Dance Group year.

1 Tl lags T8 snell Liags



estival Of Art 2003 |

{} Mar Aphram F

Lewis Mansour

of such festival to preserve our heritage,
language and customs that next
generation is going to come to know
about through this festival.

The festival's distinguished guests
were: Rev Nistoris E. Hirmiz of the
Ancient Church of the East: Rev Father
Korges Toma of St. George's the Martyr
Parish- Assyrian Church of the East:
Rev Father Iskander Aphram of Syrian
Orthodox Church: Father Adam Oshana
of Chaldean Catholic Church in
Sydney: Father Fawzi Apro of
Chaldean Catholic Church of New
Zealand: Ms Natasha Brakhya. sculptor
and Artist: Deacon Lewis Mansuor of
Chaldean Catholic Church in Sydney.
Two speeches were given by Mr
Shamoel Eramia. on behalf of Father
Korges Toma of St. George's the Martyr
Parish/ Assyrian Church of the East. and
another one by Rev. Father Aphram

Iskander of Mar Aphram Syriac Church.
who both said a lot about Mar Aphram and
expressed the importance of such festival
to our community in Australia so that next
generations know about our homeland
saints and the precious heritage they left to
us and to believe in our Churches and our
mother tongue.

The time of reading poetries were
interesting. Four poets were read and one
was played on video. they all expressed the
important of following Christ's teaching of
love to people around us. Brotherhood and
Modesty. by father Adam Oshana. tell us
why humans should love and help each
other and help those in need. especially
sick and elderly people: Elderly. by
Subdeacon Lewis Mansour. It was about
elderly and how they suffer from physical
pain and from losing respect of their family
members; Orphan of the Era. by Yohana
Bidaweed, in which he tells us how love
that Jesus sacrificed himself for. was lost.
ignored and forgotten in this era. What are
we asking. by Sarhad Khoshaba, in
which he is asking the churches and other
people to fight to be all united again, as we
were united under Mar Aphram; New
country and new traditions. by Ghareeb
Konda. which played on video, his main
idea was whatever we do we should not
forget our homeland and our precious
customs and traditions.

Young people were asked not to tell their
parents about their role in plays they were
to participate in. So many parents knew
about it for the first time when their
children went on the stage in the festival.
The plays were: Healing a Blind Man Play.

v
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{:} Mar Aphram Festival Of Art 2003

The festival was called Mar Aphram
Festival of Arts. The word Arts was
added to reflect the essence of this
festival which is to give opportunity to
every person in our community who has
a talent to explore them in the festival
and make us all proud of them for being
amember of our community.

Many people of our community were
given the chance they dream about; they
went up on the stage and gave best of
their talent. They sang, acted in plays,
others became writers and wrote plays
and songs while one went further by
writing and directing and acting as
Nashwan Marogi did in his play Tint of
Honey. Many nice and angelic voices
were discovered and others became
music Composers.

Many parents were proud of
their children for participating in the

Sarmed & Soregn Estiphan

Balsim Sako & Marim Bedawid

festival. Others discovered that their
children are talented and need to be
encouraged. So the winners in this festival
were parents and their children and in
general the community and that was
achieved through the well organizing and
managing of the festival by OLGP Church.
Many participants realized the good
chance that was given to them and thus first
thing they did was to thank the Church and
few said, "thanks to our mother church, for
this opportunity".

The festival started with the anthem of Mar
Aphram Festival, lyrics written by
Reverend Father Pauls Bedary, composed
by Somar Marogi and performed by St.
Aphram School choir.

Then Reverend Father Emmanuel
Khoshaba welcomed the entire
distinguished guest and gave his keynote
speech in which he expressed the important

Tl sl TR el 1 cazs



{:} Mar Aphram Festival Of Art 2003

Mar Aphiram the Great teacher

By: Imad Hirmiz

Once again, on march, 14, 2003 and for
three days, Melbourne witnessed a
gathering of the children of the Church
of the east, which, at the time of Mar
Aphram, comprised the Christian
people of Mesopotamia region. Today’s
children of the Church of the East,
regardless of the divisions and different
names, are all paying tribute to great
teacher, Mar Aphram. Under the slogan,
Mar Aphram Symbol of intellectual
continuity in the Church of the East, and
in honour of this great teacher, Mar
Aphram Arts Festivals is being held
every year to acknowledge what this
great teacher offered to this Church..
Mar Aphram festival was borne as a
result of hard labouring process that Our
Lady Guardian of Plants Church has
been undertaking to bring back the

translated into Assyrian Language by
Majed Hozaya and into English Language
by Nihal Hanna. The answer was, "Mar
Aphram, as John Chrysostom (The golden
mouth) honoured him once by saying 'The
great Aphram is scourge of the slothful,
consoler of the afflicted, educator,
instructor and exhorter of youth, mirror of
monks, leader of penitents, goad and sting
of heretics, reservoir of virtues, and the
home and lodging of the Holy Spirit."
Many did not have much information about
who was Mar Aphram and why he was
chosen to honour this festival. So the book
was the answer to their prayers. Thus, and
for being so important, time was dedicated
to present the book. The presenter was
Saleem goga who enlightened us about
Mar Aphram.

cause that have once united g
our people under the |
blessing hand of Our Lord
Jesus Christ.

But who is Mar Aphram and
why he was chosen to
honour this festival? This
question was answered in
the book Aphram;
theologian of the Church of
the East that made available
this year by the efforts put
by a group of members of
Brotherhood of OLGP
Church - by Sizar Hozaya,

ra
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THE RESURRECTION by Carl Bloch

Very early on the first
Easter Sunday morning
Mary Magdalene and the
‘other women visited the
tomb. They found the stone
rolled back and the guards
gone. Mary ran off at once
to tell Peter and John, who
hurried to the tomb and saw
that it was empty. Mary, who
had followed them,
remained near the tomb
when Peter and John left.
Through tearful eyes she
saw a man nearby; she
thought he was the
gardener. Then he called her
by name and she knew he
was Jesus. Sobbing with joy
she threw herself at his feet
crying out, "Rabbone!"
(John 20:16).
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