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¥ When I saw our Patriarch I felt-happy.
Laura lsholl‘irst Comi’nunion

. I felt happy when he came and I felt
4 proud, - . .

DianaYounan/ Grade 7

... Ifelt happy but I was all so
3 embarxa»sed I’m so happy that I was
there and I felt great,
‘Lanelle Pitrus/ Grade 6

.,‘3,

I felt embarrassed and I was shaking,
afraid. It's just a feeling I've never felt.
Mina Sako/Form Captain of Grade 6

At first I felt embarrassed especially
when I kissed the patriarch's hand; but
then I felt a little bit better.
John /First Communion

It was a day not to be forgotten that's
all I can say.
Walid Isho
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lVisit of His Beatitude {}I

BIOGRAPHY OF HIS BEATITUDE
MAR RAPHAIL I BIDAWID PH.D, DD

Born at Mossul, Iraq 17/4/1922.
Upon completion of his elementary
school, he joined the Patriarchal
Seminary of St. Peter. In 1936 he was
sent to Rome to further his studies at
the Propaganda Fide.

Ordained a priest on
22/10/1944, and in
1945 acquired his
Ph.D on the
Religious Philosophy
of Al-Ghazali. Two
years later he
acquired his D.D
from the Urban
University, on
Patriarch Mar
Timothaos the Great
and the conditions of
the Chaldean Church
under the Abbaside
Caliphate, (Published
in French 1956). He
achieved a Diploma
in Canon Law and
the Civil Laws from
the University of
Latran. Returned to
[raq in 1947, and was

appointed a deputy rector of the
Seminary in Mosul, where he taught
Philosophy and Theology, as well as
lecturing in religion at the State High
School. 1950-1956 Chaplain to the
Christians employed by Iraqi
Petroleum Company (IPC) stretchin
from Kirkuk to Tripoli in Lebanon.

1956 appointed Patriarchal
Administrator for the Diocese of Kirkuk,
until his consecration as Bishop of
Amadia-Iraq, on 6/10/1957. In 1966 he
was transferred to the Chaldean Diocese
of Beirut-Lebanon, where he stayed until
his elevation to the
Patriarchal See, and
- was consecrated on
26 May, 1989. He
has participated in
all the sittings of
Vatican II, and
while in Beirut, was
a cofounder of the
Council of Catholi¢:
Patriarchs and
Bishops of
Lebanon. Promoter
of the move for
Catholic Church to
join the Middle East
Council of
Churches, and a
founder member of
the Union of the
Christian Minorities
of Lebanon. He is
fluent in many
languages, including English, French,
[talian, Latin, Spanish, Portuguese,
German, In addition to Chaldean
(Aramaic) and Arabic. He has published
several books and wrote numerous
articles for several renowned
international journals and magazines.
The patriarchal See is in Baghdad-Iraq.
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St. Aphram School 4/

B The children were all excited
§ to hear what our father Mar
¢ Rophail had to say about
their future.

§ After our great father
finished giving his advices
and his wonderful words to
 his children, his eyes were
@il filled with tears when he

B heard and saw that our
children had not forgotten
any of our prayers and
traditions that have been
passed on to us by our early

Mar Kophail meets his Gngels

His Beatifiide with-St. Aphram Saturday School BN EITIRRNS TR ST

As you are all aware of the great visit
that took place in Melbourne by Mar
Rophail 1st Bedawid the Patriarch of
the Chaldean Catholic Church on
Thursday 27th of June at the
Melbourne airport. As part of Mar
Rophails’ schedule a day had been
organized for him to meet our
children - "choiaky, malakhy zory", -
is what he called them, from St.
Aphram Saturday School on Sunday
30th of June at 2pm at our Lady
Guardian of Plants Church. This was
especially organized for the children
to see and have a chance to meet the
Patriarch of our Chaldean Catholic
Church. Each class beginning from
students in kindergarten presented a
prayer or a hymn and some a word of
thanks to show our appreciation and
our preparation for the coming of our
Patriarch Mar Rophail 1st Bedawid.

presented to Mar Rophail by
the children, and a group photo was
taken for each class. In ending our great
and wonderful day which was full of
excitement, each child greeted Mar
Rophail and was taken outside by the
teachers to be prepared for our final
surprise. Balloons were being given to
the children as they waited for Mar
Rophail to come out from the church.
The children clapped, cheered and some
even cried from excitement as they let go
of their balloons, which filled up the sky
above the church when Mar Rophail
came out. Mar Rophail 1st Bidawid left
his children, the teachers, and all those
who helped with a great big smile and
tears which filed his eyes. A moment,
which will never be forgotten by those
who were present.

By: Ronza Riyadh
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‘Visit of His Beatitude C}'

The importance of the visit of
his beatitude Mar Raphail I bidawid

Inn his first visit to Australia, his
beatitude Mar Raphail I bidawid has
showed that our mother Chaldean Church
in Iraq still cares for her Children no
matter they exit in the world. However, it
also has showed that it still needs her
children's support.

Mother Chaldean Church in Iraq has a
duty to keep its spiritual control over the
Chaldeans, preserve our culture heritage:
religion, language, customs, rituals and
historical achievements of Chaldeans, for
future generations.

Increasing the number of Chaldeans in
Australia needed more attention from
mother Church. So, in order to strengthen
already existed link, steps needed to be
taken to reduce the distance, and that
what happened when we were blessed,
since 1992, by the visit of many of our
Chaldean Church's priests and the most
important the recent visit of his beatitude
Mar Raphail I bidawid and his deputy
monsignor Emmanuel Dulley. Those
visits have had and will always have their
marks on our diocese in Australia, and
will leave their print on our people's life
for quite a long time.

Father Emmanuel Khoshaba, who has
been serving our people in the Chaldean
Church, was a true spiritual leader who
made our Sundays a God's day, and our
new life in our new home country, after
periods of bad times in Iraq and in
refugee camps in neighboring countries,
livable. Thus, father Emmanuel deserves
the compliment paid by his beatitude Mar
Raphail I bidawid in his solemn mass,
when he acknowledged what father

Emmanuel had achieved and done to the
Chaldean Church and Chaldean community.

Chaldean had their eastern life style in Iraq.
After arriving in Australia, where the life
style is western, many things had to be
changed to go along with the new country's
environment. Many of our young people
have not completely comprehended the new
society's customs and laws, therefore have
adapted the unhealthy customs of this
society, in terms of Church's principles and
teachings, and left out the good ones.

This misunderstanding has created a gap
between Chaldean people and the church.
According, the church has been working
hard to keep its children, especially those
vulnerable, young ones, within God's field
and close to church and its preaching.

The visit of his beatitude Mar Raphail I
bidawid has lifted up the spirit of our people,
that many of us had fought to kiss his
beatitude's hand. It also had a huge impact
on our religious life with many people taking
days off to attend the evening mass served
by his beatitude. The large number of
worshipers who attended every event held in
the name of his beatitude showed that we are
still faithful and we need our mother
church's blessing. We all blessed by his
beatitude and pray to God to keep his hand
over our Chaldean Church and over
Chaldean people and give strength and long
life for our spiritual father Mar Raphail I
Bidawid and over everyone who dedicates
themselves for serving the church and our
community.

BY: IMAD HIRMIZ
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