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he wants made to the churches all over
the world.

The first clue to the new Pope is his
name, a very traditional papal name. Saint
Benedict is the patron Saint of Europe
and the spiritual father of the western
culture. The new Pope believes Europe is
still the heart of Christianity, but in just a
few decades he has witnessed the Catholic
faith practically disintegrate. Cardinals,
including Australias George Pell, believe
his reign will aim to arrest the slide and
sow the seeds that will re-convert Europe

to Christianity. The second clue is that he
deliberately chose not to be another Pope
John Paul II - signalling a complete break
with the immediate era of renewal of the
church. Instead, he will concentrate on the
area of greatest neglect by John Paul II, the
business of running the church. While John
Paul II was a big-picture man, he allowed
things to decay within the church, according
to some critics. Similarly Pope Benedict
will have no time to jet-set and preach to
vast crowds, although he will be certain to
attend the Church's World Youth Day in
Cologne in his fatherland this year. While
he was portrayed as the Vatican’s bogy
man, he has in fact suffered considerably
for two decades at the hands of senior
Vatican officials, who have undermined,
overruled and outmanoeuvred him. He is
therefore likely to embark on a wholesale

clean-out of senior Vatican departments,
starting with the Secretariat of State, and
the Congregations for Bishops and Divine
Worship. As a long-time Vatican insider,
he has seen the underside and the non-
functioning side of John Paul IT’s leadership
and shouldknow exactlywherethe problems
lie. While he has a feared reputation, the new
Pope is more of a pragmatic conservative
rather than a cold and unbending Vatican
official, according to those who understand
him best. It’s said that Pope Benedict won't
be a dictator but he will be very firm. His
stand on social issues is likely to make him
a lightning rod for hostility. He left his
brothers the cardinals in little doubt about
his concerns as they began their conclave.
Before they entered the Sistine Chapel he
described the church as a “boat about to
sink”.  Nevertheless, ordinary Catholics
may be pleasantly surprised by their new
leader. He strongly opposes homosexuality,
birth control, abortion, female ordination
and marriage of priests. For all that, Pope
Benedict XVI has a reputation for being a
warm and gentle man who is neither a bully
nor vindictive. He is a cultured man and
accomplished pianist who abhors tasteless
church music and banal church liturgies
and will try to bring back a sense of the
sacred to masses and other events. He is the
man with a human touch and acts as a true
shepherd to his flok.

By: Nihal Hana, Rane Hana , Loris Mikhail.
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the oldest man to be elected pope for three
centuries and the first German pontift for a
millennium.

His Life

Joseph Ratzinger was born in Bavaria on
the 16th of April, 1927, the son of a police
officer.

As a teenager he was a member of the
Hitler Youth (against his will) and later
a member of the auxiliary anti-aircraft
service before deserting the German army
in the last months of World War I1. He was
captured by American troops and released
from a POW camp, arriving home on the
back of a milk truck. He was ordained a
priest in 1951 together with his brother.
He studied philosophy and theology and
has written dozens of books. Our new
Pope Benedict XVI will be the first pope
for centuries whose real role in life is that
of a university professor rather than a
diplomat or a pastoral bishop. At the age
of 35, Joseph Ratzinger became a consultor
at the Second Vatican Council, which was
meant to usher in a new springtime for the
church. At the time, he was known as one
of the council’s young radicals, but as each
decade passed he became more and more
disillusioned with the results of the council.
His opinion on the church embracing the
modern world changed in 1968 the year
that student protests rocked Europe. He
was said to have been caught up in one
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particularly ugly riot, which began the road
towards a more conservative outlook. In
1977, Paul VI named him both Archbishop
of Munich and a cardinal. In 1981, he was
appointed “Perfect of the Congregation” for
the Doctrine of the Faith, a position he has
held reluctantly ever since. m

he new Pope is known for his strict

punctuality, with Vatican officials
joking that they can set their clocks by his
movements to and from his apartment to
his office. He likes to often stop to chat to
the faithful in St Peter’s Square. Ratzinger
has a love of teaching and enjoys being in
the company of youth. He listens to people,
but is never pushed around by people. He
believes he is Christ’s messenger, but doesn't
have any authority to change the message.
Cardinal Ratzinger’s election signals big
changes ahead and despite claims to the
contrary, Pope Benedict XVI will be no
Transitional Pope. He is likely to be the
proverbial “dangerous old maninahurry”
because he knows he might perhaps have
five good years to implement any changes



and procedures. Most of the process
is secretive; however some general
information is disclosed to public.

