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my father brought my whole family
across 1n an hour. He helped his friends
bring their families across. They started
to get tired.

There were still about eight people to go.
I remember my father stopped to have a
rest. The others were on their way 1n
bringing another two people across then
all the sudden we were bombed. We were
all shocked. We cried and cried not
knowing, where the bomb had come
from. Six of them were DEAD, a mother
and her son from one family and three
brothers and a sister from another family.

We knew that to sit there and cry wasn't
ooing to do us any good now, that they
were already dead.

Three days later we finally reached some
borders. We didn't know which ones they
were. My father headed to the oftfice and
spoke to the people in charge, while we
were all waiting with fear for his safety.
The next minute we saw a big army truck
coming towards us. We were all scared,
and started praying and hoping that
nothing would happen to us. My father
came back and told us that we were on the
borders of Greece. Few men came and
put us into the army truck. They took us
to a very big place. The men told my
father, that they were going to make some
food for us, then drive us to the borders of
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Turkey. That evening they drove us to the
borders of Turkey.

We didn't know anyone 1n Turkey. My
father found an apartment for us to live 1n;
we had no money, but a piece of bread all
day. My mother never ate; she always saved
1t for us.

The other seven people, that were with us
headed for their destiny each of them going a
different way; few went to Ankara and the
others to Istanbul. A week later my father
oot a job at a restaurant. He worked really
hard to earn some money for us to keep us
o01Ing.

My brother made friends within the
neighborhood and picked up the Turkish
language quickly. A year later he found a
job, he was only ten years old then. His
friend's father employed him at his cake
shop. After being three years in Turkey, we
were finally accepted by the Immuigration
Department of Australia as refugees. We
came to Australiain 1992. One year later my
mother had a baby boy.

Now 1 sit back thinking and saying to
myself "thank God for all his help in
bringing us here." Going through this
ordeal wasn't easy at all. We always
thought that death was too close to us, but
our belief in God never made us give up or
give in.

WORLD AUTO WRECKERS
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THE WORST DAYS
OF MY LIFE...

By: Ronza Riyadh

It's been a long time since I last wrote
about ... war, escape, death. ..

My body starts to tremble just by thinking
about these words and all the threatening
memories come back to me. "They were
the worst days of my life." I am eighteen
years old and live with my parents, two
brothers and a sister. I still remember the
dreadful days trying to escape from the
war of Irag. When we were 1n Iraq, my
father used to work 1n an office running a
car business. He got paid fairly and he
was happy with his job. My mother was a
housewife. At that time they had only my
older brother and me. A couple of years
later my sister was born.

Three years later my mother had another
oirl. She was one year old when she
started to get sick. The doctors 1n Iraq
didn't know what to do with the little
Angel; each of them came up with a
different treatment to heal her My
mother and the baby had to stay in
hospital until the baby got better. Two
weeks later, when 1 came back from
school (I was 1n prep then), I saw
everyone crying. I was shocked to see all
these adults weeping. Then I was told,
that my baby sister had passed away. I
was only six years old, and didn't really
understand what I had been told. Day by
day I started to miss her, and that's when I
started crying for the death of my sister. A
couple of months after my sister's death,
my father heard that there was going to be
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a war 1n Iraq. He knew, that 1f this war
started, 1t wasn't going to ends, so he told my
mother that we had to leave as soon as
possible. A week later we began our journey,
praying, that 1t would be a successful one.
My father paid some men, who knew the way
to take us to the borders of Turkey. They
drove us around for an hour, then dropped us
off 1n the bushes, and told us to walk for two
days, until we got to the borders of Turkey.
Two of my father's friends, and their families
were with us, there were twenty of us. Four
days went by and we were limbo. We were
running out of food and there were no shelter
or protection. The next night as we were still
walking, we saw a lightt My father
immediately told us to luck down to the
oround so that we would not be seen and
killed. When the light went out we continued
walking. "Ahhhh..." one of the women
screamed, as she tripped over a dead body;
luckily any body didn't hear her. The next
day we were all dying of hunger and thirst.
We saw an apple tree and started eating.

By evening we realized that we were
walking 1n the middle of orchard. We were
all so happy, and thanked God for having the
fruit trees there. We filled up all the bags that
we had, and headed off on our never-ending
journey. Two days later we reached a river
bank. There was no way we were going to g0
back; the only choice we had was to cross the
river by swimming. My father and his friends
were good swimmers. t took them about ten
minutes to get one person across. The water
wasreally cold and muddy.
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Fine Middle Eastern Food {\

Dips, Salads, Kebalbs, Felafel & Hot Bread Daily
Stuffed Lamb & Chicken
We cater for all occasions

ST

345A High Street, Preston Phone: (03) 9470 1752 Mobile: 0413 816 926

Opren 6 Days a Week 10:00 am 1o 8:30 PM
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Tel: (03) 9304 4850

137 Wheatsheaf Road, Glenray

Mobile: 0414 476 635
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