The history of papal elections has been
dramatic and surprising at times. One
election took almost three years to decide
on the right person for the role of pope,
and another election had to be undertaken
again after two and a half weeks of the
quick death of the pope. However, one
of the solutions found was to create the
conclave—a meeting of the College of
Cardinals for the purpose of electing a
pope. This was introduced in order to elect
the right person for the position in a short
period of time, and is still running today.
The rules of the elections have changed
over time. However, only the pope has the
authority and power for implementing
changes. The current rules of papal elections
were modified by Pope John Paul II and
stand generally as:

1. If no cardinal has been elected to
take the position of pope by two thirds
of the majority after 30 ballots, (votes),
the cardinals may elect the new pope
by simple majority.

2. The cardinals vote on the afternoon
of the first day, then twice each morning
and once each afternoon. After nine
unsuccessful votes, a day of retreat is
taken, where prayer and discussion
take place. The process repeats itself
after every seven unsuccessful votes
after the first day of retreat.

3. There is no permission for contact
with the outside world through any
means of communication. Regular

security sweeps are undertaken
to ensure all information is kept
confidential.
4. Once a cardinal has received the
required number of votes to be hailed as
pope, certain traditions and procedures
including the papal logo, name and
clothes are finalised in preparation for
his introduction as the new pope.
Finally, the proto-deacon of the College
of Cardinals steps onto the balcony and
announces “Habemus Papam”, meaning
“we have a pope”, and tells the waiting world
the chosen pope and the new name he has
adapted.

Benedict XVI

Man on a Mission

Hail all Catholics we have a new leader, Pope
Benedict XVI, a 78-year-old conservative
from Germany. The German-born cardinal,
who has been Guardian of the Faith on
doctrine for almost 25 years, was elected in
just four ballots, one of the swiftest elections
in the history of the church. On the 20th of
April, 2005, Pope Benedict XVI celebrated
his first mass as the new leader of the
world’s one billion Catholics in the Sistine
Chapel with the 115 men who elected him.
One indication of his intentions came
with the way he was elected, in one of the
fastest conclaves of modern times. The fact
that the conclave lasted just over 24 hours
showed he had won enough moderates and
progressives among the cardinals to reach
77 votes. The church’s 265th pontiff, he is
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Young adults are gathering everywhere to
discussthe Holy Father'sworks such as"Love
and Responsibility” and the "theology of the
body." In some countries across Europe and
America young adults are gathering by the
hundreds and sometimes thousands for
Saturday and Sunday evening Masses. They
are increasingly choosing authentically
Catholic colleges and getting involved in
Bible studies and devotional opportunities
on secular campuses.
Pope John Paul's commitment to the
world’s youth will be remembered as much
as anything else. His Message for the 18th
World Youth Day, which was celebrated
in dioceses throughout the world on Palm
Sunday 2003, was about urging youth to be
Christians always and everywhere because:
Christianity is not an opinion.... It is
Christ! He is a Person, He is living!
Only Jesus knows your hearts and
your deepest desires... Mankind has
a decisive need for the witness of
courageous and free young people who
dare to go countercurrent and proclaim
strongly and enthusiastically their faith
in God, Lord and Savoir.... In this time
threatened by violence, hatred and war,
give witness that only He can give true
peace to the hearts of men, to families
and to the peoples of the earth."
Pope John Paul II sowed seeds of the new
springtime, seeds of evangelization that are
beginning to sprout in the lives of young
Catholics, according to one observer.

Final words

One of the most beloved popes in history
among Catholics and non-Catholics alike,
John Paul captured the world’s attention and
admiration during his 26-year pontificate.
In his final years, his step became halted
by illness and infirmity; his speech became
laboured. But his indomitable spirit touched
and taught us all.

He touched us through his many works
and deeds. Through his foreign trips, which

33Nohra March-Apnl 2005

he undertook with the aim of spreading
the Gospel, he touched us through the
unprecedented number of papal meetings
with the people of God and the leaders of
nations. He touched us through his dialogue
with the Jews and with representatives of
other religions, through the record number
of canonizations and beatifications,
through the launching of World Youth Day
celebrations, through the promotion of
prayer and liturgical spirituality throughout
theworld,and through his manydocuments,
including 15 encyclicals, 15 apostolic
exhortations, 11 apostolic constitutions, 45
apostolic letters & innumerable speeches,
sermons and talks.

Pope John Paul II was the 264th pope; he
has left to everyone an admirable witness
of piety, of holy living and of universal
paternity. His memory remains in the heart
of the church and of all humanity.

Papal Elections
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It is clear that any type of election in any
situation could be complex, nerve-wracking
and time consuming. Imagine what it takes
to elect one of the most influential and
popular leaders in history and on the face
of the earth.

Fortunately, the election of a new pope
after the papal seat falls vacant has a
system and limits, accompanied by laws
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is false and illusory if the right to life,
the most basic and fundamental right
and condition to all other personal
rights, is not defended with maximum
determination.
In March 1995, the Pope issued the
Evangelium Vitae, an encyclical which
boldly asserted the right to life for all people,
regardless of their station in life. Weighing
into the political realm as the Pope often
did, he criticized those politicians who
cast votes in favour of abortion. His words
in Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life)
have set the course worldwide for pro- life
ministries to follow:
Every person sincerely open to truth
and goodness can, by the light of reason
and the hidden action of grace, come
to recognize in the natural law written
in the heart the sacred value of human
life... and can affirm the right of every
human being to have this primary good
respected to the highest degree.
Pope John Paul II dedicated Evangelium
Vitae to the Bishops, Priests and Deacons,
Men and Women religious, lay Faithful,
and all People of Good Will on the Value
and Inviolability of Human Life. Section
101 claims:
All that we do as the “people of life and
for life” should be interpreted correctly
and welcomed with favour. When the
Church declares that unconditional
respect for the right to life of every
innocent person - from conception
to natural death - is one of the pillars
on which every civil society stands,
she wants simply to promote a human
State. A State which recognizes the
defence of the fundamental right of
the human person, especially of the
weakest, as its primary duty.
In his latest book "Memory and Identity"
He spoke out against the movement to
legalize gay marriage he said that same-sex
"marriage” was part of a new ideology of
evil: "It is legitimate and necessary to ask
oneself if this is not perhaps part of a new
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ideology of evil, perhaps more insidious
and hidden, which attempts to pit human
rights against the family and against man,"
he wrote. He also, compared abortion to
the Holocaust: "There is still, however, a
legal extermination of human beings who
have been conceived but not yet born," he
wrote. "And this time we are talking about
an extermination which has been allowed
by nothing less than democratically elected
parliaments where one normally hears
appeals for the civil progress of society and
all humanity."

In November 2004 he condemned
euthanasia, cloning and embryonic stem
cell research: "There are no lives that are not
worth living," he said. "There is no suffering,
no matter how grave, that can justify killing
a life. There are no reasons, no matter how
noble, that make plausible the creation of
human beings, destined to be used and
destroyed.”

The pope and the Youth

It is very hard to talk about John Paul II
without mentioning the youth. Since the
start of his papacy until literally his last
breath, he engaged in a special dialogue
with them. He strongly believed in them,
and in his own words he proclaimed “youth
are not the church of tomorrow; they're the
church of today,". Some of his first words
to them were, "You are the hope of the
Church." And just hours before he died,
John Paul said to the young people of the
world, "I have looked for you. Now you
have come to me. And I thank you."

The impact his work and words had on
young adults and teens is nowadays seen
and proven through the increasing numbers
of catholic ministries, societies, services
and organisations formed by youth. Among
them are the NET Ministries, the Dead
Theologian's Society, Amigos for Christ
and Youth for the Third Millennium. Teens
are seeking out service and evangelization
opportunities both at home and abroad.



a seed that grew later on. I'm sure it was the
starting point for the next year's uprising of
Solidarity."

Lech Walesa, founder of the Solidarity
movement that toppled communism in
Poland in 1989-'90, recalled the power of
John Paul's visit to Warsaw in 1979. On
Friday before the pope’s death he said:
It was the first to his homeland after
becoming pope, and he ended Mass
with a prayer for the Holy Spirit to
"renew the face of the Earth," words
that became a rallying cry. We know
what the pope has achieved. Fifty
percent of the collapse of communism
is his doing, More than one year after
he spoke these words; we were able to
organize 10 million people for strikes,
protests and negotiations. Earlier
we tried, I tried, and we couldn't
do it. These are facts. Of course,
communism would have fallen, but
much later and in a bloody way. He
was a gift from the heavens to us.

In 1985, the Soviet foreign minister,
Andrei Gromyko, came to Rome to tell
the Pope that Moscow might be interested
in establishing diplomatic relations with
the Vatican - a tactical recognition of John
Paul's importance within the Soviet Union's
crumbling empire. A few years later, a
reform-minded Soviet leadership under
Mikhail Gorbachev gave the Poles their
chance. Strikes in Gdansk in 1988 forced the
government to bargain with the opposition
in 1989. The crumbling of party authority
spread to East Germany, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria. Poles say
the pope's charismatic visits and Masses let
people feel their collective power in defying
the authorities.

Some people see the pope's role in the fight
against communism as largely symbolic and
moral. He did nothing so crude as to criticise
the authorities. John Paul did not call for
an open uprising against communism

and seemed to have empathy with Gen.
Wojciech Jaruzelski, the Polish leader who
imposed martial law in 1981 in a vain
attempt to suppress Solidarity. He merely
gave the people a sense of moral superiority
and hope. However, others see his role in a
different way. According to George Weigel,
who has written lengthily about the pope,
Wojtyla (John Paul) demanded permits to
build churches, defended youth groups and
ordained priests to work underground in
Czechoslovakia. Wojtyla was once asked
if he feared retribution from government
officials. "I'm not afraid of them," he replied.
"They are afraid of me."

Pope John Paul II,
champion of pro-life and
pro-family causes

Pope John Paul II championed pro-life
and pro-family causes worldwide. A firm
believer in the protection of human life
from conception until natural death, he
frequently spoke out against abortion,
euthanasia and in his latter years against
cloning and embryonic stem cell research.
Pope John Paul II has by far been the most
courageous, most articulate and most
steadfast world leader in modern history
to advocate on behalf of each and every
innocent human being.

His work in this field can be traced back
to the middle of last century when he
founded and ran a service that dealt with
marital problems, from family planning
and illegitimacy to alcoholism and physical
abuse. Time magazine called it "perhaps
the most successful marriage institute
in Christianity”. In his 1988 Apostolic
Exhortation Pope John Paul II proclaimed:
Above all, the common outcry, which
is justly made on behalf of human
rights, for example, the right to health,
to home, to work, to family, to culture,
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the cardinals with tears in his eyes. Wojtyla
was considered "tough but flexible" and a
moderate reformer, but an improvement on
old-school hard-liners who were unalterably
opposed to communism and communists.

The pope’s role in the fall
of communism

The coronation of Karol Wojtyla's as pope
was extraordinary. His election in 1978
was heavy with portent. He was the first
non-Italian pontiff in 455 years. Although
he came from a country with a 1,000-year
tradition of Catholicism, it was also a nation
firmly under the lash of the Soviet Union.
The fact that a Pole, from Eastern Europe
locked up behind barbed wire, could
become the most prominent religious figure
in the West was immensely powerful, said
Alexander Rahr, an expert on the Soviet
Union at the German Council on Foreign
Relations.

"For many Poles, it was the fact that one
of their own made it in the West, which
was closed at the time for Poland, made
it to the top of the Catholic Church and
played a political and moral role as one
of the leaders in the world," said Rahr.
"“That mattered. It mattered politically;
it mattered as a moral matter."
One of the distinctive features of life under
the communist regimes was that crowds
were only supposed to turn out at state-
sponsored rallies in support of the system
and never spontaneously. But this wasn't
the case in 1979 when the polish pope and
after a year of his election returned to his
homeland for a visit to see millions turning
out to see him wherever he went. It was
something unusual, for no communist
country had ever witnessed anything like
it. In his home town, Wadowice, a massive
crowd packed a park to listen to him.
Krzystof Gurba, a university lecturer, later
recalled the effect the Pope's words had, "I
think it was an inspiration," he said. "It was
| SR e
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Pope of Rome

John Paul 11

The 2nd of April 2005 marked the passing
away of one of the most influential figures in
the history of the Roman Catholic Church,
Pope John Paul II. He was in his 27th year
as pope, one of the longest reigning popes
in history. Despite illness and frailty, he
untiringly preached the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. In more than 26 years as pope,
John Paul II accomplished phenomenal
achievements on many fronts. He defended
life in all its forms, wrote prolifically on
Catholic topics such as the Eucharist and
the rosary, pleaded for peace in the world
and created more Roman Catholic saints
than any other pope. It is said that he was
the most recognized man in the world and
he is by far the most widely travelled pope
in history.

In recognition of his great deeds the
Vatican officials did their best, highlighting
his accomplishments in 842 Latin words.
Called a "rogito" the scroll was the Vatican's
version of a notarized certificate of burial.
It was placed in a tube and deposited in the
pope's coffer shortly before it was brought
to St. Peter's Square for the funeral liturgy.
The document described the early years
of Karol Woijtyla, his days as a labourer
under Nazi occupation of Poland, his
ordination and rise through the hierarchy,
his election as pope in 1978 and his major
accomplishments and documents.

His Life

On the 18th of May 1920 Karol J6zet Wojtyla
was born in Wadowice, a small Polish city
50 kilometres from Cracow. He was the
second of two sons born to Karol Wojtyta
and Emilia Kaczorowska. His mother died

when he was only nine years old. His eldest
brother Edmund, a doctor, died in 1932 and
his father, a non-commissioned army officer
died in 1941. After graduating from Marcin
Wadowita high school in Wadowice, he
enrolled in Cracow's Jagiellonian University
in 1938 and in a school for drama.

Almost a year later The Nazi occupation
forces closed the university and young Karol
had to work in a quarry (1940-1944) and
then in a chemical factory to earn his living
and to avoid being deported to Germany.
In 1942, aware of his call to the priesthood,
he began courses in the clandestine
seminary of Cracow, run by the archbishop
of Cracow. At the same time, Karol Wojtyta
was one of the pioneers of the "Rhapsodic
Theatre," also clandestine.

After the Second World War, he continued
his studies in the major seminary of Cracow,
once it had re-opened, and in the faculty
of theology of the Jagiellonian University,
until his priestly ordination in Cracow on
November 1, 1946.

In the early years of his priesthood, Wojtyla
served as a chaplain to university students
at St. Florian's Church. The church was
conveniently located next to Jagiellonian
University, where he was working on a
second doctorate in philosophy.

In 1967 He was appointment as cardinal
by Pope Paul VI. The appointment was
welcomed by the polish government. After
the sudden death of John Paul I in September
of 1978, Wojtyla was elected as the next
pope. Taking the name of John Paul II, he
was by papal standards a comparatively
young man. He was only 58, making him
the youngest Pope in 132 years. Reportedly,
he formally accepted his election before
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